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A. GENERAL DESCRIPTION  
 
1. Program Mission Statement 
 
The interdisciplinary transfer degree in International Studies provides students the opportunity to 
develop their knowledge of the world and the major contemporary issues confronting humanity. 
Students will receive a foundation for understanding international affairs and an introduction to 
the various implications of globalization. The degree prepares students for majors and/or minors 
in international studies at four-year institutions or for work in international business, government 
service or overseas assistance with a non-profit agency. 
 
 
2. History of the Program 
 
Cuesta College’s interdisciplinary transfer degree in International Studies was created in part as 
a response to the events on 9/11/2001. The degree program supports the California Community 
College system’s mission to provide transfer degrees. 
 
The Chancellor’s Office approved the degree in August 2002 and noted that the “application 
was unusually well prepared.” The approval letter further stated that the “articulation detail 
provided with the application was very thorough, and it is clear that your college’s degree would 
substantially satisfy the lower division requirements for International Studies or International 
Relations majors at a number of universities.” The letter also remarked that the degree 
application did not require a review by the California Postsecondary Education Commission 
(CPEC) because it was a transfer degree entirely composed of existing courses and did not 
entail new resources. The degree was first offered in 2003.  
 
Since its inception the degree program has had no fiscal impact on the college budget and is 
expected to remain cost neutral. The development of the program and the development of a 
glossy, promotional brochure were faculty-driven. The program is being monitored by a faculty 
member who over the years has neither received remuneration nor release time to compensate 
for the workload. 
 
Cuesta’s degree courses were drawn from five disciplines, taught in three divisions and 
administered by two cluster deans. The degree was and still is comprised of existing, 
transferable courses, which are bundled for the purpose of providing a transfer degree.  
 
The degree requires 18 units of core courses and a foreign language requirement. There are no 
electives. All degree courses are GE applicable, allowing students to double count units for their 
major and General Education. All degree courses were and are still articulated as lower division 
major preparation for International Studies/International Relations/Global Studies majors at four-
year institutions.  
 

 



 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

A.A. Degree 
 

Required Courses (18 units) 
Plus a foreign language requirement 
 

Course Number Course Name Unit Value  

   

ANTH 203 Cultural Anthropology 3 

GEOG 202 Cultural Geography 3 

POLSCI 204 World Politics 3 

POLSCI 206 Comparative Government 3 

ECON 201A Principles of Economics 3 

ECON 201B Principles of Economics 3 

   

 Total  18 

FR            201, 202, 203, 204 

or  GER    201, 202, 203, 204 

or  SPAN   201, 202, 203, 204 

French (two semesters) 

or German (two semesters) 

or Spanish (two semesters) 

4, 4 

(4,4) 

(4,4) 

 International Languages Total  8 

 
 
The degree in International Studies demonstrates Cuesta’s commitment to enhancing global 
literacy, a goal, which was embraced in the Board of Governors' News Basic Agenda dated 
1996 and in many documents developed subsequently by the Global Education Task Force.  
 
The original degree application listed as one of the benefits that it “strengthens the national 
infrastructure of human resources as we are trying to guard our values and interests in the 
world. The knowledge and skills acquired in the proposed program contribute directly to the 
development of cross-cultural literacy and world citizenship.” 
 
The original degree application identified the following student learning outcomes: 
 
Upon completion of the degree program students will be able to demonstrate their competencies 
in the following areas: 

 
• Communication: Basic level proficiency (2 semesters) in a language other than English 

(comprehending, speaking, reading, writing) 
• Culture: Knowledge of how culture affects behavior, ideology and institutions 
• Connections: Ability to connect concepts and skills from a variety of disciplines 
• Comparisons: Insight into their own language, culture and institutions 

 



The original degree application documented that Cuesta’s degree courses articulate with four-
year institutions (Long Beach CSU, San Diego State University, UC Davis, UC Santa Barbara). 
Cuesta’s degree courses fulfill lower division requirements thus providing a foundation for upper 
division work leading to a Bachelor’s degree in the field. The application also laid out a sample 
educational plan, which shows how a student can complete the mandatory courses for a 
transfer degree in four semesters. The sample plan includes not only the degree courses, but 
also the courses required for general education, including Cuesta’s special requirements, such 
as Health Education. 
 
The International Studies program does not duplicate other existing programs or certificates at 
Cuesta College. In 2002 Cuesta College had also submitted an International Business degree 
for the Chancellor’s approval. Currently Cuesta offers an A.A. degree (43 required units) and a 
Certificate (16 required units) in International Business. Cuesta’s on-line Program Data 
repository does not list International Business as a program. Consequently data regarding 
degree/certificate completion is not available. 
 
The two programs are not considered in competition with one another. The International 
Business program offers a career-oriented curriculum which is distinctly different from the 
International Studies' broad liberal arts emphasis. With the exception of two semesters of one 
modern foreign language none of the courses overlap.  
 
 
3. Changes / Improvements since the Last Program Re view 
 
Cuesta counselors view the degree program as relevant in today’s world and consider it well 
designed for transfer purposes. The degree courses continue to prepare students for upper 
division studies at four-year institutions.  
 
The majors at four-year institutions have different titles, such as “International Studies,” 
“International Relations,” “Global Studies,” “Peace Studies and Conflict Resolutions,” 
“International Security and Conflict Resolution.“ According to the Global Directory of Peace 
Studies and Conflict Resolution Programs 
http://www.peacejusticestudies.org/globaldirectory/index.php there are over 450 undergraduate, 
Master’s and Doctoral programs and concentrations at colleges and universities worldwide in 40 
countries and 38 U.S. States focusing on Peace Studies or a similar field. 
 
Since the inception of the degree the program has produced eleven graduates. 
 

Year Name 
2004/05 1. Yeager, Season P. 
2005/06 2. Doromal, Martha 
 3. Mathieu, Roscoe 
2006/07 4. Johnson, Jay 
 5. Johnson, Jon 
 6. Morse Isabelle 
 7. Spencer, Jonathan 
2007/08 8. Emrick, Jennifer 
 9. Ramirez, Marilu 
2008/09 10. Chazalon, Daphne M. 
2009/10 11. Whiting, Brittany 



 
 
In addition to those who applied for the degree more may have completed a number or all of the 
degree courses and transferred without receiving a formal degree in International Studies. This 
data however, has not been tracked. 
 
During the last five years new program student learning outcomes have been developed based 
on the course outcomes for the degree courses. The program outcomes have been updated in 
fall 2010. The course outcomes have been mapped to the program outcomes. The results of the 
course outcome assessments will inform the assessment of the program outcomes.  
 
The three divisions involved (Social Science, Business Education and Languages and 
Communication) will act as the custodians of the course SLO assessment documentation. 
Agreement has been reached to share the course assessment documentation, when available, 
with the degree program coordinator for further analysis. 
 
 
 
4. Current Program Review 
 
The current program review was conducted from October 2010 to March 2011 by faculty 
coordinator Petra Clayton (German instructor) with input from counselors Thea Labrenz, Julie 
Smith, Susan Gossard and Blake Reed and the Co-chair of the Student Learning Outcomes and 
Assessment Committee, Sally Demarest. 
 
So far Ryan Cartnal, Director of Research and Assessment, has been unable to provide the 
statistical data requested. But once received, further program evaluation will take place. The 
data presented in this review has been manually compiled by the program coordinator. The 
purpose of the program review is to assess the program’s performance during the last five years 
and outline plans to strengthen the degree program for the sake of global education and to 
increase the number of degree completers and transfer students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Faculty 
 
The degree courses are being taught by approximately 20 full and part-time faculty of three 
divisions administered by two cluster deans. In fall 2010 a total of 1,140 students were enrolled 
in the degree courses: 521 in Economics courses (Business Division), 475 in international 
languages (Division of Languages and Communication), and 144 in the Social Sciences 
Division. 
 
The following chart was manually compiled based on the fill-rate report dated November 16, 
2010. The chart lists all degree courses, instructors and numbers of enrolled students for the fall 
2010 semester and provides a sample of a typical semester’s line-up of course offerings and 
number of students retained near the end of the semester. 
 
 



INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
Degree Courses 

FALL 2010 
Section #  Course  Instructor  Location  Enrollment  

as of 
11/16/2010 

Total  
Enrollment 

as of  
11/16/2010 

Social Sciences 
      
70105 ANTH 203 Bertrando  NC 29  
70117 ANTH 203 Mifsud SLO 34  
72263 ANTH 203 Bertrando SLO 40  
      
 GEOG 202     
      
71672 POLS 204 Hernandez SLO 41  
      
 POL 206     
     144 

 
 

 
Business Education 

70666 ECON 201A Downing NC 32  
71526 ECON 201A Queenan DE 31  
72255 ECON 201A Queenan DE 29  
70667 ECON 201A Higgins SLO 45  
70669 ECON 201A Downing SLO 41  
70670 ECON 201A Lindahl SLO 31  
70671 ECON 201A DePass SLO 29  
70672 ECON 201A Higgins SLO 43  
72183 ECON 201A Stapp SLO 37  
72184 ECON 201A Higgins SLO 35  
72185 ECON 201A DePass SLO 32  
72692 ECON 201A Downing SLO 37  
70673 ECON 201B Downing SLO 36  
70674 ECON 201B Stapp SLO 28  
72693 ECON 201B Downing SLO 35  
     521 

Languages and Communications  
      
70840 / 70942 FR 201/110 Johnson NC 24  
70841 / 71200 FR 201/110 Girard SLO 18  
70842 / 71211 FR 201/110 Girard SLO 20  
70843 / 71222 FR 202/120 Lloyd SLO 17  
70633 / 70793 GER 201/110 Clayton SLO 24  
71227 / 71235 GER 201/110 Clayton SLO 19  
70598 SPAN 201 Morris AGHS 20  



72349 SPAN 201 Morris AGHS 11  
70482 SPAN 201 Janzen NC 21  
70846 SPAN 201 Solis NC 24  
70600 SPAN 201 Lloyd SLO 17  
70601 SPAN 201 Sutter SLO 25  
70844 SPAN 201 Rector SLO 18  
70845 SPAN 201 Sutter SLO 14  
70916 SPAN 201 Duarte SLO 24  
70927 SPAN 201 Lloyd SLO 20  
71241 SPAN 201 Duarte SLO 23  
71764 SPAN 201 Duarte SLO 25  
70921 SPAN 202 Solis NC 24  
70922 SPAN 202 Feuerberg SLO 17  
70923 SPAN 202 Sutter SLO 16  
70924 SPAN 202 Rector SLO 20  
72052 SPAN 202 Sutter SLO 14  
71959 SPAN 203 Rector SLO 20  
     475 
 
 
In fall 2010 for the first time one of the degree courses, Cultural Geography (GEOG 202) was 
not taught. In fact none of the geography courses was offered because the part-time instructor, 
who had taught these courses, had retired and no instructor in the part-time pool was available 
to take on the assignments. 
 

