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As the current superintendent/president, and an employee of Cuesta College for more than
50 years, it has been a privilege for me to enjoy a front seat to the future for many years. I’ve
witnessed the beginnings of this college, when cows wandered through campus and classes
were held in old army barracks. Hired as a Cuesta College math instructor and football coach in
1967, I began influencing student lives on the front lines. Over the years, I saw the college grow,
and my career morph from the classroom to administration where I helped develop policies,
procedures and programs supporting student success. After retiring as Vice President of
Student Services in 2004, I didn’t quite ride off into the sunset; instead, I immediately returned
to work. After teaching math on a part-time basis and filling various interim administration
roles, I (literally) answered the call to assume the role of the president/superintendent. It was
2010, and the college was facing a difficult road ahead with accreditation and budgetary issues
making for a challenging ride.
Today, I reflect on all that the college has accomplished during my
tenure. In 2014, our accreditation status was reaffirmed; current
institutional policies ensure the college works to maintain
its esteemed standing each day. Sustaining all aspects of the
college is a stabilized budget structured to withstand fiscal
challenges. For the past three years, local high school graduates
accessed a fee-free first year at the college thanks to the
Cuesta Promise Scholarship (page 4). In 2014, San Luis
Obispo County residents cast their vote of confidence
in the college and passed Measure L, the $275 million
general obligation bond that is improving college
facilities daily (page 12).
After more than half a century with Cuesta College,
it is time for that “ride into the sunset.” I will be
retiring effective June 30, 2018. I am confident that
the college is prepared for a change in leadership,
a change that can provide new energy, new
ideas, and new vision. I have had the privilege of
working with a caring and dedicated faculty, staff,
administration, and Board of Trustees. It has
been an honor to have served as president of
Cuesta College these past eight years and
to be a part of the college’s rich history.
Sincerely,

PS – A nationwide search for my replacement is now underway. For more information, please
call Human Resources at (805) 546-3129.

Say #hello
This past spring, the college welcomed two
new administrators. Dr. Mark Sanchez, the
new Assistant Superintendent/Vice President
of Student Services and College Centers,
and Madeline Medeiros, the Dean of Arts,
Humanities, and Social Sciences.

WE ARE
CUESTA COLLEGE
Cuesta College is a place where you can be yourself. We are committed to student success by
providing an inclusive campus environment. You are welcome here…just come as you are.

We are diverse

We are creators

Que Dang, Director of Student Equity
and Success Centers

Isabelle Tubin, Studio Arts student,
Art and Art History Club President

“Our faculty and staff are committed to
serving all members of the community,
and no matter who you are, you are
welcome at Cuesta. A key example –
we just expanded our courses at the
California Men’s Colony, supporting
education and degree attainment for
our incarcerated community. We believe
everyone has the right to an education.”

“Cuesta College’s Fine Arts Department
has many exciting tools, resources, and
opportunities for students to create art
and create a future for themselves in
any field.”

We are leaders

We are peers

Jordan Jantzen, ASCC President
and Student Trustee

Andrew Child, Mathematics student
and Student Tutor

“Cuesta has given me the opportunity to
lead our students and better advocate
on their behalf.”

“I enjoy helping others, especially
my peers. I think students who take
advantage of the Student Success
Center are more motivated to work
harder and do well in classes, and
students who do well feel better about
their futures.”

We are communicators

We are wordsmiths

Taylor Saugstad, FTVE/Graphic Design/
Journalism student and Managing Editor
at the Cuestonian

Larissa Ikeda, English Literature student

“What I like the most about studying
journalism at Cuesta College is the
diversity of the students, our ideas,
and the different tools we use to
communicate. I think it’s important to
be an educated citizen. As the world
gets more complicated, journalism
teaches students how to make informed
decisions to help our community.”

“I read a lot and I like to write poetry and
songs, so it made sense for me to study
English literature. In class, we get to look
at texts, like Beowulf, from different
times in history, and you get to fall into
those worlds.”
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T H E CU ESTA P R O M I S E

SCHOLARSHIP
Promise by the Numbers

Nearly 3,000

$1,400

Promise recipients since 2014

Tuition savings per year for a Promise recipient

Promise graduates in 2017

% of local high school students attending
Cuesta as a Promise student

135

3.275

87%

Class of 2017 Promise graduate average GPA

T

he Promise Scholarship continues to
make higher education accessible to
recent San Luis Obispo County high
school graduates by providing a feefree first year at Cuesta College. Since the
scholarship launched in 2014, the number
of local high school students enrolling at
Cuesta College has doubled to more than
40 percent; of those students, 87 percent
received the Promise in the fall of 2017.
Cuesta College’s 2017 commencement
ceremony saw 135 Promise Scholarship
recipients earn degrees and certificates,
the largest group of graduating Promise
Scholarship recipients yet.

