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SLO Campus
CA-1, San Luis Obispo

ESL Office: (805) 546-3942
 

North County Campus
2800 Buena Vista Dr., Paso Robles

ESL Office:  (805) 591-6273

Online Classes
Canvas and Zoom

In fall 2021, we started our return to campus.  We currently have a combination of in-person
ESL classes on the San Luis Obispo (SLO) and North County (NCC) campuses and several
classes online via Zoom and Canvas.  

Starting Oct. 15, proof of COVID-19 vaccination or a

negative test result can be verified through Cleared4

Cuesta for all students, employees, and visitors who

access Cuesta College campuses and facilities.

ESL 701/702, 713, 714, and 725 on the SLO Campus
ESL 701/702, 713, and 714 on NCC and South County Center (Arroyo Grande)
ESL 701-704 at Oak Park Community Center in Paso Robles 

In spring 2022, we will offer more in-person ESL classes, including:

We will also have childcare for students at all in person sites! 

Some classes will continue online via Zoom and Canvas in spring 2022 including:  
ESL 705, 715, 799, 725 and 735.

https://www.cuesta.edu/vaccine/Cleared4.html
https://www.cuesta.edu/vaccine/Cleared4.html


SLO Campus

In person classes

North County Campus

Anna Baghdasaryan

Jazmin Avila & Alexis Gutierrez  

ESL 702/703 & 704 classes

ESL 703 class in action!

Students answered...

Why do you like to
be in class on

campus?

I like the class for more practice with
the teacher and partners. It is very
dynamic. 
- Yibelys Vasquez

I see my friends. I learn better.             
- Ilze Martinez

I think I learn more. I concentrate
better. Teachers understand us
better. I have more responsibility to
learn and practice.                                      
- Yurithzy Tejeda Gallardo

 

https://cuesta.instructure.com/courses/30275/users/207039
https://cuesta.instructure.com/courses/30275/users/208066
https://cuesta.instructure.com/courses/30275/users/208066


Path to Credit Classes

Meet with Monica Contreras, our noncredit Counselor for guidance in choosing
the next step for you. Contact her at monica_contreras@cuesta.edu.  She is also
the instructor for both CSS 125 and CSS 254.

College Success Studies (CSS)
Not sure what to do after ESL?  Cuesta has noncredit and credit class options.

Continue improving your English with Noncredit CSS.

Improve your use of college level grammar in writing by taking CSS 758: Grammar Strategies in
spring 2022.  This class is offered online and meets synchronously on Zoom twice per week.  You
will improve your sentence structure, punctuation, and common errors in writing.  The instruction
will be contextualized through reading and writing assignments.

Ready to try a credit course?  These two CSS classes can make the transition easier.

CSS 125:  College Learning Strategies is offered online in spring 2022 and will help you improve
your study skills and become a more successful student.  You will learn about time management,
study strategies including note-taking, understanding textbooks, and test preparation, and
accessing campus resources.

CSS 254:  Major and Career Exploration will allow you to assess your values, interests, and
abilities to help you choose a career path and appropriate college major.  You will also complete an
educational plan for achieving your goals.  This class is also online.



Student Highlights: ESL Transitions
These two students started in ESL and are now taking credit classes

I started at Cuesta with taking ESL classes, and I
learned great things when I was in those classes.
Later on everything changed to online, but I am still
continuing classes at Cuesta. So far I have
completed 65% of my degree requirements in AS-T
(Associate in Science for Transfer) Business
Administration. 

Right now I am enrolled in Marine Biology and the
lab for it, and English 201A, it's a total of 8 units. It
started out very challenging with everything online,
and not knowing the language well, but now I am
getting used to it so it is not as challenging as it used
to be. At the same time, I am working full-time as a
store manager at Blaze Pizza in SLO, and I am
responsible for hiring, training and all other job
responsibilities. 

I feel very proud and successful. To me success is
working hard and focusing on things you need to get
done-- at the end of the day, you will feel rewarded.
My advice for other students who are trying to learn
English is to just keep focused on what is good for
you and not to be afraid of failure, because failure is
the key to success. Focus on what you can do to
achieve your goals: it can be learning a language,
making friends, getting a job, etc.

Matiullah Rashed
I'm a student at Cuesta. Now, I'm taking
English 201C and ESL 725, a conversation
class. The classes that I've taken at
Cuesta include ESL 704, 705, 706, 735
conversation, VESL 712, ESL 744
grammar, a computer class, ESL 799,
English 180, HOSP200, Art 200, and
English 201A. 

For me, learning a language is a
complicated process. It is different from
learning other subjects. It involves a lot of
practice and following up. It's challenging,
demanding, interesting, and satisfying. In
the past, I didn't know how to speak, read,
or write in English at all. I couldn't
understand English. But I always tell
myself I can do it! Don't let dreams be
dreams. Just keep going forward little by
little and never give up. Practice makes
perfect. Also, I have started to watch
English movies with subtitles at home. It
helped me to learn English faster. 

Sawitree Ault



 
EL Civics Student Work 

ESL students learned about different cultures in our EL Civics studies this semester. In
addition to writing about a classmate's culture, students in levels 701, 702 & 703  gave oral
presentations about themselves and their own culture.  Students in higher levels gave a
presentation about a classmate, and online students made a video for their presentation. 