A part-time pool for geography was advertised in September 2010 which closed in November. 
Four candidates applied and two interviews were conducted in December 2010. One candidate 
was added to the part-time pool and the teaching of Geography courses, including the degree 
course GEOG 202, was resumed in spring 2011. The enrollment in GEOG 202 in spring 2011 is 
strong: 36 students on March 3, 2011, after seven weeks of instruction. 
 

POLS 206 is offered only once a year, typically in the spring semester. The enrollment on March 
21, 2011 is also strong: 33 students after nine weeks. 
 
Maintaining all degree courses in Cuesta’s curriculum is essential to the success of the 
program. Cutting any of the requisite degree courses will jeopardize student success as 
measured by the number of students who graduate with this transfer degree. Inactivation or 
suspension of any degree courses will also be a disservice to the local community. Student 
advising will become more challenging as suitable course substitutions have to be found 
elsewhere. Students may lose momentum on their way to finishing the transfer degree at 
Cuesta College and may drift off to a neighboring community college. Allan Hancock College 
also offers a transfer A.A. in International Studies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
B.  PROGRAM GOALS 
 

General Program Goals 
 

The International Studies program has the following goals for the next five years: 
 

• Maintain all required degree courses in the curriculum 
• Collaboratively develop and implement a plan to increase the number of degree 

completers 
• Collaboratively refine the Program Student Learning Outcomes 
• Collaboratively develop and implement a plan to assess Program Student Learning 

Outcomes 
• Collaboratively develop and implement a plan to achieve program improvement 
• Collaboratively develop a CSU transfer degree 

 
 
 
 

Pathway for Students  
 

Prior to offering the degree in 2003 a total of 2,350 students on average were enrolled per year 
in the degree courses. Enrollment figures for the past five years have not yet been furnished. 
However, based on the fall 2010 data, which was manually compiled in November 2010, the 
annual student count (1,140 x 2 = 2,280) has remained within 3% of the pre-2003 figure. 
 

Since the inception of the degree the program has produced eleven graduates. 
 

The lack of degree completion raises the issue of institutional effectiveness. Are students aware 
of the degree program? Are students being supported in their efforts to complete the 
requirements for this transfer degree? 
 

In order to assess student awareness of and student interest in the degree program the 
following data is being collected every semester and has been during the last five years: 
 

• Upon request Kristin Pimentel, Admissions and Records, furnishes names and e-mail 
addresses of those students who have declared International Studies as their major on 
their application for admission. Over the past five years the annual number has ranged 
from a low of 19 to a high of 38.  

 

 2005 - 06 2006 - 07 2007 - 08 2008 - 09 2009 - 10 2010 - 11 
Fall 25 28 20 13 9 27 
Spring 13 2 11 6 15  
       
Total 38 30 31 19 24  

 
Student interest expressed by incoming students is being followed up every semester. Every 
student who declares International Studies as their major receives a welcome letter by e-mail. 
The number of students who respond to this letter by seeking counseling is not being 
systematically tracked, but by anecdotal evidence seems to be rather small.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sample Letter: 
 
October 29, 2010 
 
Dear Mary Sample, 
 
We are delighted that you are interested in the International Studies Program. We would like to 
help you graduate from Cuesta College with an Associate of Arts Degree in International 
Studies in the least time possible and successfully transfer to a four-year school. 
 
Soon it will be time to register for the spring semester. Please visit one of us at your earliest 
convenience to discuss scheduling details. Also remember to file early enough for the degree so 
that you can enjoy priority registration for your final term at Cuesta College. 
  
If you have decided not to pursue a degree in International Studies or if you have already 
changed your program goals, you are still welcome to contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Julie Smith 
Counselor 

Petra Clayton 
German Instructor 

  
Consultations by appointment: 
Telephone:  546-3138 

Drop in at the International Languages 
Lab (next to KGUR Radio Station) 
 

E-Mail: jsmith@cuesta.edu  
 

M   3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
T    2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Th  2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
or by appointment: 
 

 E-Mail: pclayton@cuesta.edu 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In fall 2010 an additional tool was employed to gauge student interest in the degree.  
 
Sample survey: 
 

STUDENT INTEREST SURVEY 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

 
INSTRUCTOR __________________________________________________   FALL 2010 
CRN_________________________________________ 
Course (circle one) Anth 203 Geog 202 Pol Sci 204 Pol Sci 206 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
���� I am interested in pursuing an A.A. in Internation al Studies: 
 
                           Please mark all the courses you have alreadytaken o r are currently enrolled in  
Name Anth  

203 
Geog 
202 

Pol  
Sci 
204 

Pol  
Sci 
206 

Econ  
201A 

Econ  
201B 

Fr 
201 

Fr 
202 

Ger 
201 

Ger 
202 

Span  
201 

Span
202 

1.              
2.              
3.              
4.              
5.              
6.              
7.              
8.              
9.              
 
Questionnaires like the one above with the request to survey student interest in the program 
went out to all 20 instructors who taught degree courses. Brochures with program information 
were provided for distribution to interested students. The survey had the following success 
record of returns and identification of interested students: 
 
 

 

STUDENT INTEREST SURVEY 
A.A.  

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
FALL 2010 

Section #  Course  Instructor  Location  Disbursed  Survey 
Returned 

(# of interested 
students) 

    
Social Sciences  

      
70105 ANTH 203 Bertrando  NC yes  
70117 ANTH 203 Mifsud SLO yes yes (1) 
72263 ANTH 203 Bertrando SLO yes  
      
      
 GEOG 202     
      
71672 POLS 204 Hernandez SLO yes  
      

 
 



Business Education  
      

Section #  Course  Instructor  Location  Disbursed  Survey 
Returned 

(# of interested 
students) 

      
70666 ECON 201A Downing NC yes  
71526 ECON 201A Queenan DE yes  
72255 ECON 201A Queenan DE yes  
70667 ECON 201A Higgins SLO yes  
70669 ECON 201A Downing SLO yes  
70670 ECON 201A Lindahl SLO yes  
70671 ECON 201A DePass SLO yes  
70672 ECON 201A Higgins SLO yes  
72183 ECON 201A Stapp SLO yes  
72184 ECON 201A Higgins SLO yes  
72185 ECON 201A DePass SLO yes  
72692 ECON 201A Downing SLO yes  
      
70673 ECON 201B Downing SLO yes  
70674 ECON 201B Stapp SLO yes  
72693 ECON 201B Downing SLO yes  
 Electronic Survey All courses(?) (See 

separate 
 
report) 

yes (7) 
 

      
Languages and Com munications  

      
70840 / 70942 FR 201/110 Johnson NC yes  
70841 / 71200 FR 201/110 Girard SLO yes yes (2) 
70842 / 71211 FR 201/110 Girard SLO yes yes (3) 
70843 / 71222 FR 202/120 Lloyd SLO yes yes (1) 
      
70633 / 70793 GER 201/110 Clayton SLO yes yes (0) 
71227 / 71235 GER 201/110 Clayton SLO yes yes (0) 
      
70598 SPAN 201 Morris AGHS yes  
72349 SPAN 201 Morris AGHS yes  
70482 SPAN 201 Janzen NC yes  
70846 SPAN 201 Solis NC yes  
70600 SPAN 201 Lloyd SLO yes yes (0) 
70601 SPAN 201 Sutter SLO yes yes (0) 
70844 SPAN 201 Rector SLO yes  
70845 SPAN 201 Sutter SLO yes yes (0) 
70916 SPAN 201 Duarte SLO yes yes (1) 
70927 SPAN 201 Lloyd SLO yes yes (2) 
71241 SPAN 201 Duarte SLO yes yes (0) 
71764 SPAN 201 Duarte SLO yes yes (2) 
      
70921 SPAN 202 Solis NC yes  
70922 SPAN 202 Feuerberg SLO yes  
70923 SPAN 202 Sutter SLO yes yes (1) 
70924 SPAN 202 Rector SLO yes  
72052 SPAN 202 Sutter SLO yes yes (2) 
      
      
71959 SPAN 203 Rector SLO yes  
      
      



 
Of a total of 28 section (Social Sciences and Languages) 15 sections responded (54%) and a 
total of 15 students indicated interest in this major. No formal follow-up was conducted. 
However, faculty are encouraged to refer interested students to a counselor or the program 
coordinator for consultation.  
 
