Multimedia Journalism, CRN 73203 (Distance education)
JOUR 205/ CRN: 73203
Fall 2017
Instructor: Jeff Nachtigal
Email: jeffrey_nachtigal@cuesta.edu
Dear prospective multimedia journalism student!
This multimedia journalism course is for motivated and online-savvy students. If you’re
interested in journalism and multimedia storytelling, this course is a good first step.
To complete this course, you will need access to a computer with video and photo
editing software, an Internet connection and the ability to download additional software
to edit digital media. Or — you can access video and photo editing software on the
computers at the Cuesta College main library. Assignments will require you to use
software to edit digital audio, images and video files. This is not a “hands on” course
where I can provide step-by-step support with individual programs, however I will help
assist you through any issues you may have learning the software you use to edit. You
will need a working knowledge of this software, or be willing to learn software in a short
amount of time to complete assignments in this course.
Things to consider in determining if this online class is right for you:
This is an all-online course, but in practice it is the same amount of work and more
participation compared to a classroom course. We will not meet in person as a full class.
This is not a self-paced course. The class has required assignments and specific due
dates.
This course requires that you use software to edit digital images, video and audio, and
build infographics.
If you want to make sure you’re ready to take an online course, please read this
information about taking a distance education course at Cuesta College:
http://www.cuesta.edu/academics/distance/forwhom.html
And take this short, 10-question survey to assess your readiness for a distance
education course:
http://www.cuesta.edu/academics/distance/survey.html
Also, check out these California Community College videos that explain what it’s like to
be a student in an online course:
https://apps.3cmediasolutions.org/oei/modules/intro/story/
and
https://apps.3cmediasolutions.org/oei/

Course dates:
Oct. 2 — Dec. 22, 2017
Course Description:
This three-credit course introduces the fundamentals of reporting, producing and
presenting multimedia news/information for an online audience. The course will cover
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skills including: identifying and developing stories, writing for online/social media
audiences, interviewing sources, digital photography, audio slideshow production, video
recording and editing, online sourcing and reporting issues specific to digital media,
infographics, data visualization, writing outlines and story pitches, the internet and social
media and their relationship with news, online journalism ethics and media literacy, and
working (for yourself!) as an entrepreneurial journalist and multimedia storyteller.
This course requires students to use a digital camera to record digital audio, video and
images (such as a DSLR, digital camera, or mobile phone). You are welcome to use
your mobile phone.
Each week there will be project assignments related to the skills we’re learning, and you
are expected to participate in weekly discussion forums.

Class opens / Accessing Canvas: Prior to the class start date on Oct. 2, 2017, you will
receive an email to your <my.Cuesta.edu> address providing you with a reminder that
class will be starting and the log in procedure for CANVAS, the learning management
system (LMS) we’ll use for the JOUR 205 course. (Note: You can’t bookmark directly to
the JOUR 205 course in Canvas; you need to access the main Canvas log page.)
Access Canvas:
https://cuesta.instructure.com/
Link to general information about Canvas:
http://www.cuesta.edu/academics/distance/fac_de_resources/canvas_faqs.html

Office hours:
This is an online-only course, we talk primarily by email, or video Skype.
All assignments and class information will be posted on the JOUR 205 Canvas site.
Number of Student Hours
• Time expectations for completion of course: (3-5 hours per week)
• You are expected to participate (post, and respond to your peers’ posts) in
discussion forums each week of class. Plan to log in to the course and forums a
minimum of 3-4 times per week.
Help and Technical Support
• For issues related to accessing Cuesta's Canvas site or other technical issues,
email: support@my.cuesta.edu, or contact the office at 546-3248
•

Information technology support site, including FAQs and tech training videos:
http://www.cuesta.edu/about/depts/compserv/index.html

•

If you’re still having issues with Canvas after consulting the reference guide,
please email me: jeffrey_nachtigal@cuesta.edu

College Support Services
• If you have a physical, mental, or learning disability that requires any special
accommodation, please contact Disabled Student Programs and Services as
soon as possible to ensure that you receive the accommodations in a timely
manner:
http://www.cuesta.edu/student/resources/healthcenter/index.html
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•

Tutorial services are available for Cuesta College students
http://www.cuesta.edu/student/resources/ssc/tutorial_services/

•

For a list and reference to library services, including learning research and
assistance, please visit: Library and Learning Resources
http://www.cuesta.edu/library/

•

Veteran’s services are available through Cuesta’s Veterans Resource Center:
http://www.cuesta.edu/student/studentservices/veterans/index.html

Student Learning outcomes for Multimedia Journalism 205, CRN 73203 (Distance
education):
Upon completing the course successfully, students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate the ability to produce multimedia stories for online news sites.
2. Describe and display the characteristics that make multimedia storytelling distinct from
traditional journalism.
3. Describe and display the characteristics of entrepreneurial journalism.
4. Critically evaluate professional news multimedia stories.

Required Textbooks/Equipment
• Journalism Next, Third edition (2015), by Mark Briggs
•

Digital camera with video capability (mobile phone is fine)

•

Digital audio recorder (phone memo app is fine)

•

Tripod and adapter that works with your mobile device or camera (required!)
mobile phone tripod adapter: http://amzn.to/2fFsKP2
and a tripod (any size): http://amzn.to/2eoUw0l

•

Video editing software: You MUST have access to video editing software to take
this course.
Adobe Premiere Elements+Photoshop Elements is a good package for a digital
image and video editor. As a student you’re eligible for a discount: ($79)
https://shop.collegebuys.org/adobe-photoshop-elements-15--premiereelements-15-for-students--teachers-downloadp5843.aspx?mc_cid=19232140ee&mc_eid=aea429e1b7
When we begin a specific unit that requires other software, I will point you to free
options

•

Suggested: Reporter’s notebook(s), the kind that fit in your back pocket:
http://www.officedepot.com/a/products/906907/TOPS-Reporters-Notebook-4x-8/

Waitlist Procedure and Add Policy:
People wishing to add, including those on the waitlist, should send me an email on the
first day of spring semester, and I will add students as spots become available. I will do
my best to accommodate as many students as I can. jeffrey_nachtigal@cuesta.edu
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Drop Policy:
As a courtesy to other students, please log in as early as possible on the first day. Once
you do, your place in the class is secured. Failure to login may result in being dropped
from the roster.
In conclusion
I think multimedia offers incredible new ways to tell better stories, and I love teaching
students who want to learn how to go out and use these skills. In my experience
teaching this course, most students encounter a lot of new topics and some technical
challenges. That’s ok! I expect you to be learning new things in this course. If you’re
already familiar with journalism practices or have some experience producing
multimedia, that’s ok too! The lessons and stories you’ll be working on in this course
scale — so you’ll have the chance to learn from the ground-up, or build on your existing
skills and become an even more proficient multimedia storyteller and journalist.
This course requires that you stay on top of the assignments and reading. My goal is to
have everyone become proficient using digital media technology so you will be able to
use these skills in the future — as storytellers, communication professionals, marketing
specialists, and journalists.
I understand and expect there will be some technical hurdles as you learn how to
produce digital stories, so please be ready to contact me and ask questions if you have
any issues getting a program or camera to work how you want it to.
No question is too small to ask! (After all, that’s what we do as journalists and
storytellers: Ask questions!)
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