“Each year we see more and more local high
school students coming to Cuesta College on
the Promise Scholarship, and we attribute
much of that to the strong partnerships
we have with the San Luis Obispo County
high schools,” said Cuesta College
Superintendent/President Dr. Gil Stork.
The Cuesta College Promise Scholarship is
the result of an $8 million private donation
from the Charles and Leeta Dovica Family
Trust. Nearly 3,000 San Luis Obispo County
high school students have received the
Promise Scholarship, saving students an
average of $700 per semester by paying for

the per-unit cost of classes and various other
fees.
Fundraising efforts to raise $10 million
by the Cuesta College Foundation are
underway to establish a permanent feefree second year. To contribute, please
visit our online donation page by typing
bit.ly/givetocuesta in your browser, and
specify under “other” that it’s designated for
the Second-Year Promise Scholarship. You
may also call the Cuesta College Foundation
at (805) 546-3279 for more information.

Class of 2017 Promise Scholarship Graduates
GPA

Top Majors

Promise

LA: Social & Behavior
Science (AA)

16

Comparable
Non-Promise

Business Administration
(AS-Transfer)

15

Psychology (AA-Transfer)

11
10

3.275
3.11

LA: Arts & Humanities (AA)

Top High Schools
Templeton
Arroyo Grande
Paso Robles
Atascadero
Morro Bay
San Luis Obispo
Coast Union
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27
19
19
18
12
10
8

WIRED
FOR SUCCESS

A

s you walk through California
Fine Wire (CFW), awe-inspiring
machinery is at every turn. Robots,
pulleys, metal wheels, chemical
baths. It’s a factory you would expect in a
big industrial city. But CFW is located blocks
from the ocean in Grover Beach, and all the
massive equipment is actually producing
something quite small: ultra-fine metal and
alloy wire products. Some so thin they’re
barely visible. Yet their impact is highly
evident.
“Our wires are on Mars right now,” said
Rodney Greenelsh, a Cuesta College alum
and current CEO of California Fine Wire.
“It’s in equipment currently on Mars, in
probes exploring the planets of our solar
system, and in deep space probes exploring
the universe. And our wire is in medical
equipment - pace makers, defibrillators. It’s
in the pace maker of one of our very own
employees, in fact. It’s pretty cool.”
Born and raised on the Central Coast,
Greenelsh now heads up the family business.
His late father, an Army veteran trained in
rocket guidance systems electronics, opened
the custom-order wire business from his
Santa Maria garage in 1961.
“Since the beginning, we’ve prided ourselves
on giving the client exactly what they need,”
said Greenelsh. “Other companies around
the world won’t do custom orders, but
we will. We’ve created a niche in the wire
industry, right here on the Central Coast.”
Greenelsh attended Cuesta College in the
1990s and although he transferred to Cal

Cuesta College alum and CEO of California Fine Wire sits among his company’s machines.

Poly to study industrial technology, he credits
Cuesta for providing him with foundational
skills.
“I consider myself lucky; I had a destined
career given to me and I chose it. At Cuesta
College, I was able to enjoy the path I was on;
it was slower-paced than Cal Poly. I was able
to digest all that I was learning and retain it.
It helped tremendously.”
Greenelsh continued, “The chemistry course
I took at Cuesta College still impacts my
life today. At work, we talk about chemical
reactions, we talk about metallurgy, and
to understand those conversations, I draw
on the basic chemistry knowledge that I

received at Cuesta. I am not a chemistry
major – but I tell you what, I learned enough
in that class that I can have a conversation
now with a true chemist.”
Heading up a business that helps doctors
save lives, astronomers explore planets, and
scientists understand the universe takes
someone wired to absorb information.
“Cuesta College gave me the time to think
and make sense of what I was learning, and
why I was learning it.”
Cuesta College is proud to have provided
that platform.

“Our wires are on Mars right now. It’s in equipment currently on Mars, in probes exploring
the planets of our solar system, and in deep space probes exploring the universe.”
Cues t a College Ne w s
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CONGRATS
TO THE
CLASS OF

2017!
O

n May 19, 2017, Cuesta College’s
52nd annual commencement
ceremony
graduated
910
students and awarded 1,196
degrees. The class of 2017 earned 470
associate of arts degrees, 225 associate of
sciences degrees, and 501 transfer degrees.
Of this year’s graduating class, 418 students
came from local high schools, 135 of which
were Promise Scholarship recipients. The
graduates ranged in age from 17 to 71, and
included 359 males and 544 females. Two
hundred forty-nine earned honors or high
honors by achieving a grade point average
of 3.5 or higher, including 19 who earned a
perfect 4.0 GPA.
In addition, 41 students graduated from the
college’s nursing program, receiving their
pins and Registered Nursing certification.
Here you’ll find a sampling of the many
proud faces of our 2017 graduates.