Actually, one student contacted the program coordinator and received more information and 
advice: 
From: Conor Trombetta [mailto:conor_trombetta@my.cuesta.edu]  

Sent: Friday, September 24, 2010 7:51 PM 
To: Petra Clayton 

Subject: International studies 

 
Hello Mrs. Clayton, 
My name is Conor Trombetta, and I am a Cuesta College student on the San Luis Obispo Campus. I 
received a flyer in my spanish class about the international studies program, and I am interested in seeing 
how close my credits are to being able to transfer into a university under this major. If I could make an 
appointment to meet up with you that would be great. Just email me back and let me know what I need to 
do.  
Thanks, 
Conor 
 
Asking instructors to survey student interest is a tool to make both instructors and students 
aware of the degree program. Once interested students are identified, instructors have an 
opportunity to encourage them in their effort to complete the degree. 
 
The 15 Economics sections administered the survey electronically to guard response privacy. 
The survey yielded 70 responses and 7 interested students. No formal follow-up took place, but 
again, the opportunity is there to support interested students. The following results were 
manually compiled from the electronic records.  
 
 

ECON SURVEY 
RESPONSE SUMMARY 

FALL 2010 
Total Completed Survey: 70 (100%) 

 
1. Are you interested in obtaining a degree in Inte rnational Studies at Cuesta College? 
  Response Percentage  

(out of 68) 
Response Count  

Yes  10.3% 7 
No  89.7% 61 
  Answered question 68 
  Skipped question 2 
 
2. I am currently enrolled in  
 Response Percentage  

(out of 70) 
Response Count  

Econ 201A Macroeconomics  77.1% 54 
Econ 201B Microeconomics  21.4% 15 
Both  1.4% 1 
 Answered question 70 
 Skipped question 0 
 
 



2. Please mark all courses you have already taken o r in which you are currently enrolled 
 Response Percentage  

(out of 15) 
Response Count  

Ger 201 6.7% 1 
Ger 202 6.7% 1 
Span 201 93.3% 14 
Span 202 46.7% 7 
 Answered question 15 
 Skipped question 55 
2. Please mark all courses you have already taken o r in which you are currently enrolled 
 Response Percentage  

(out of 16) 
Response Count  

Anth 203  43.8% 7 
Geog 202 31.3% 5 
PolSci 204  37.5% 6 
PolSci 206  12.5% 2 
Fr 201 6.3% 1 
Fr 202 6.3% 1 
 Answered question 16 
 Skipped question 54 
 
The survey indicates that the majority of degree courses these Economics students have 
already taken are international languages, primarily Spanish. Of the Social Sciences courses 
Anth 203, PolSci 204 and Geog 202 rank high. 
 

Degree Courses already taken or 
currently enrolled 

Course  count  Percentage  

Spanish, French, German 25 56% 
Anth 203 7 16% 
PolSci 204 6 13% 
Geog 202 5 11% 
PolSci 206 2 4% 
 45  

 
Additional written student comments provide an interesting insight into students’ state of mind. 

 
COMMENTS 

1. No. However if I find the subject interesting, I would look into it Thu, Oct 28, 2010 9:53 AM 

2. 
I do not know much about it. 
 

Wed, Oct 27, 2010 12:49 AM 

3. 
No, but I am interested in enrolling in a "study abroad" 

program. 
 

Mon, Oct 25, 2010 7:41 PM 

4. 
I am looking to continue my education at a 4 year college, 

cuesta doesnt offer my major. 
 

Mon, Oct 25, 2010 10:51 AM 

5. 
I plan on transferring to earn a Bachelors. 
 

Mon, Oct 25, 2010 9:58 AM 

6. 
i am not sure yet... 
 

Sun, Oct 24, 2010 8:17 PM 

7. 
what is international studies? 
 

Sun, Oct 24, 2010 11:13 AM 

8. 

Although i am interested in the program, unless I can take the 

missing classes on-line, I don't think i will be able to obtain it 

prior to transfer. 

Sat, Oct 23, 2010 8:38 PM 

9. 
I am minoring in international studies at BYU-Idaho 
 

Fri, Oct 22, 2010 5:45 PM 



In summary, grass root efforts are made to encourage faculty who are teaching the degree 
courses to identify and support degree aspirants. However, their diligence in the area of 
marketing and support are not monitored. The volunteer program coordinator, acting as a peer, 
can only suggest that colleagues continue to put the program on students’ radar by mentioning it 
in class, distributing the informational brochure and advising individual students who express 
interest. 
 
 
 
C. PROGRAM OUTCOMES 
 

The program outcomes are based on the course outcomes provided by the various disciplines 
following these steps: 

1. Individual course outcomes compilation 
2. Program outcomes distilled from the course outcome 
3. Course outcomes mapped to program outcomes 

 

Step 1: 
Course Learning Outcomes 

ANTH 203 
1. Know anthropological terminology, method and theory 
2. Demonstrate the application of anthropological methods in the field 
3. Apply basic theoretical perspectives in the analysis of his/her own and other cultures 
4. Know cultural universals 
5. Explain what happened to indigenous people as a result of their incorporation in to the 

world system 
6. Analyze and explain the role of resources and technology in shaping culture change 
 

GEOG 202 
1. List and explain the basic concepts necessary to the understanding of Cultural 

Geography 
2. Recognize the basic approaches and techniques used by cultural geographers to analyze 

and interpret spatial variation in cultures. 
3. Identify their own culture regions and explain the cultural diffusion, cultural ecology and 

cultural integration that shaped that region 
4. Explain the cultural landscape by identifying the salient spatial patterns, both human and 

environmental 
5. Discuss how livelihoods, economies, value systems are patterns that survive in cultural 

as well as physical environments 
6. Describe the role of culture in explaining why similarities of speech, religion, technology 

and value systems bind people together in a culture 
7. Discuss how individuals are potentially able to modify their culture and that change is an 

ever-present cultural phenomenon 
8. Analyze and explain the role of resources and technology in modifying culture 
9. Use atlases and gazetteers not only for place identification, but to determine 

environmental and cultural advantages and disadvantages shown in atlases 
 
POLS 204 

1. Identify and explain the concepts necessary to understand world politics 
2. Differentiate between core theoretical and philosophical approaches to understanding 

international relations 
3. Analyze the various objectives of states both nationally and internationally 
4. Explain the role of sovereignty and how it impacts relations between the different forms of 

political systems 
5. Distinguish the different types of actors that influence world affairs 
6. Describe the institutions and processes that create and implement US foreign policy 
7. Evaluate policies and actions of the US and other actors in an objective manner 

 



POLS 206 
1. Develop the skill of critical/analytical thinking, and the ability to apply such skill in studying 

political processes, structures and practices 
2. Compare and contrast the essential components and variations in foreign government 

systems 
3. Identify and appraise the historical and recent problems that democracies and non-

democratic societies have confronted and will have to face 
4. Construct and critique terms and concepts that are required for further study in 

comparative politics 
5. Evaluate the impact that globalization is having on political and economic systems, and 

the information-age and technology 
6. Decide if culture is impacting politics in a negative or positive manner 

ECON  201A 
1. Describe and analyze the economy in quantitative terms using employment and national 

income statistics. 
2. Utilize a contemporary economic model such as the aggregate supply/aggregate demand 

model and describe the interrelationships among prices, income and interest rates as 
they affect consumption, saving and investment. 

3. Explain and evaluate the economic challenges of unemployment, inflation, and economic 
growth. 

4. Identify and analyze factors that contribute to or hinder economic growth and 
development.  

5. Describe the contemporary U.S. banking and monetary system, and analyze the role of 
money, credit, and Federal Reserve monetary policy. 

6. Assess the historical and contemporary use of monetary and fiscal policy. 
7. Describe the role of international trade on domestic economic activity. 

 
ECON 201B 

1. Define scarcity, and show how it relates to the concepts of choice and cost.  
2. Outline the role of international trade and finance including comparative advantage in 

exchange. 
3. Utilize the demand and supply model to critically analyze real world examples.  
4. Evaluate consumer behavior and its impact on the demand curve. 
5. Explain the role of prices in allocating goods, services and factors of production.  
6. Define and apply the concepts of elasticity.  
7. Explain the economic behavior of individual firms in the short run and  

long run.  
8. Use microeconomic models to illustrate how prices and output are determined in various 

market structures (perfect competition, monopoly, monopolistic competition and 
oligopoly). 

9. Define economic efficiency and compare the implications for economic efficiency under 
different market structures. 

 
FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH 
 
Course outcomes comprise proficiencies in  

• Interpersonal communication 
• Interpretive listening 
• Interpretive reading 
• Presentational writing 
• Culture 

 
For course outcomes detailed information is available from the French, German and Spanish 
language programs.  
 
 
 
 
 



Step 2: 
Program Learning Outcomes 

 

 
PolSci 204  World Politics 
PolSci 206  Comparative Govmt 
Anth 203  Cultural Anthropology 

Geog 202  Cultural Geography 
Econ 201A  Principles of Economics 
Econ 201B  Principles of Economics 

French (2 semesters) or 
German (2 semesters) or 
Span ish (2semesters) 

 
 
PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

1. Concepts and Terminology 
 

Students will be able to define, compare and contrast the components of a system when examining 
the political, cultural, geographic, social or economic structures of nations or regions, using discipline-
specific terminology and concepts. 
 

2. Interpreting Information  
 

Students will be able to apply discipline-specific concepts and tools when examining political, cultural, 
geographic, social or economic issues of nations or regions. 
 

3. Critical Thinking 
 

Students will be able to differentiate between alternative theories and approaches and apply 
analytical thinking skills when examining political, cultural, geographic, social or economic issues 
about nations or regions. 

 

4. Historical and Contemporary Issues 
 

Students will be able to analyze and evaluate current issues, problems or conflicts based on 
historical development in the political, cultural, geographic, social or economic conditions of nations 
and regions. 
 