ESL 701-703 Writing

1. What is an important day in your classmate’s hometown?

Her favorite holiday is Lunar New Year.

2.  When is it?

It is in February.

3.  What do people do?

We wear traditional clothes and we eat together.

4.  Why is it important?

I like it because the family gets together.

Celestino Jimenez (ESL 703) wrote
about his classmate Hieu Vu:

Ana Pena (ESL 701) wrote about her
classmate Ana Nano:

My classmate's name is Ana Nano.

My classmate's home country is Peru. 

An important day in Peru is Independence Day.

It is July 28th.

On this special day, people eat ceviche and chicken. 



 
EL Civics Student Work 

My Favorite Holiday

My favorite holiday is "Day of Poetry." The holiday is celebrated in spring on March 21. We decorate

with colored fabrics and with poetry on papers. We also read from specific poets. Sometimes we write

poems on our faces.

Similarities and Differences

In my native country the education system is the same as in the U.S. because we have elementary

school, middle school, high school, and college. In my native country it is common to prepare food at

home, but in the U.S., people sometimes buy food at fast food restaurants. 

 

ESL 704 Article

América Pérez and Norma Venezzia Camargo are ESL 704

students studying in person on the North County Campus. On

the left is América from Mexico wearing traditional

Venezuelan dress. On the right is Norma wearing a traditional

Mexican folkloric dress. They both performed traditional

dances to their partner's traditional music as part of the EL

Civics oral presentation. 

Students in ESL levels 704 - 799 gave oral presentations about a classmate's culture and wrote
articles about themselves and their own culture. 

About Me
My name is Mayra Zarate. I am from Jalisco, Mexico. I was born in

Tepehuaje. I grew up there with my family of two sisters and my parents.

I worked in different jobs. For example, I worked in stores and also in

restaurants. My native language is Spanish. I studied Spanish at the

University, but I didn't finish.



My Favorite Holiday 

My favorite holiday is The Three Kings Day. It is celebrated on January 6. This festival is held in

honor of birth of the child Jesus, when the three wise men came to receive him with gifts. In my

country, it is celebrated by giving toys to all children. Many children receive toys only on this date for

the whole the year. Parents put the toys under the children’s bed and ask them to leave a thank you

letter for the wise men along with a glass of milk and a little herbs for the camels. Some parents also

tell their children to leave them a cigarette, too, because the three wise men smoke! For me this

holiday is very important because it reminds me of my childhood, and it was the date my parents

gave me what they couldn’t buy me throughout the year. 

Similarities and Differences 

There are some similarities and differences between the DR and US cultures. One similarity is that

people value the time they spend with their family, and parents really value the education of their

children. Likewise, many people in the US do, too. One difference between the DR and US is the

dinner they make for Thanksgiving. In the DR, we make our big poultry meal on December 24, but

instead of cooking turkey like they do in the US on Thanksgiving, we cook chicken.

ESL 705 Article

 
EL Civics Student Work 

About Me 

My name is Ana Martinez, and I was born in San Cristóbal, Dominican

Republic. This town is located in the south of Santo Domingo, the

capital of the country. I grew up there with my parents and four

siblings, one brother and three sisters. My native language is Spanish.

I attended high school in Santo Domingo, and my favorite subject was

literature. 



.My Favorite Holiday

My favorite holiday is Independence Day. It is always celebrated on September 16th, and it commemorates

the day that Mexico declared independence from Spain. This holiday is important because Mexicans are free

from rules of Spain. We celebrate every year with fireworks at night, live music (like mariachi, bands), and a

lots of traditional food (posole, tamales, etc.). We decorate the streets with the flag of Mexico, and we dress

in green, red, and white clothes. Some people paint the Mexican flag on their faces. During the day there are

many parades in honor of our independence, and we honor our flag by singing our Mexican Nacional

Anthem as we respect our country. This day, we don’t work, and the students don’t go to schools. Many

people spend time with their relatives or friends at this celebration. We always remember that Independence

Day is an essential part of our history as Mexicans.

Similarities and Differences 

There are some similarities and differences between Mexico and the United States culture. One difference

relates to food. In Mexico,  Mexicans like to eat their meals with corn tortillas; however, Americans like to eat

their meals with bread. For example: in Mexico one popular food is tacos. They are prepared with corn

tortillas while in the United States one of the most popular foods is the hamburger. This is made with a

special bun for hamburgers. The bun is a type of bread. Food is important to everyone and it is essential to

stay healthy. One similarity between Mexico and the US about food is that both countries need the same

vegetables, meats, and spices to prepare their own meals, but in different ways. There are many similarities

and differences between Mexico and the US, but these are only two examples.

 
EL Civics Student Work 

ESL 706 Article

About Me

My name is Martha Rendon. I am from Mexico. My country is located in

the southern portion of North America, between the United States and

Central America. Mexico is bordered by the U.S. to the north and

Guatemala and Belize to the south. I was born in the municipality of El

Rosario, Sinaloa, Mexico. This city is located in the northwestern part of

the my country. I grew up there with my family of four sisters, four

brothers, and my parents. My dad is a farmer and rancher. My native

language is Spanish. I graduated from college as an elementary school

teacher. In my country, I was a teacher. I love working with children.