MORE INFO...
For additional photos and full length videos
from commencement and the Nursing
Pinning Ceremony, visit the college’s
Facebook page and YouTube channel.
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The class of 2017 earned 470 associate of
arts degrees, 225 associate of sciences
degrees, and 501 transfer degrees.

I
RYAN NETT
MEET

magine graduating from college before
you’re old enough to cast a vote. 17-yearold Ryan Nett did just that in June. Ryan
was among the more than 900 students
to graduate from Cuesta this year, and he
did so with a transfer degree to Cal Poly
in physics and computer science, high
honors and a nearly perfect 3.99 GPA. He’ll
be a 17-year-old Cal Poly junior this fall.
And although Ryan’s accomplishment is
remarkable, his outlook is quite humble.

welcoming, and I wasn’t really treated
differently because of my age.”
What was your favorite course at
Cuesta?
“Physics 208C (Quantum Mechanics and
Relativity), mostly because it deals with stuff
we think would be impossible, but actually
happens. I like physics in general because
it looks at how the world works at the most
fundamental level.”

What was it like to attend college
courses alongside students much older
than you?

How would you describe your experience
at Cuesta?

“It wasn’t really any different for me, we
were usually just focused on the material.
Cuesta was a great learning environment
for me. The teachers and students were

“It was definitely a good experience. I was
able to learn a lot fairly easily; the professors
were helpful, and the campus and students
were nice.”
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TRANSFER SUCCESS
Cuesta’s transfer numbers are on the rise.

C

uesta College now offers
26
Associate Degrees for Transfer
(ADTs), and more students than ever
before are taking advantage of these
“degrees with a guarantee” which provide
guaranteed admission to a campus within
the California State University (CSU) system.
In fact, Cuesta College has seen a more
than 100 percent increase in the number of
students earning an ADT from 491 in 2016 to
996 in 2017. “Cuesta offers more Associate
Degrees for Transfer than ever, and students
are realizing the benefits of earning one,” said
Transfer Center Coordinator Blake Reed. “By
completing an ADT, students are guaranteed
that they will not have to complete more
than 60 units post transfer to complete
their bachelor degree in a similar major, and
most importantly, they are receiving priority
admission consideration in the admissions
process at impacted CSU campuses. Those
are huge benefits to our students.”

Although Cal Poly doesn’t have a guaranteed
admission program with any community
college, Cuesta College’s transfer success
extends to students who are focused on
transferring to the CSU next door. Cuesta
College still transfers more students to
Cal Poly than any other institution. For the
last five years, acceptance rates for Cuesta
College students have been 24 percent
higher than the statewide transfer average.
In the same time period, Cuesta has
provided approximately one quarter of Cal
Poly’s incoming transfer class each year.
“Our transfer students tend to be Cal Poly
focused,” said Reed. “They know it’s a
competitive institution, and therefore they
prepare themselves really well.” Cuesta
College’s curriculum tends to mirror Cal
Poly’s, and this ensures students are taking
the right classes to be prepared. According
to Reed, certain programs at Cuesta College,
like architecture and engineering, offer the

entire first two years of classes accepted
at Cal Poly. This allows students to be
competitive for the admission selection
process.
More and more students at Cuesta College
are taking advantage of the Transfer Center
to ensure they are adequately prepared to
meet their educational goals. In a span of two
months during last fall’s application period,
the Transfer Center helped over 800 students
with their transfer admission applications.

MORE INFO...
This fall semester, application assistance
sessions will be held at the SLO Campus
Transfer Center (Room 3131) and at the
North County Campus (N3000) from October
2 through November 30. For hours and more
information, stop by their offices or call
(805) 546-3162.

TRANSFER BY THE NUMBERS

#1
26
103%
996
25%
8

Cuesta is ranked first for the most
transfer students to Cal Poly
# of ADTs Cuesta College offers
% increase in the # of students
earning an ADT from 2016 to 2017
# of students earning an ADT in 2017
Cuesta College provides approx. 25%
of Cal Poly’s incoming transfer class
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800
9
21

# of students the Transfer Center
helped with transfer applications
over a two-month period last year
Cuesta College transferred students
to all 9 undergraduate UCs in Fall
2016
Cuesta College transferred students
to 21 of the 23 CSUs in Fall 2016

LIFELONG LEARNING

S

AT CUESTA COLLEGE

he was a theatre-trained actress who
appeared in dozens of commercials.

She was a social worker who worked
on multiple death penalty cases in
Santa Barbara County.
She is a mother, a grandmother, a retiree, a
world traveler.
Maryanne Gackle has quite the story to tell.
And that’s just what she’s doing at Cuesta
College.
When Cuesta’s Emeritus College Program
was revived in 2016, the 73-year-old Grover
Beach resident went online and enrolled
in ECOL 406 – Composing Your Life Story.
Gackle had a bit of head start on the class;
she’d already written 50 journals. But she
wanted to do more; she wanted to leave her
legacy.