5. International Language Proficiency and Cultural Competency 
 

Students will be able to read, write, understand and speak French, German or Spanish at level 2 
proficiency and describe and discuss the relationship of selected products or practices to the values 
and attitudes found in those cultures. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 3: 
 

Course Outcomes Mapped to the Program Outcomes 
 

The Program  SLO’s  were initially developed from the course outlines of the six degree courses and 
updated in fall 2010 using the most recent course syllabi. 

 
PolSci 204  World Politics 
PolSci 206  Comparative Government 

Anth 203  Cultural Anthropology 
Geog 202  Cultural Geography 

Econ 201A  Principles of Economics 
Econ 201B  Principles of Economics 

 
Disclaimer : 
The language for the course outcomes was taken literally from the course syllabi, and in the case of 
GEOG 202, from the Course Outline of Record (COR). The phrasing does not in all instances reflect 
adherence to Bloom’s taxonomy. 
 
 

I A. Program Learning Outcome: Concepts and Termino logy 
 
Students will be able to define, compare and contrast the components of a system when examining 
the political, cultural, geographic, social or economic structures of nations or regions, using discipline-
specific terminology and concepts. 
 
I B. Course Outcomes  
Outcomes as listed in the course syllabi / Course Outline of Record (COR) of the six degree courses 
correspond to this Program Learning Outcome as follows: 
 
POLSCI 204  World Politics 
Students will be able to 
1. identify and explain the concepts necessary to understand world politics 
2. explain the role of sovereignty and how it impacts relations between the different forms of political 

systems 
3. describe the institutions and processes that create and implement US foreign policy 

 
POLSCI 206  Comparative Government 
Students will be able to 
1. compare and contrast the essential components and variations in foreign government systems 
2. construct and critique terms and concepts that are required for further study in comparative 

politics 
 
ANTH 203  Cultural Anthropology 
Students will be able to 
1. know anthropological terminology, method and theory 
2. know cultural universals 
 
GEOG 202  Cultural Geography 
Students will be able to 
1. list and explain the basic concepts necessary to the understanding of Cultural Geography 
2. recognize the basic approaches and techniques used by cultural geographers to analyze and 

interpret spatial variation in cultures 
3. identify their own culture regions and explain the cultural diffusion, cultural ecology and cultural 

integration that shaped that region 
4. explain the cultural landscape by identifying the salient spatial patterns, both human and 

environmental 



5. discuss how phenomena such as livelihoods, economies, value systems are patterns that survive 
in cultural as well as physical environments 

6. describe the role of culture in explaining why similarities of speech, religion, technology and value 
systems bind people together in a culture 

 
ECON 201B  Principles of Economics 
Students will be able to 
1. define scarcity, and show how it relates to the concepts of choice and cost.  
2. define and apply the concepts of elasticity.  
3. define economic efficiency and compare the implications for economic efficiency under different 

market structures. 
 

 
 
II A. Program Learning Outcome: Interpreting Inform ation 
 
Students will be able to apply discipline-specific concepts and tools when examining political, cultural, 
geographic, social or economic issues of nations or regions. 
 
II B. Course Outcomes  
Outcomes as listed in the course syllabi / Course Outline of Record (COR) of the six degree courses 
correspond to this Program Learning Outcome as follows: 
 
POLSCI 204  World Politics 
Students will be able to 
1. evaluate policies and actions of the US and other actors in an objective manner 

 
GEOG 202  Cultural Geography 
Students will be able to 
1. use atlases and gazetteers not only for place identification, but to determine environmental and 

cultural advantages and disadvantages shown in atlases 
 
ECON 201A  Principles of Economics 
Students will be able to 
1. describe and analyze the economy in quantitative terms using employment and national income 

statistics. 
2. utilize a contemporary economic model such as the aggregate supply/aggregate demand model 

and describe the interrelationships among prices, income and interest rates as they affect 
consumption, saving and investment. 

3. explain and evaluate the economic challenges of unemployment, inflation, and economic growth. 
4. identify and analyze factors that contribute to or hinder economic growth and development.  
5. describe the role of international trade on domestic economic activity. 
 
ECON 201B  Principles of Economics 
Students will be able to 
1. outline the role of international trade and finance including comparative advantage in exchange. 
2. utilize the demand and supply model to critically analyze real world examples.  
3. evaluate consumer behavior and its impact on the demand curve. 
4. explain the role of prices in allocating goods, services and factors of production.  
5. explain the economic behavior of individual firms in the short run and  

long run.  
6. use microeconomic models to illustrate how prices and output are determined in various market 

structures (perfect competition, monopoly, monopolistic competition and oligopoly). 
 
 



III A. Program Learning Outcome: Critical Thinking 
 
Students will be able to differentiate between alternative theories and approaches and apply 
analytical thinking skills when examining political, cultural, geographic, social or economic issues 
about nations or regions. 
 
 
 
III B. Course Outcomes  
Outcomes as listed in the course syllabi / Course Outline of Record (COR) of the six degree courses 
correspond to this Program Learning Outcome as follows: 
 
POLSCI 204  World Politics 
Students will be able to 
1. differentiate between core theoretical and philosophical approaches to understanding 

international relations 
 
 
POLSCI 206  Comparative Government 
Students will be able to 
1. develop the skill of critical/analytical thinking, and the ability to apply such skill in studying political 

processes, structures and practices 
 

ANTH 203  Cultural Anthropology 
Students will be able to 

1. Apply basic theoretical perspectives in the analysis of his/her own and other cultures 
 
 
 

IV A. Program Learning Outcome: Historical and Cont emporary Issues 
 
Students will be able to analyze and evaluate current issues, problems or conflicts based on 
historical development in the political, cultural, geographic, social or economic conditions of nations 
and regions. 
 

 
IV B. Course Outcomes  
Outcomes as listed in the course syllabi / Course Outline of Record (COR) of the six degree courses 
correspond to this Program Learning Outcome as follows: 
 
POLSCI 204  World Politics 
Students will be able to 
1. analyze the various objectives of states both nationally and internationally 
2. distinguish the different types of actors that influence world affairs 
 
 
POLSCI 206  Comparative Government 
Students will be able to 
1. identify and appraise the historical and recent problems that democracies and non-democratic 

societies have confronted and will have to face 
2. evaluate the impact that globalization is having on political and economic systems, and the 

information-age and technology 
3. decide if culture is impacting politics in a negative or positive manner 
 
 



ANTH 203  Cultural Anthropology 
Students will be able to 
1. explain what happened to indigenous people as a result of their incorporation in to the world 

system 
2. analyze and explain the role of resources and technology in shaping culture change 
 
GEOG 202  Cultural Geography 
Students will be able to 
1. discuss how individuals are potentially able to modify their culture and that change is an ever-

present cultural phenomenon 
2. analyze and explain the role of resources and technology in modifying culture 

 
ECON 201A  Principle of Economics 
Students will be able to 
1. describe the contemporary U.S. banking and monetary system, and analyze the role of money, 

credit, and Federal Reserve monetary policy. 
2. assess the historical and contemporary use of monetary and fiscal policy. 

 
 
II. PROGRAM CONNECTIONS TO COLLEGE MISSION, VISION AND VALUES, STRATEGIC 
GOALS, AND/OR COLLEGE PLANS  
 
College Mission 
 
1. The degree program fulfills Cuesta College’s mission as a California Community College to 

provide transfer degrees. The degree courses fulfill lower division requirements for Bachelor 
degrees in the field at four-year institutions. 
 

2. The degree program fulfills Cuesta’s own institutional missions.  
 

a) Cuesta’s first mission states that students “acquire the tools to be academically 
successful, develop critical thinking skills and learn to appreciate the contributions of all 
people in a diverse society.” 
 
The A. A. degree in International Studies provides an interdisciplinary perspective on 
international issues, societies and cultures. Students acquire knowledge and skills from a 
variety of disciplines and learn to communicate in a language other than English. They 
learn how culture affects behavior, ideology and institutions and develop insight into their 
own language and culture.  

 
b) Cuesta’s second mission states that “we work together with dignity and respect toward 

the common goal of serving our students.”  
 
Faculty and counselors involved in the International Studies Program collaborate as 
much as possible, considering that this program imposes an additional workload beyond 
the regular job duties. More work lies ahead when developing and implementing plans to 
increase the number of degree completers, assess program student learning outcomes, 
improve the program and develop a CSU transfer degree. 

 
c) Cuesta’s third institutional mission states that “we respond effectively to the personal, 

academic, and professional needs of our community.” 
 



The degree courses strengthen an understanding of global interdependencies. 
Community member taking degree courses may pursue personal, academic or 
professional goals as they strive to become internationally knowledgeable and inter-
culturally competent. Employment for International Studies majors exists at federal and 
state government agencies, non-profit international service (U. N., Red Cross, etc.), 
business (trade, finance), electronic and print journalism, education and other 
organizations involved in international or transnational affairs. Prospective members of 
the military service will also find the courses helpful as they may be deployed overseas. 

 
College Values 
 

 
 

 
 

 
It has been observed that the California Community College system presents few barriers to 
student “access,” but fails too many students in achieving “success” as defined as reaching their 
educational goals.  
 
At Cuesta College approximately 50% of credit students report transfer as their educational 
objective, while approximately 15 % are undecided on their goal. The majority of those aiming 
for transfer plans to do so with an A.A. (approximately 3,000 to 4000 students) 
 
The Assessment Framework for the 2011-2016 Cuesta College Educational Master Plan states 
that “Cuesta College’s statewide ranking for overall Transfer Rate has moved from 10th in 
2001/02 to 21st in 2009/10” (item B #3) and that “state and nationwide political emphasis is now 
on student success, course and degree completion” (item B #4). 
 
Cuesta College’s Strategic Plan lists “Access and Success” in Strategic Direction Four with goal 
#4A and #4C addressing student transfer or completion of a degree/certificate program. 
 
