Introduction to Philosophy/Phil 206/CRN 70248

Welcome Online Learners!

Welcome to Distance Education at Cuesta College! My name is Dr. Cheryl Genet and I am the instructor for the
upcoming online version of Introduction to Philosophy (Phil 206). In this course we will take a fascinating
journey together that will deepen our appreciation of the development of the Western mind, the Western
worldview, of which most of you are the beneficiaries. We will trace important philosophical threads from the
early natural philosophers, through Classical Greek thought, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Rise of
Science, and the development of the modern mind, to our current global times. I look forward to getting to
know each of you who enroll (are enrolled) and assisting you in achieving the learning outcomes below.
PHIL 206 Student Learning Outcomes
Students who successfully complete a course in Philosophy at Cuesta College will have demonstrated the
ability to:
• Interpret primary source texts in philosophy
• Express, explain, and defend philosophical ideas in writing and/or verbally
• Distinguish between the basic concerns and questions at issue in the three major branches of Western
philosophy: metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics
• Understand how western philosophy has changed and developed over the course of history
• Identify, explain, and evaluate philosophical theories and arguments
Communication
• It is preferred that if you have a question or concern or other communication that you email me at
cheryl_genet@cuesta.edu I will answer your email as soon as possible, but at the minimum within 24
hours, Monday-Saturday.
• If you need to call me and speak personally, do not hesitate. You can reach me at 805-438-4088.
Basic Course Information
This philosophy course is an exploration of the development of the Western worldview, including the
development of science and the impact of science, philosophy, and theology upon one another.
The required textbook is:
Gaarder, Jostein. 1994. Sophie’s World: A Novel about the History of Philosophy. Trans.by Paulette Møller.
New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
The course will begin on Tuesday August 22 and end on Monday December 18 (18 weeks)
WHAT TO EXPECT: This course is fully online—there are no meetings—nevertheless it has regular assignments,
quizzes, and forum posts with specific weekly due dates. It also requires watching one or two videos per week
(3 minutes to 30 minutes), necessitating internet usage time. If you are not prepared to stay on top of
assignments throughout each week, this may not be the best class for you.
There are 4 synchronous online tests that must be taken between 7:00 and 9:00 pm on 4 specified Monday
nights. If you have any problem with this please let me know at the beginning of class. We can make
arrangements. The four tests together comprise your “final”)
Once enrolled you should print out a copy of the syllabus and class schedule, which you will find in the
Canvas website for this class and have it available hard copy to assist you in assignment planning.
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Important Considerations
While Distance Education courses have many benefits in allowing for flexible schedules and a rewarding
learning experience, there are a number of things you should know about this course right from the start:
1. This course is designed for those who are computer literate. If you are not both confident and
comfortable working with e-mail, word processing, and the Internet, as well as downloading and
attaching files, then the online version of PHIL 206 is not for you; I recommend taking the course in the
traditional classroom setting instead.
2. This course requires a great deal of self-motivation. It is the learner’s responsibility to keep on
top of the reading assignments, to log on to the course website regularly, and to submit assignments
and take quizzes by their due date, and access email regularly for instructor communications. Thus, I
recommend this course only to those who are both well-organized and self-disciplined.
3. An online course requires roughly the same number of hours and participation as a face-to-face
class. You should expect to invest 48 hours of various types of learning and participation for each
unit of credit. This is a 3 unit course for 17 weeks (of instruction) which works out to 144 hours. That
seems like a lot of hours so break that down by week and it comes to 8.5 hours per week. Based on this
a good rule of thumb, to make sure you have adequate time, would be to set aside at least this many
hours per week.
4. You may want to read the Are You Ready for an Online Class? which can be found on the
Canvas website for this class, to help you evaluate your success in online learning. It also
contains many ideas on how to achieve that success.
Technology Requirements
You will need to have a Cuesta e-mail account and access to the World Wide Web.
Please see below for more detailed computer and internet specs
.

Computer Requirements
Computer and technical requirements can be found at:
http://www.cuesta.edu/academics/distance/faqs_technical.html
Accessing Canvas/Course Website
All of the information you will need to access this course on Canvas, learn how to navigate Canvas, and access
assistance if you are having problems, can be found on the Cuesta website Distance Education page:
https://cuesta.edu/academics/distance/index.html
DSPS Assistance
I am happy to work closely with you and the DSPS to make this as rich a learning experience as possible for all!
Disable Students and Program Services at https://cuesta.edu/student/studentservices/dsps/index.html
College and Course Policies
College and Course Policies may be found at:
https://www.cuesta.edu/academics/documents/catalog/catalog_2014-15/4policies_catalog_2014-15.pdf
Cuesta waitlist procedure and instructions:
https://www.cuesta.edu/student/documents/admissions_records/waitlistguide.pdf
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