“Since joining the Cuesta College Emeritus
College class, I’ve written 35 of my life
stories, and I plan to put them into some
sort of order for my children,” Gackle says.
“I think it’s important for everyone to write
down their story. And our group – some of
the people are not necessarily ‘writers.’ But
they are wonderful people, and they put
down their story on paper, and their stories
are interesting. I feel akin to the people in my
group.”
Four semesters in, Gackle enjoys helping
her fellow students with their writing and
editing skills, alongside instructor Russell
Swanagon. “The great thing about Russell is
that he meets a person at whatever writing
level they are at, and offers ideas for what
we may want to write about. He’s a great
leader.”

With her 35 stories in the books, Gackle is
back in class. What might the 36th be? “My
African story,” Gackle says with a wistful
smile. She may just need a publisher once
the ink is dry.

MORE INFO...
For more information on the Cuesta College
Emeritus College Program, which offers FEEFREE lifelong learning courses to adults, visit
www.cuesta.edu.
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AGRICULTURE
HAS TAKEN ROOT
AT CUESTA COLLEGE

T

wo years ago, the college launched
a grass-roots effort to offer the
community programs in agriculture.
Local
industry
demand
for
employees skilled in agriculture business was
ripe, and the supply of interested students
was bountiful. Since 2015, nearly 240 Cuesta
College students have declared agriculture

business as a major, with 12 already
graduating from the program.

Cuesta’s agriculture program is
expanding! Tell us about this exciting
new endeavor.

The
Agriculture
Mechanics
program
includes three new courses: introduction
to agriculture mechanics, agriculture safety,
and agriculture industrial power. Our plan is
to eventually offer a certificate in agriculture
mechanics.

Amy Stapp (AS): It is! We have grown to
include a degree in Agriculture Plant Science
and courses in Agriculture Mechanics.
Cuesta now offers an Agriculture Plant
Science transfer degree, allowing students to
take a series of courses and transfer into an
agriculture science program at a four-year
university. New courses include introduction
to plant science, introduction to soil science,
and plant propagation and production.
The new plant science facility includes two
greenhouses, raised planter beds, a shade
house, and more. It allows students to work
with plants and soil in a lab environment
throughout the year.

Amy Stapp, Lead Cuesta
College Agriculture
Instructor

10
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This fall, agriculture at Cuesta College is
branching out.
A transfer degree in Plant Science and courses
in Agriculture Mechanics are now available
on the North County Campus in Paso Robles.

Why expand the agriculture program at
Cuesta College?
Dr. John Cascamo (JC): We have been doing
a tremendous amount of work with the San
Luis Obispo County high schools during
the past few years. Repeatedly we’ve heard
from high school students and faculty that
they wished Cuesta had more to offer in
agriculture. The entire county has an active
and vital agricultural economy and it goes
beyond wine and grapes. Agriculture is part

Dr. John Cascamo, Cuesta
College Dean of Workforce
& Economic Development
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Tim Kensinger, Farm
Credit West Vice
President-Capital Markets

In addition, a new facility has sprouted from
the ground up. Approximately the size of a
football field, the new Plant Science Facility
is a working laboratory that opened this fall.
It takes a village to build a successful
program, so to learn more about the new
offerings, we sat down with those who laid
the groundwork.

of our local culture and community and we
are seeing great enthusiasm.
Tim Kensinger (TK): San Luis Obispo
County’s agriculture products - such as
fresh berries, avocados, vegetable produce,
and wines - are in demand worldwide.
Agriculture professionals are needed on
California’s Central Coast to supply those
products to a global middle class that has
grown tremendously over the past couple of
decades. An aging U.S. farming population
combined with a decreasing California labor
workforce has increased the need for young,
technologically skilled management to step
up and take on the challenge of feeding a
hungry world.