If Cuesta is to maintain its excellence, the institution needs a cohesive plan to demonstrate its 
commitment to its stated values and increase the number of students who 

1. Declare a degree or certificate as their academic goal 
2. Progress successfully to acquisition of degrees and certificates 
3. Declare transfer as their educational objective 
4. Acquire transfer-ready status and transfer 

 



To that end the college must facilitate access to accurate information about degrees/certificates 
and transfer requirements and support students’ progress toward that goal, including mandatory 
student education plans. 
 
SB 1143 introduced by Senator Liu in February 2010 places renewed focus on student retention 
and success. If the community college system’s finance policy should ever shift emphasis from 
the front end (early semester census figures) to the final outcome (retention at end of semester), 
policies and practices state-wide and locally must change. However, there is no reason why 
strategies to enhance degree completion could not be developed and implemented immediately. 
 
 
Student Success and Institutional Effectiveness 
 
The fact that International Studies cuts across a broad swath of disciplines, division and clusters 
is both its strength and its weakness. At present the program lacks an identity, institutional 
oversight and curriculum coordination. Currently the program is no more than the sum of its 
parts. In order to rise above being an assembly of courses leading to a degree there has to be 
discussion about shared goals among the faculty teaching the degree courses, a common 
vision, a concerted effort to promote the program and a cohesive plan to support interested 
students in following through on their degree objective. 
 
The program is coordinated by a volunteer faculty member who has no managerial authority to 
guide the program to greater success. There is currently no collaborative planning and follow-
through between deans, chairs, directors and faculty, counselors and degree evaluators. 
Promotion of the program is not integrated and happens only sporadically without effective 
follow-up. There is little exchange of information between counselors, evaluators and faculty.  
 
Yet the potential for success of the International Studies program is considerable. Each 
semester a total of over 1,000 students are enrolled in the degree courses taught by some 20 
instructors, in about 45 individual sections. However, support services which are available 
through the Directors of Counseling and Admissions and Records and the Supervisor of 
Institutional Research, seem to be understaffed. 
 
In the last program review a systematic approach and a series of action plans was suggested 
but never developed or, let alone, implemented. 
 
The plan was designed to 

• Identify degree aspirants 
• Recruit more degree aspirants 
• Support degree aspirants in their efforts toward degree completion 
• Monitor degree progress 
• Track transfer students 

 
Cuesta’s Nursing Program is modeling a program structure which is focused on student success 
and degree completion. We should all consider emulating the Nursing Program’s student-
centered practices, such as offering structured orientation, mentoring, monitoring and early 
intervention when problems arise. 
 



Current efforts to create CSU transfer degrees (SB 1440) may provide a fresh impetus for the 
college to develop and implement a comprehensive plan to market its degrees and provide 
guidance and support for degree aspirants. 
 
In the case of International Studies, but also for all other certificate and degree programs, the 
success will hinge on carrying out an orchestrated effort buoyed by a wholehearted commitment 
and regular interface at many different levels 
 

• Faculty and counselors who regularly inform students about degree 
• Faculty and counselors who consistently keep the students motivated to pursue the 

degree 
• Faculty and counselors who assist the students in establishing an appropriate 

educational plan and regularly monitor their progress 
• Division Chairs, Deans, Directors and Vice-Presidents who provide guidance and 

leadership in coordinating the efforts 
 
By pulling together it should be possible to increase the number of students who choose 
International Studies or, for that matter any major, as their degree goal, who complete all the 
degree and transfer requirements and who are successful in continuing their studies for a 
Bachelor’s degree at a four-year institution or enter the work force. 
 
 
Upcoming Marketing Efforts  
 
International Studies will be included on a new public website which is designed to be a 
marketing and communications tool. The website will be organized by audience types: high 
school students, students and community members. The proposed launch date is March 25th, 
2011. 
 

International Studies 
Program Overview 
We live in a small world which grows smaller at an accelerated pace. Environmental degradation, globalized trade, 
rapid development in technologies and technology transfer, global conflicts, new international bodies dealing with 
international law and its application in various areas have all permanently transformed our planet and with it 
transformed the way we perceive these problems and the solutions needed in this new globalized world. 
The International Studies program enables students to understand how this global system continues to evolve and 
to provide the academic background which we believe will prepare graduates most effectively to cope with and be a 
part of a very different future. 
 

Degrees & Certificates 
A.A., International Studies 

Other Information 
Students should contact an academic counselor and consult with one of the 
full-time faculty members. 

Curriculum and Courses 
The courses required for the 
International Studies program at 
Cuesta College are found on the 
following page. Check our web site for 
additional information. 
On the web: 
http://academic.cuesta.edu/socsci/index.htm 



Contact Us 
San Luis Obispo, Building 6200 
Monday Friday, 8:00-5:00 
email: lscott@cuesta.edu 
Phone: (805) 546-3163 

A.A., International Studies 
Curriculum Overview 
Required Courses (26 credits) 
ANTH 203 Cultural Anthropology (3 credits) 
GEOG 202 Cultural Geography (3 credits) 
POLS 204 World Politics (3 credits) 
POLS 206 Comparative Government (3 credits) 
ECON 201A Principles of Economics (3 credits) 
ECON 201B Principles of Economics (3 credits) 
2 semester Foreign Language (French, German, Spanish) (8 credits) 
More Information Is Available At: 
http://academic.cuesta.edu/socsci/index.htm 
 
 
III. PROGRAM DATA ANALYSIS AND PROGRAM SPECIFIC MEA SUREMENTS 
 
The Office of Institutional Research does not routinely track data for this interdisciplinary degree 
program. Customized data has to be specifically requested. To assess the current state of 
affairs, data for the last three semesters is considered representative. In fall 2010 a request was 
made for the following information, however, the data has not been furnished yet: 
 
 

4. Grades in degree courses for eleven (11) graduates  
5. Transfer and success data for eleven (11) graduates 

 

Purpose for requesting the above data  
 

1. The total number of students enrolled in degree courses will demonstrate the size of the pool 
of potentially interested students and will be compared to past pool sizes. 

2. The list of names of students having completed three or more degree courses will be used to 
contact them in an effort to encourage them to pursue the degree.  

3. Checking on how many degree courses declared degree aspirants have completed is 
intended to gauge students’ sustained interest in the degree and persistence in reaching 
their goal. Students will be contacted and offered support in the pursuit of the degree. 

4. Grade information for the eleven degree completers is meant to provide a performance 
measure. 

5. Transfer data and information about performance at the transfer institution, if even available,  
will document alumni success. 

 

Once received the data will be analyzed and interpreted. 

 Fall 2009 Spring 2010 Fall 2010 
1.Total number of students 
enrolled in degree courses 

   
2. Names of students who have 
completed three or more degree 
courses 

   

3. Degree courses completed 
by declared degree aspirants 
(see lists provided by Admission 
and Records) 

   



IV. CURRICULUM REVIEW 
 

The curriculum was reviewed by the articulation officer, the liaison counselor for the program 
and two transfer counselors. All four counselors support maintaining the degree.  
 
 

1. Thea Labrenz, Articulation Officer 
From: Thea Labrenz  

Sent: Thursday, November 04, 2010 3:32 PM 
To: Petra Clayton 

Subject: International Studies degree 
 
Hi Petra; 
Here are my comments about the International Studies degree: 

• I would recommend this degree to students who are pursuing transfer to CSU or UC in this subject area, as 
I believe it aligns well with many CSU and UC lower division requirements for similar programs.   

• In light of our current global economy, I think this is a very relevant degree at this time, and would be very 
good preparation for graduate programs in a wide variety of areas 

• The courses required for this degree are all introductory in nature, broad in scope,  and expose give 
students a broad “breadth” of preparatory work which would help prepare them for upper division study 

• The courses required for this degree align nicely with the CSU GE and IGETC patterns, which would help 
facilitate their transfer to a CSU or UC 

I hope this helps! 
 
Thea 
 
 
2. Julie Smith, Liason Counselor for International Studies 
12/2/10 
 

International Studies program review committee: 
I am the liaison counselor to this program here at Cuesta College and have assisted students who 

are in the International Studies Associate degree program.  I believe this to be an excellent program for 
students who want to pursue a career in the international arena.   

Most of the students I have assisted plan on transferring to a university pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in International Studies or a related degree like Global Studies.  Some students plan to “study 
abroad” before going on to a four year university and this program is an excellent preparation for both 
types of students.  The courses that make up the curriculum for this degree, Anthropology, Geography, 
Political Science, Economics and Foreign Language are all transferable to four year colleges.  They make 
a perfect combination of classes to prepare students for an awareness of international issues and cultures.  
Students have given me positive feedback indicated they really like this program. 

Universities that Cuesta College has direct articulation with in the area of International 
Studies/Global Studies include UCLA, UC San Diego, San Jose State Univ., Sonoma State Univ. and 
CSU Monterey Bay to name a few.  For students who are planning on transferring to these universities it 
means Cuesta College offers many of the lower division classes they need for meeting major related 
requirements. 

If you have questions please feel free to contact me at (805) 546-3138. 
Sincerely, 
Julie A. Smith 
Counselor 
Cuesta College 
 



3. Susan Gossard, Transfer Counselor 
 
From: Susan Gossard 
Sent: Friday, December 17, 2010 3:46 PM 
To: Petra Clayton 
Subject: International Studies Program Review 
 
Hi Petra, 
  
Here are my thoughts in regard to the International Studies degree. I definitely feel the degree has value and is 
timely given the state of the world.  I have made a few suggestions that might possibly generate more interest. Who 
knows. I hope this is helpful. Let me know if you need additional information or want to discuss. 
 
Happy holidays! 
Susan 
 

AA International Studies 
 
My experience as a transfer counselor is that students focused on transfer are not generally inclined to pursue an 
associate’s degree if it means completing extra classes.  Personally, I have not dealt with many students pursuing 
the International Studies degree. The closer a degree aligns with transfer requirements, the greater the likelihood 
students will be interested.  As written, the degree pulls lower division requirements from a variety of transfer 
institutions, but in its entirety may encompass more than a student needs, and thus be less attractive to them. 
 
Another consideration is the increasingly competitive and restrictive transfer environment facing students.  
Although students may have a first choice transfer campus in mind and focus on those campus-specific 
requirements, they also feel compelled to have back-up or alternate schools.  This means they are trying to fulfill 
requirements for different schools.  In the case of an international studies or global studies major, this means 
different lower division transfer requirements.  Students may be preparing for UCLA, SJSU, SDSU, CSUMB, 
and/or UCSB, among others, which all have slight variations in their requirements.  Although the department has 
selected courses for the degree which are the most common lower division courses, there are differences. 
 
After reviewing ASSIST and the transfer requirements for the above colleges, a few changes would give students 
more flexibility and possibly make the degree more attractive.  Perhaps the degree could be structured to have a set 
core of courses, with a list of additional courses students choose from.  Several campuses include Western 
Civilization (HIST 204A or 204B) which is not currently in the degree and might be added.  Anecdotally, I see a 
fair number of students interested in International Business (BUS 260) and might suggest adding it to the list of 
choices.  This would allow students some flexibility to choose coursework required for their intended campus(es) 
and to be able to prepare broadly. 
 
Required Courses (18 credits) 
ANTH 203 or GEOG 202 
POLS 204 or POLS 206 
ECON 201A 
ECON 201B 
2 semester foreign language 
 
Choose six credits from any not selected above: 
ANTH 203 
GEOG 202 
POLS 204 
POLS 206 
HIST 204A 
HIST 204B 
BUS 260 
 
 



4. Blake Reed, Transfer Counselor 
 
 
From: Blake Reed  
Sent: Monday, January 03, 2011 10:57 AM 

To: Counseling Service 
Cc: Petra Clayton 

Subject: RE: International studies degree 

 
My suggestion for this degree would be to reorganize the degree requirements to come in 

line with the new requirements of SB 1440 which mandates only 18 units in the major.  
Obviously articulated lower division transfer requirements should guide what 18 units 

are required for the major, and I know Petra has already done a bunch of research with 
regards to that.  I think the courses required to meet current 26 units are probably 
fine, but they should be reorganized to include some flexibility, so that a student can 

choose some of the courses from the list to reach the 18 unit total. 
 

This would certainly make the degree more doable for students, and I believe, more 
attractive. 

 
Blake Reed 

Transfer Center Coordinator/Athletic Counselor Cuesta College 
(805)546-3100x2482 

 
 
 
 
CURRICULUM REVIEW continued 
 
The suggestions for a revision of the degree requirements offered by the two transfer 
counselors are sound and will be considered in conjunction with upcoming efforts to create a 
CSU transfer degree. 
 
Currently only transfer model curricula (TMC) for single discipline majors are being developed. 
Interdisciplinary majors, such as International Studies, will likely have to wait a while for a TMC. 
International Studies will be added to the list of disciplines to be discussed for potential inclusion 
for 2011-12. The final decision on the next group of disciplines will be made by the C-ID and 
1440 advisory groups. C-ID is guided by the Chancellor’s Office which prioritizes disciplines 
based on the impact they have on transfer students, i.e. current number of degree completers. 
 
The program coordinator had the following exchange with Michelle Pilati, Faculty Coordinator for 
the Course Identification Numbering System, and Katey Lewis, Program Specialist at the 
Academic Senate for California Community Colleges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



From: Petra Clayton [pclayton@cuesta.edu] 
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2011 3:00 PM 

To: Michelle Pilati 
Subject: TMC for International Studies? 

 
Dear Michelle Pilati, 

 

I am the coordinator for International Studies at Cuesta College.  We currently have a 

degree program in this interdisciplinary major which articulates well with some of the 4-

year institutions around the state. 

 

I would like to know if a Transfer Model Curriculum will be available in the foreseeable 

future for this major. 

 

Thank you for your kind reply or referral! 

Petra Clayton 

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Michelle Pilati [mailto:MPilati@riohondo.edu]  

Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2011 5:16 AM 
To: Petra Clayton 

Subject: RE: TMC for International Studies? 
 
Petra - Greetings! We are gathering these sorts of examples and determining how they might 

be prioritized. Which CSUs does your program articulate with?  

 

I'm also going to forward this on to our Executive Director - she may respond with a similar 

query. Sharing it with her will also make sure it is in our collective memory. 

 

Thanks, 

Michelle 

 

Michelle L. Pilati, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Academic Senate for California Community Colleges (www.asccc.org) 

Faculty Coordinator, Course Identification Numbering System (C-ID; www.c-id.net) 
Professor of Psychology, Rio Hondo College mpilati@riohondo.edu 

 
-----Original Message----- 

From: Petra Clayton  
Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2011 9:26 AM 
To: 'Michelle Pilati' 

Subject: RE: TMC for International Studies? 
 
Dear Michelle, 

 

Thank you for your prompt response. 

 

Although I have not researched every single CSU, I know our degree courses correspond to the 

lower division requirements at CSU Long Beach and San Diego State University. 

 

Our "local" CSU (Channel Island) only offers a minor of 6 units, three of which are a course 

we do not offer but the others articulate. 

 

Would we be able to re-design our existing program and offer it as an AA-T in addition to 

our "old" degree without waiting for a TMC or would you advise to wait for the TMC, 

whenever that may be. 

 

Thanks again for your kind advice!        

Petra 



 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Katey Lewis [mailto:katey@asccc.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 10:27 AM 

To: Petra Clayton 
Subject: RE: TMC for International Studies? 

 
Hello Petra, 

 
Thank you very much for your interest regarding an International Studies 

transfer model curriculum.  The model transfer degree development is a new 
idea created through recent legislation, SB 1440 (signed in September 2010). 

Due to the newness of this legislation, we are still developing the process 
for identifying degrees and for implementing statewide discussion.  Since 
the timeline is very tight (Fall 2011), the Academic Senate has determined 

that the best venue for discussion is within the existing C-ID structure 
given that discipline faculty are already meeting intersegmentally to 

discuss major preparation courses. Using this structure, we have already 
identified the disciplines that will meet in Spring 2011. C-ID is 

concentrating on the disciplines that have the largest impact on transfer 
students as requested by our Chancellor's Office. Thus, we will be unable to 

consider adding International Studies to our list of disciplines this year. 
Once we review the disciplines for 2011-12, we'll add International Studies 

to the list for discussion.  Ultimately, the C-ID and 1440 advisory groups 
will determine the next set of disciplines.   
 

 
Again, thank you for sending us your interest.  We are excited about this 

project and the potential it has for our students.  We just need to ensure 
that we focus on the process and foundation so that the project will be 

successful in the future.  We hope you understand.   
 

Best Regards, 
 

 
Katey Lewis 
 

Program Specialist * Academic Senate for California Community Colleges 
555 Capitol Mall, Suite 525 * Sacramento, CA 95814 

phone: 916.445.4753 * fax: 916.323.9867 
 

 
 

The Chancellor’s Office instructions, allow for proposals of AA-T degrees although no TMC 
exists. With intersegmental collaboration and documentation it is possible to establish a transfer 
degree, even in the absence of a TMC. However, it appears to be wiser to wait for the 
intersegmental TMC discussion to commence and participate in it and then pattern the AA-T 
according to the agreed-upon model. 
 
In preparation for the intersegmental negotiation Cuesta’s program coordinator has begun 
preliminary research and discovered that 11 CSUs currently offer a B.A. in the area of 
international affairs. Several institutions offer more than one degree, bringing the total number of 
CSU degree programs to 14. 
 



At the California Community College level currently 23 CCCs offer either certificates or A.A. 
degrees in the field. Several CCCs offer both certificates and AA degrees, bringing the total 
number of programs to 34. The units for these programs range from a low of 18 units to a high 
of 53 units. All certificates / degrees require a foreign language, however it is unclear whether 
the units for the language requirement are always part of the total unit value required for the 
certificate / degree or whether they are in addition to the other courses. 
 
Different four-year institutions have different lower division requirements, e.g. CSU Long Beach 
only requires 18 units of lower division work whereas San Diego State University requires 27 
units.  
 
Cuesta’s “local” CSU campus (Channel Island) offers only a minor in “Global Studies.” But CSU 
Long Beach offers a major in “International Studies” and San Diego State offers a major in 
“International Security and Conflict Resolution.” Cuesta’s current degree courses articulate with 
the lower division degree requirements at both, CSU Long Beach and San Diego State.  
 
Both institutions include the equivalent of Cuesta’s ECON 201A and 201B in their lower division 
core requirement, an indication that these two courses are likely to appear in the TMC. At CSU 
Long Beach the electives include all four Social Sciences courses currently in Cuesta’s degree 
program.  
 
The units needed to fulfill the language requirement are typically not considered part of the total 
degree units for the B.A. 
 