Kortney Russel, Cuesta
College Student; major:
Agriculture Science

Randall Tognazzini, Sure
Fresh Produce, Inc., Chief
Operating Officer

Cuesta has the opportunity to prepare
students to take on global food supply
challenges.
Whether it’s through marketing courses
that teach a student how to sell wine,
learning how to grow fresh vegetables via
crop science courses, or ensuring efficient
and profitable business practices through
accounting courses, Cuesta College has the
ability to prepare students for an exciting,
challenging and locally in-demand career.
Kortney Russel (KR): Agriculture is a
fantastic fit here at Cuesta College! For
years, students have been looking outside
the area to go to a school with an agriculture
program. Now Cuesta is fulfilling that desire
for students who are hoping to transfer to
universities like Cal Poly.
How will Cuesta’s agriculture program
prepare students to work in this
important industry?
AS: Cuesta’s agriculture program builds
knowledge and practical understanding. We
talk about how plants grow and then give
students the opportunity to grow a plant.
In an introduction to agriculture business
course, a student will learn about a marketing
principle and then interview a marketing
associate to see for themselves how that
principle comes to bear in a company.
KR: The instructors are fantastic. They really
care about agriculture and helping their
students find career paths in the industry.
What type of student is Cuesta’s
agriculture program geared toward?
AS: The soil and plant classes are good for
students looking for a future in agriculture
or those wanting to learn more about
agriculture through general education here
at Cuesta. The intro to agriculture mechanics
course is ideal for students who want to gain
hands-on farm shop skills.
JC: The agriculture business and plant
science programs are also great for students
looking to transfer as they include a transfer
degree option. I think we will eventually see
Cal Poly students taking some lower-division
agriculture courses at Cuesta College. We
have met with Cal Poly administrators and
faculty, and they are excited about our
efforts.
Tell us about the college’s Collegiate
Future Farmers of America (CFFA)
program.

AS: Yes! CFFA is an opportunity for students
to build a community with other students
interested in agriculture at Cuesta College.
CFFA gives students a chance to give back to
FFA through event judging and fundraising.
We get together about once a month, have
guest speakers from the agriculture industry,
and hold social events.
KR: As the current president of Cuesta’s
CFFA, I find it to be a great way to make the
agriculture department a community within
Cuesta. It allows students to be a part of
something on campus that means a lot to
them. The networking within the industry,
community service, and leadership skills you
acquire through the CFFA has a tremendous
impact.
What are your expectations for Cuesta
College’s agriculture program?
Randall Tognazzini (RT): Cuesta’s program
could potentially meet the needs of
numerous agriculture career options.
Presently, it is difficult to get labor for various
farm jobs. There is a move to find easier
ways to get a skilled workforce. Soil science,
plant propagation, mechanical knowledge,
agriculture safety, and quality control are
just a few of the positions in high demand.
Cuesta could help fill the gaps.
JC: We are interested in providing an
opportunity for “ag kids;” kids who have been
a part of FFA, kids who come from multigenerational ag families, kids who want to
work the land. I’m interested in making sure
they have opportunities at Cuesta.

Meet Cuesta’s
New Agriculture
Instructors

Albert Graham
Area of Study: BS Agricultural Science
Education: Cal Poly

Carol Braun
Area of Study: MA Administration/
Accounting
Education: University of Phoenix

As we build our programs, I see us expanding
and getting into areas such as pesticide
application,
organic
and
sustainable
practices.
AS: I’m really proud of what Cuesta is
offering students in agriculture. I see that we
are meeting a need and I’m grateful for the
opportunity to be part of it. Every semester
I get to explore the ever-changing field of
agribusiness with Cuesta students who are
curious and passionate about agriculture
and that keeps me on my toes personally
and professionally.

Paige Gill
Area of Study: MA Agribusiness
Education: Texas A&M University

MORE INFO...
For more information about the agriculture
program, call instructor Amy Stapp at
(805) 546-3100 x2729.

Dean Harrell
Area of Study: MS Horticulture
Education: UC Davis
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An update on Measure L,
three years into the bond.

I

n November of 2014, the voters of San Luis
Obispo County passed Measure L, a $275
million general obligation bond, providing
facility and infrastructure improvements
and repairs to Cuesta College. Today, the
first issuance projects totaling $75 million
are nearing completion, while the second
issuance plans ($72 million) are gearing up
for action.
The two most noticeable first issuance
projects are the San Luis Obispo Campus
Instructional Building and North County
Campus Center; both will open to the public
in spring 2018.
The Instructional Building - a 32,000 square
foot facility - will include eight high-capacity
multi-discipline classrooms, one forumsized classroom, and staff offices. Housing
classrooms and offices under one roof will
inspire interactive learning environments
for both students and staff. The structure’s
second floor will also offer aesthetically

12
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pleasing views of the nearby mountains and
interior campus.
Housing student services like the cafeteria,
counseling, and campus safety, the 43,000
square foot North County Campus Center,
(pictured above) is visible on the approach to
campus. Serving as the campus’s front door,
the structure will encompass all aspects
of student life while creating new spaces
for staff and the community to utilize. The
expansive lobby will provide a warm and
welcoming atmosphere. Skylights allow
natural daylight to filter through and will
illuminate the main stairway (pictured at
right) that leads to a second-floor computer
lab and student interaction spaces.
Second issuance projects are scheduled to
launch in the spring of 2018; they include a
new North County Campus Early Childhood
Education Center, a San Luis Obispo Campus
Data Center, the revitalization of the San Luis
Obispo Campus Aquatics Center, and more.

MORE INFO...
For information on all bond projects,
including maps and timelines, visit
www.cuestacollegebond.info.

BUSINESS PARTNER PROFILE

MORRIS & GARRITANO
INSURANCE

Photo provided by Morris & Garritano Insurance

O

n the surface, it may not appear
that Cuesta College and Morris &
Garritano Insurance (M&G) would
have much in common. One
deals in education; the other insurance. One
serves students; the other customers. But
what lies beneath unite the two.
“It seems that both organizations choose to
lead by example,” said M&G Chief Executive
Officer Brendan Morris. “The interests of
Cuesta College and Morris & Garritano
are diverse when it comes to serving our
communities, but M&G always ensures that
the organizations we do support are in line
with the values that we hold as a company.
Any partnership that provides assistance
to advance education on the Central Coast
delivers value.”
The two institutions have been Cuesta
College Business Partners since 1992 and
prominent leaders in San Luis Obispo County
for far longer. Cuesta College for more than
50 years; M&G for an impressive 130 years.
The insurance company has been providing

commercial and personal insurance to the
local community since 1885. Deep roots in
the community equate to an understanding
of the mutually beneficial results of working
together.

“Having this relationship with
Cuesta has allowed us to
build connections with other
business leaders, potential
employees, and members of
the community.”
“Having this relationship with Cuesta has
allowed us to build connections with other
business leaders, potential employees, and
members of the community,” said Morris.
“Whether it is a graduating student looking
for their first career or a business in need of
insurance services, having the M&G name

affiliated with Cuesta College immediately
shows our dedication to service, quality, and
community.”
Currently, the insurance company supports
Cuesta College via monetary donations
to areas of greatest need. It also employs
several Cuesta College alumni, many of
whom also sense the shared values. M&G
Support Specialist and Cuesta College Class
of 2007 graduate Jonathan Anton says
“Cuesta College and Morris & Garritano both
teach you that the best thing to learn and the
hardest thing to know is when and how to
ask the right question.”

MORE INFO...
For more information on the Cuesta
College Business Partner Program, please
call the Cuesta College Foundation at
(805) 546-3279.
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F A C E S

A N

The Cuesta College Marketing and Communications Department was
honored in April with three awards from a statewide public relations
organization: 1st place, Performing Arts Campaign; 2nd place,
Brochure; 3rd place, Media Success Story.

In July, the Cuesta College Men’s Rodeo Team returned from the annual
College National Finals Rodeo competition in Casper, WY, placing 14th
in the nation and first in the western region. Pictured here is the team
and their coaches at the competition.

For the 11th year in a row, Cuesta College Career Technical Education
students were on the awards podium at the SkillsUSA National
Leadership and Skills Conference in June. Student Daniel MacFarlane
placed 1st in Related Technical Math, while a team comprised of
Michael Dye, Tyler Forbes, and Robert Kohlbush placed 3rd in Welding
Fabrication. Pictured here are the national qualifiers receiving
certificates of recognition from California Assemblyman Jordan
Cunningham’s office prior to the competition.

Over the summer, the college’s Harold J. Miossi Art Gallery hosted
Rivet: An Exhibition of Women in Trade. The exhibit featured the
works of international tradeswomen including welders, electricians,
blacksmiths, ironworkers, firefighters, and carpenters. Be sure to stop
by the gallery (SLO Campus, room 7170) to find out about upcoming
exhibits.

14
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P L A C E S

Each summer, Cuesta’s Community Programs offers College for Kids
for local youth. This year, the program was able to put funds received
via the Robert H. Janssen Youth & Youth Sports Grant Award to great
use via new equipment for their sports programs!

Full of mistaken identities, acrobatic pratfalls, and romantic pursuit,
Cuesta College’s award-winning theatre department delighted
audiences in May with showings of The Servant of Two Masters. For
information on upcoming performances, call (805) 546-3198.

On August 18, Cuesta College Superintendent/President Dr. Gil Stork
announced his retirement at a press conference on the SLO Campus.
Attended by members of the college’s Board of Trustees and other
local officials, the event served to inform the community of the college’s
next steps leading up to Dr. Stork’s departure on June 30, 2018.

The Cuesta College 2017 Book of the Year was The Immortal Life
of Henrietta Lacks; the program culminated with two members of
the Lacks family holding a discussion in the college’s Cultural and
Performing Arts Center. The 2018 Book of the Year is Life: Animated; for
more information, email cuestabook@gmail.com.
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OPENING DAY

E

Dr. J. Luke Wood

Focuses on Diversity and Inclusion

ach fall, the college holds an Opening
Day Reception the Friday before
classes begin. The annual event
serves to welcome all faculty and
staff back from the summer months for a
new academic year. This year’s event, held
August 18, featured keynote speakers Dr. J.
Luke Wood and Dr. Frank Harris, III. The San
Diego State University professors presented
the crowd of nearly 300 Cuesta employees

with strategies for advancing diversity, equity
and inclusion inside and outside of the
classroom. The goal was to build an inclusive
culture that fosters the respect for diversity
and equity for under-represented groups
at Cuesta College. The presenters also lent
their expertise the evening prior during a
discussion with hundreds of community
members at the college’s Cultural and
Performing Arts Center.