Updated Articulation Summary (February 2011)  
CSU, LONG BEACH  

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
Lower Division (18 units) 

 
Articulation Status 

CUESTA COLLEGE:  
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
Required Courses for Major  

Core:    
Introduction to International 
Studies 200 (3 units) 

No equivalent  

Econ 100 (3units) Articulated  Economics 201A  (3 units) 
Econ 101(3 units) Articulated  Economics 201B  (3 units) 
   
Additional 9 units chosen from:    
Anthropology 120 (3 units) Articulated  Anthropology 203  (3 units) 
History 212 (3 units) No equivalent  
Geography 100 (3 units) or No equivalent  
Geography 160(3 units) Articulated  Geography 202  (3 units)  
Political Science 215  (3 units)or Articulated  Political Science 206 (3 units)  
Political Science 220 (3 units) Articulated  Politi cal Science 204  (3 units) 
   
FOREIGN LANGUAGE    
 
Three years of college level study 

 
Articulated 

French, German, Spanish,  
Level 1,2,3,4  

 
 
 
 



 

Updated Articulation Summary (February 2011)  
SAN DIEGO STATE 

UNIVERSITY 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 

AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION  
Preparation for Major (27 

units): 

 
Articulation 

Status 

CUESTA COLLEGE:  INTERNATIONAL 
STUDIES 

 
Required Courses for Major  

 

Core:    
Economics 101 Articulated  Economics 201A  
Economics 102 Articulated  Economics 201B  
History 101 No equivalent  
Political Science 103 Articulated  Political Science 206  
Religious Studies 101 No equivalent  
International Security and 
Conflict Resolution 200 

No equivalent  

   
3 units from each of the 
following groups 

  

a) Anthropology 102 or Articulated  Anthropology 203  
    Geography 102 Articulated  Geography 202  
b) Comparative Literature 270 
    History 100 or 

No equivalent 
No equivalent 

 

    Philosophy 101 No equivalent in 
degree program 

 

c) Economics 201 
    Political Science 201 
    Psychology 280 
    Sociology 201 

No equivalent 
No equivalent 
No equivalent 
No equivalent 

 

    Statistics 119 or 250 No equivalent 
in degree program 

 

 not required at 
UCSD 

Political Science 204  

FOREIGN LANGUAGE:  
Strongly recommended: Minor 
or second major in a foreign 
language. 
A minimum competency is 
required in one foreign 
language. 

  

Minimum competency: 
Successfully completing the 3rd college 
semester or 5th college quarter) 

 
Articulated 

French, German, Spanish,  
Level 1,2,3,4  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



V. PROGRAM OUTCOMES, ASSESSMENTS AND IMPROVEMENT 
 
 
 
Assessing the program outcomes presents unique challenges for the International Studies 
Program. College-wide methodology and tools to assess outcomes in the interdisciplinary arena 
have not been discussed, much less developed yet. There are several direct and indirect 
assessment tools which may be implemented without a major investment of time and effort. 
 
One way to measure the success of students in the program would be to assess the 
performance of the eleven graduates. To that end grade information has been requested from 
the Office of Institutional Research and, once received, will be evaluated. In addition faculty 
members who are familiar with a degree completer’s work could be asked to furnish a narrative 
assessment of the student’s performance using course student learning outcomes as criteria. 
 
Another direct method would be to track if the eleven graduates ever transferred or entered the 
work force and how successful they are/were at the four-year institution or in their employment. 
It is not known to the program coordinator if there is a mechanism to track students’ 
performance after they leave Cuesta College.  
 
Meanwhile it seems we may have to rely on indirect methods of assessment and anecdotal 
evidence. Post-graduation student surveys present a challenge because they require to first 
locate the students. The program coordinator tried to personally follow up with the eleven 
degree completers. She is personally acquainted with six of the eleven, four of them having 
been her students. So far she received only one answer to her e-mail. Please note that Jon 
Johnson’s brother Jay Johnson also received an A.A. in International Studies. 
 
 
 
On Fri, 11/19/10, Petra Clayton <pclayton@cuesta.edu> wrote: 
From: Petra Clayton <pclayton@cuesta.edu> 
Subject: Greetings from Cuesta's International Studies Program 
To: "J Johnson" <unge2heuer@yahoo.com> 
Date: Friday, November 19, 2010, 5:53 PM 

Lieber Herr Johnson, 

Greetings from your old German teacher and coordinator for the International Studies Program. I hope you are doing well and 
enjoy what you are doing! I have a big favor to ask. I have to write a Program Review for our International Studies Program. 

In order to provide evidence that we have an effective International Studies Program at Cuesta College I am compiling written 
"testimonials"of former Cuesta students who graduated with an A.A. in International Studies. I was wondering if you would be 
willing to jot down your experiences since leaving Cuesta College and how taking the courses required for the degree have 
affected your personal, academic and professional life. 

 Please include: 

·        The dates of your transfer and graduation from the four-year institution. 

·        Type of degree(s) obtained and where 

·        Work experience since leaving Cuesta College 



·        How have you been using the knowledge gained in the degree courses? 

·        Do you feel you were reasonably well prepared for the course work at the four-.year institution(s) and / or for  
employment in your field? 

·        How did taking the degree courses at Cuesta College influence your career decisions?  

·        What are your current professional aspirations? 

 Thank you so much for helping me out! 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Petra Clayton 

 

 

 

 

From: J Johnson [mailto:unge2heuer@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Saturday, November 20, 2010 10:45 PM 
To: Petra Clayton 

Subject: Re: Greetings from Cuesta's International Studies Program 

Hallo Frau Clayton! 
 
Wie geht es Ihnen? Mir geht's gut. 
 
I hope I can help you out with what I can remember. I don't remember exactly when I graduated off the 
top of my head, but I can tell you what I got out of the courses and my experiences there: 
 
I think the International Studies program consists of an invaluable set of courses that I feel every student 
should take because it really opens up one's mind to how big and diverse the world really is. I feel that the 
course taught in this degree program give the student a well-rounded education and presents them the 
opportunity to explore new paths as well as open up doors they never thought possible. Instead of 
focusing on one area of study, I was able to learn a lot about a whole variety of different subjects but were 
all part of the global picture. These courses taught me to look at the world in a whole new way and 
continue learning as much as I can. 
 
Anyway, hope that helps. It's mostly about life experiences, not really employment, but valuable 
nonetheless. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
-Jon 
 
 
 
 
 



--- On Mon, 11/22/10, Petra Clayton <pclayton@cuesta.edu> wrote: 
 
From: Petra Clayton <pclayton@cuesta.edu> 
Subject: Thank you from Cuesta's International Studies Program 
To: "J Johnson" <unge2heuer@yahoo.com> 
Date: Monday, November 22, 2010, 1:31 PM 

Lieber Herr Johnson, 

Vielen Dank für Ihre schnelle Antwort! 

Thank you so much for your assessment of the courses that are being taught in the International Studies Program. I have just a 
few more questions about your academic career and employment. Our records indicate that you graduated from Cuesta in 2006.  

Did you transfer to a four-year college? Which one? Did you get a degree there? What field and when?  

Have you been employed since 2006? Was the understanding you gained through the IS courses helpful in your work? 

Thank you for elaborating. 

How is your brother? 

Best regards, 

Petra Clayton 

 
From: J Johnson [mailto:unge2heuer@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2010 2:26 PM 
To: Petra Clayton 
Subject: Re: Thank you from Cuesta's International Studies Program 
 
Liebe Frau Clayton, 
 
Wow, has it really been that long since I was last there?! It seems like I was just there, studying in the computer lab, 
asking you random questions while working on my Arbeitsbuch. My brother is doing very well, went on to earn 
two bachelor's degrees and is now teaching english as a second language. He really enjoys it.  
 
As for the questions, here's what I got: 
 
Mine didn't turn out as well as I'd hoped. I was going to transfer to a university, was working my way there, but 
knew how expensive school can be and decided not to take out a student loan. But I will be back on track soon 
since I joined the military and will then be able to go back to school to finish when I get out. I plan on earning a 
degree in the same international studies field because I enjoy it so much. Since taking those courses, they've really 
helped me to keep an open mind and be able to understand better some of the problems the world faces and strives 
to solve. Whatever my employment, those skills will always be an invaluable asset. 
 
Glad to help out. Hope the IS program is still going strong! 
Tchuss, 
Jon 
 
 
 



There are many reasons for the lack of response, particularly in the case of the five alumni who 
the program coordinator never met. Someone’s e-mail address maybe obsolete or someone’s 
life is getting in the way of answering. One of the graduates, Isabelle Morse, transferred to UC 
Berkeley, got a B.A. in linguistics with a minor in German and joined the ROTC. She eventually 
wants to go into diplomatic service, but she is currently a full-time member of the Armed Forces, 
serving in Iraq. The program coordinator keeps in touch with her through her brother who works 
at Cuesta and is told she will respond when she finds the time. These personal vignettes seem 
to suggest that International Studies may also have some application for students who decide to 
serve in the military and end up being deployed overseas. 
 
Although the course-level outcomes are connected to the program outcomes the assessment 
again has its own unique problems. A college-wide mechanism to coordinate course 
assessments with program assessments has not been established yet for interdisciplinary 
majors. 
 