Dr. Frank Harris, III

FACULTY & STAFF HONOREES
Per the tradition of the Opening Day ceremony, various faculty
and staff members were honored for their years of service, while
new faculty and staff were introduced. In addition, the following
five individuals received prestigious award recognitions.

Academic Employee of the Year: Dr. Christopher Gilbert, Philosophy
Instructor

16

Classified Employee of the Year: Sean Landers, IT Support Services

Management Senate Employee of the Year: Erin Lastreto, Director of
Assessment and SSSP

President’s Leadership Award: Patrick Scott, Director of Financial Aid

Teaching Excellence Award: Dennis Baeyen, English Instructor
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FOOTBALL REUNION
40 Years in the Making

Members of the 1965-1977 seasons at the Football Reunion.

L

ast Spring, Cuesta College hosted the
first-ever Cuesta College Football Stars
Reunite, a 40-year football reunion.
The Cuesta College Football Program
began one year after the college opened in
September of 1965 and ran through 1978.
The early years of the program involved
the players practicing on a dirt field and
beginning each practice by walking from one
end to the other, kicking rocks off the field.
“We didn’t have any equipment. We didn’t
have our (play) books prepared. We didn’t
even have a practice field,” recalled former
Head Coach and Cuesta College Athletics
Director Warren Hansen, who retired as
athletic director from Cuesta College in 2001.
In April, Hansen co-hosted the reunion
alongside Cuesta College Superintendent/
President and former Assistant Coach Dr.
Gil Stork. Held on the Cuesta College SLO
Campus, the event brought together former
players, coaches, cheerleaders, booster club

members, and fans from all over the country
to celebrate the college’s football program.
Among those in attendance were Lee and
Heidi Monson. The two met while they were
students at Cuesta College and started
dating while Lee played on the football
team and Heidi was a cheerleader. They’ve
been together as a couple ever since, and,
to them, it was a wonderful experience
to reminisce about their time at Cuesta
College. “It was a warm, fuzzy feeling to be at
the reunion,” said Heidi. “It was a really neat
thing to see people who were there with you
in the beginning. The feelings are still there
and the friendships are lasting.”
“The reunion was more meaningful to me
than I ever realized it would be,” said Lee. “I’ve
been to other reunions, and I didn’t think it
would be that much different. But when I got
there, I was able to reconnect with people
who were members of the team.”

The group openly shared stories and
memories amid tears and laughter. Lee
recalled a game in which he ran the ball for
a 45-yard touchdown. Even though Heidi
wasn’t cheering that night, he knew she
would be attending. Proud of his play, Lee
met back up with her after the game and
asked if she saw his touchdown. She replied,
“Well, what’s your jersey number?”
The football program posted an overall
record of 40-72-2, with only two winning
seasons. However, at the end of its 13-season
run in 1977, the program achieved a title it
still maintains.
As Dr. Stork says with a smile, when asked
about our football program, it is fun to say,
‘We have been undefeated since 1977!’”

Lee and Heidi Monson
today and in 1966, 1967.
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

THE
KRILLS
And The Track Stands Project

W

hile
sitting
on
a
dirt
embankment a few years
ago, Bryan Krill was inspired
to provide more seating at
the Cuesta College track. He was coaching
a local high school track meet held at the
college, and the idea seemed like a natural
way to improve the facility. “The facilities
are set up perfectly for what we’re trying
to do – to provide enough seating capacity
so that Cuesta can host big track and field
events open to the community,” Bryan said.
“We have an amazing facility here on the
Central Coast that’s being underutilized. The
ultimate goal is to make it possible for more
spectators to enjoy events and meets.” As
a result, Bryan and his wife Tessa, with the
support of the Cuesta coaching staff and
Athletic Department, have partnered with
the Cuesta College Foundation to financially
support what’s currently known as the Track
Stands Project; an effort to provide stands
for the college’s track and field facilities. The
2017 City to the Sea race will also raise funds
to support the track.
Bryan’s passion for running started when
he was a sprinter in high school, which he

continued in college as the captain of his
track team at the University of Southern
California and professionally after college.
Today, he is the Chief Operating and
Compliance Officer and a Managing Partner
at Wacker Wealth Partners, but is still very
much involved with running as the sprint
coach of the boys’ track team at San Luis
Obispo High School. “One of the things that
I knew I wanted to do, regardless of what
I ended up doing as a career, is to provide
opportunities for student-athletes who want
to become faster,” he said.
Both Bryan and Tessa went through
the community college system. Tessa
attended Cuesta College before moving
on to the University of Oregon, and Bryan
went to Moorpark College and then USC.
Community colleges have benefited them
both, and now that value extends to the
rest of their family. The oldest of their three
sons, James, is attending Cuesta College
this fall as a Promise Scholarship student.
After considering the four-year universities
to which he was accepted, James decided
to attend his first year at Cuesta fee-free
to figure out what he wants to study. This