Currently the three divisions involved (Social Science, Business Education and Languages and 
Communication) will act as the custodians of the course SLO assessment documentation. 
Agreement has been reached to share the course assessment documentation with the degree 
program coordinator. However, meaningful assessment of program learning outcomes requires 
commitment of time and energy by faculty. Currently, compliance is voluntary. The volunteer 
coordinator lacks managerial authority. Achieving program improvement through inter-
disciplinary dialog remains a challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 
VI. PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES/ASSESSMENTS: Worksheets 
 
The course and Program Assessment Summary (CPAS) will be completed at a future time when 
course assessment data is available and a review structure has been implemented which 
includes representatives of all disciplines of the degree program.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page intentionally left blank for double sided printing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

End Notes  
 

 
 

UNDER CONSTSRUCTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SAMPLE EDUCATIONAL PLAN  
 

Display of Proposed Sequence 
 
A) Suggested sequence of required degree courses (shown in bold  print) in conjunction with 
courses from the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum / California State 
University Breadth Requirement)**  for a total of 60 units: 

 
 
* CSU requirement 
** American Institutions requirements for CSU: U.S. History and Government 2 
 
B) Suggested sequence of required degree courses (shown in bold  print) in conjunction with 
courses required for a Cuesta College A.A. degree for a total of 60 units: 
 

Semester 1 Units Semester 2 Units Semester 3 Units Semester 4 Units 
        
Foreign Lang. 
201 

4 Foreign Lang. 
202 

4 Pol Sci 204 3 Pol Sci 206 3 

Anthropology 
203  

3 Geography 202  3 Economics 
201A  

3 Economics 
201B 

3 

        
English 156 3 Elective 3 Elective 3 Elective 3 
Mathematics 
223 

5 History 207A 3 Biology 220 
(3) 

3 Elective 3 

  Physical 
Education 

1 Art 200 3 Health Ed. 
208 

3 

      Physical Ed. 1 
Total Units: 15 Total Units: 14 Total Units 15 Total Units: 16 
 
 
 

Semester 1 Units Semester 2 Units Semester 3 Units Semester 4 Units 
        
Foreign Lang. 
201 

4 Foreign 
Lang. 202 

4 Pol Sci 204  3 Pol Sci 206  3 

Ant hropology 
203  

3 Geography 
202  

3 Economics 
201A  

3 Economics 
201B 

3 

        
English 201A 4 English 

201C  
3 Speech 

201A* 
3 Geology 

210 
4 

Mathematics 
232 

3 History 4A 3 Biology 220 3 Music 235 3 

Physical 
Education  

1 Physical 
Education 

1 Art 200 3 Health Ed. 
208 

3 

Total Units: 15 Total Units: 14 Total Units: 15 Total Units: 16 



  

 
 

DRAFT 
ACTION PLAN FOR STUDENT SUCCESS 

(SUPPORT STUDENTS IN DEGREE COMPLETION) 
 

Task Who Timeline  
MARKETING 
 

• Create awareness for high school  
students, students and community members:  
Add degree information to Cuesta’s website 
 

 
 
Stephan Gunsaulus, 
Marketing & Communication 

 
Immediately 
upon 
approval by 
Chancellors’s 
Office 
 
  

STUDENT APPLICATION FORM  
 

• Add degree to list of educational goals 
students check on application for 
admission 

 

 
 
Admission & Records 

 
Immediately 
upon 
approval by 
Chancellors’s 
Office 

PROMOTION / RECRUITMENT 
 
• Identify degree aspirants 

 
o admissions record search 
 
o in-class / consultation / survey 
 
o transcript search 

 
• Disseminate promotional literature 
 

 
 
 
• Admissions & Records 

staff 
 

• Instructors, counselors 
 
• Institutional Research 
 
• Instructors, counselors 
 

 
 

 
• Annually 
 
• Every 

semester 
 

• Annually 
 

• Every 
semester 

 



Task Who Timeline  
 
NETWORKING / STUDENT SUPPORT  
 
• Contact declared and potential degree 

aspirants (Welcome letter, follow-up) 
 
• Create support network 

 
 
 

o mentor / advise  
 

o mandatory Student Educational Plan 
 

o monitor degree progress 
 

•  

 
 
 
• Instructors? Counselors? 

Deans? Designated 
person? 

• Instructors, counselors, 
evaluator, Deans, 
Directors 

 

• Instructors, counselors 
 

• Counselors 
 
• Counselors? Evaluator? 

Designated person? 

 
 

 
• Every 

semester 
 
• Every 

semester 
 
 

• Every 
semester 
 

• Every 
semester 

 
• Every 

semester 
 
ALUMNI RESEARCH  

 
• Identify transfer students and students 
            in workforce / military 
•  

 
• Track transfer students 

o track success at 4-year institution 
o track success in work force /  
          military 

 

 
 
 
• Admissions & Records 

staff? 
      Institutional Research? 
 
• Institutional Research? 
 
• Institutional Research? 

Instructors? 

 
 
 
• Annually 
 
 
• Annually 
 
• Annually 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

PLAN FOR  
PROMOTION / RECRUITMENT  

 

Disseminate information / promotional material  
and  
identify potential majors in-class/consultation  
 

Task Who How Success Criteria  
 
• Disseminate information / 

promotional material 

• Instructors teaching 
degree courses 

• Counselors 
 

• In-class, every 
semester 

• In consultation, every 
semester 

 
100% 

• Administer student interest 
surveys 

Instructors teaching 
degree courses 

Student interest survey 
(every semester) 

 
100% 

 
• Collection point of surveys 
 

 
Division chairs 

 
(Soc. Science, Lang & 

Comm., Bus. Ed.) 
 

Pass on to  
• Deans? 
• VP of Student 

Support? 
• VP of Student 

Learning? 

 
 

100% 

 
• Evaluation of surveys 

• Deans?  
• VP of Academic 

Affairs?  
• VP of Student 

Support?  
• Designated 

person? 

 
• Check names against 

declared majors 
• Add new names to list 
     of potential degree 
     aspirants 
 

 
 

100% 

 
• Follow-up 

Instructors? 
Counselors? 
Designated person? 

• Encourage students 
to officially declare 
major 

• offer support network 
services 

• monitor progress 
towards degree 

• mentor / advise 
students 

 

 
 

100% 



 

 

 
PLAN FOR 

NETWORKING / STUDENT SUPPORT 
 

Task Who Why Success 
Criteria 

 
• Networking 

o one meeting per 
semester 

 
• Degree aspirants 
• VP (Acad. Affairs) 
• VP (Student Support) 
• Dean (Humanities) 
• Dean (Workforce) 
• Director (Counseling) 
• Director (Admissions 

& Records) 
• Counselor (s) 
• Evaluator 
• Instructors 
(Anth 203, Geog 202, 
PolSci 204, PolSci 206, 
Econ 201A, Econ 201B, 
French, German, 
Spanish) 
 

 
• Degree aspirants 

get to know each 
other, VPs, deans, 
directors, 
counselors, 
evaluators, 
instructors 

• Students discuss 
questions, 
concerns, etc. 

• Administration and 
faculty respond to 
or research 
students‘ 
questions, 
concerns, etc. 

• Create a sense of 
community, 
program 
cohesiveness 

• Enhance progress 
towards degree 

 

 
100% 
attendance by 
degree 
aspirants 
 
50% 
attendance by 
VPs, deans, 
directors, 
counselors, 
evaluators, 
instructors 

 
• Support 

o Conferences / 
meetings as 
needed 

 
• Students initiate 

conferences / 
meetings with 

o selected 
counselors, 
instructors 

 
 

 
• Individual guidance 

as needed 

 
100% student 

satisfaction 



 

 
 

 
 

PLAN FOR 
MONITORING DEGREE PROGRESS 

 
 
 

Task Who Why Success Criteria  
 
• Up-front evaluation of 

degree progress 
o obtain 

transcripts  
o enter grades 
 

 
• Counselor or designee 

authorized to access 
student records 

 
• Assist degree 

evaluation process 
• Provide data for 

periodic program 
review 

 

 
Monitoring of 
100% of degree 
aspirants each 
semester 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT*  

 
UP-FRONT DEGREE EVALUATION 

 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

 
Name Anth  

203 
Geog 
202 

Pol 
Sci  
204 

Pol  
Sci  
206 

Econ  
201A 

Econ  
201B 

Lang  
201 

Lang  
202 

Health 
Ed 

Phy 
Sci 

(lab) 

Bio 
Sci 

(lab) 

Math English 
 

201A    201B  201C 

                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                

 
 

 
* To be worked out with Director and staff of Admis sions and Records 
  and Director and faculty of Counseling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

PLAN FOR 
ALUMNI RESEARCH 

 
Task Who Why Success Criteria  

 
• Identify transfer 

students 
 

• Identify students who 
entered workforce / 
military service 
 

 
 

 
• Institutional Research 

Office? 
 

• Institutional Research 
Office? 

 
• Confirm transfer 
 
 
• Ascertain 

employment military / 
service 

 
 
 
Monitoring of 
100% of alumni 

 
 
• Track transfer 

students’ success at 
4-year institution 
 

• Track transfer 
students’ success  in 
work force / military 
service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
• Institutional Research 

Office? 

 
 
• Monitor academic 

success of transfer 
students 

 
• Monitor  student 

success  in 
employment / military 
service 

 
 

 
 
Monitoring of 
100% of alumni 

 



 

REVIEW OF CURRENT PROGRAM REVIEW 
 

  
Reviewer 

 
Date sent 

 
Acknowledged 

Receipt of 
Document 

 

 
Substantive  
Feedback 
Received 

 
Feedback 

incorporated  

   1.  Counselor #1  
 

3/4/11 yes  yes  yes  

2. Counselor #2  
 

3/4/11 yes  yes  yes  

3. Counselor #3  
 

3/4/11 yes  no  

4. Counselor #4  
 

3/4/11 no no  

5. Institutional Res earch  
 

3/4/11 yes  no  

6. SLOA Committee  
Co-Chair #1 
 

3/4/11 yes  yes  yes  

7. SLOA Committee  
Co-Chair #2 
 

3/4/11 no no  

8. Division Chair ,  
Social Science 
 

3/4/11 yes  no  

9. Social Science  
Discipline Faculty #1 
 

3/4/11 yes  no  

10. Social Science  
Discipline Faculty #2 
 

3/4/11 no no  

11. Social Science  
Discipline Faculty #3 

3/4/11 no no  

12. Division Chair , 
Business Education 
 

3/4/11 yes  no  

13. Business Education  
Discipline faculty 
 

3/4/11 yes  yes  yes  

 
A draft of this program review was sent to 13 colleagues considered stakeholders in the success 
of the program or knowledgeable about the process of program review. Four (31%) of them 
provided feedback by the report submission deadline, all of which was incorporated into the final 
draft and submitted on March 21, 2011. 
 
 
 
pclayton 03/21/2011 