“It’s a physical structure that will hopefully stand
for a long time, and a legacy that can be enjoyed
by Cuesta College’s students and members of the
surrounding community for years to come.”
18
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prospect is why Tessa would like to see
more people take advantage of Cuesta
College. “It provides so much opportunity for
students to find themselves and test things
out to figure out what they want to do for
careers,” she said. “It’s also a great avenue
for anyone in any stage of life looking for a
career change or other opportunities. It’s a
really great environment for that.”
Creating opportunities for others is a main
priority for Bryan and Tessa, and they
are strong proponents of supporting the
community they’ve called home for the
past 20 years. “One of my primary drivers in
initiating the Track Stands Project is to create
a legacy that has substance and to convey a
message to our kids the ideals of giving back
and community,” said Bryan. “It’s a physical
structure that will hopefully stand for a long
time, and a legacy that can be enjoyed by
Cuesta College’s students and members
of the surrounding community for years to
come.”

HOW TO DONATE

There are several ways to donate to Cuesta College:
1. ONLINE: Type bit.ly/givetocuesta in your browser
2. MAIL: Send a check to Cuesta College Foundation,
P.O. Box 8106, San Luis Obispo, CA 93403
3. PHONE: Call (805) 546-3279 to make a credit card gift
over the phone
Gifts to the Cuesta Fund help to support the college’s
priority needs and technology upgrades.

CUESTA COLLEGE

ATHLETICS
From the Desk of Athletic Director Bob Mariucci

C

ongratulations to our student
athletes, coaches and supporters
for an outstanding season last year.
It truly was a successful year. Six
athletes won California Community College
Athletic Association State Individual Titles,
two coaches were named Western State
Conference Coaches of the Year - Brian
Locher (Men’s Cross Country) and John
Marsh (Women’s Swim & Dive) and eight
of our 15 teams participated in postseason
play. It’s an exciting time for Cuesta College
Athletics, and we look forward to this
upcoming year.
I would like to thank the numerous corporate
partnerships, sponsors and athletic booster
members who have been so instrumental
in the success of Cuesta College Athletics.

In addition, the program would not be
successful without the dedicated volunteers
and support staff who participate in
running our home contests and invitational
competitions. They all contribute to our
athletic program’s tradition of excellence.

Thank you for being a part of “our team” and
best of luck to all of our sports teams and
coaches. Hope to see you at the games.

GET INVOLVED!
I want to encourage you to become actively
involved in this year’s activities. Whether it is
supporting our Booster Club, volunteering
your time at our home events, encouraging
the coaches and athletes, or just coming out
to enjoy a game, we’d love to see you show
your Cougar spirit. You can call the Athletic
Department at (805) 546-3207 to find out
how.

Bob Mariucci, Director of Athletics

Left: Aaron Cheek / Track & Field
2017 State Champion Decathlon
Right: Lauren Davis / Swimming
2017 State Champion 200
Breaststroke, pictured far left
alongside 2017 State Championship
Finals Relay team members Torie
White, Katie White and Megan Miller

Left: Miranda Daschian /
Women’s Cross Country
2017 State Champion 5,000 Meters
Right: Jenel Guadagno
Welcome to our newly hired full-time
head softball coach and kinesiology
instructor!
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FALL 2017 CALENDAR: MORE INFO ONLINE AT CUESTA.EDU
OCTOBER

5:

Board of Trustees Meeting

4:

Cuesta Wind Ensemble Concert

6:

Cross Country Tour de Cuesta

8:

22nd Annual City to the Sea Marathon

12: Harold J. Miossi Art Gallery Exhibit featuring Jim Dessicino,
		 Opening Reception

NOVEMBER

17:

Food Bank Distribution Site Open

20:

Learning Disabilities Conference

21:

Meathead Movers Wrestling Tournament

26:

Book of the Year fundraiser featuring author Brando Skyhorse

30:

College Night

1:

Board of Trustees Meeting

3:

Vocal Jazz Festival Concert

3-5:

DECEMBER

Men’s Basketball 50th Rabobank Tournament

12:

CPAC Gala: Made in the USA

15:

Harold J. Miossi Art Gallery Artist Talk featuring Oliver Herring

17-18:

North County Chorus & Orchestra Concert

7:

Board of Trustees Meeting
Combined Choirs Concert: Songs of the Season

17:

SLO Wind Orchestra Holiday Concert

19:

Cuesta Combos: Combopalooza

28-30:

November 12

Water Polo 2017 CCCAA State Championship

3:
8, 10:

October 8

Women’s Basketball New Year’s Kick-Off Tournament

December 28-30

