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The number of students surveyed each year: 

 
2010: 209 

2011: 490 

2012: 558 
 
Question 1: My initial academic goal at Cuesta College is (choose one) 

 
    Special Circumstances: The response options 4 and 5 (for this question) in the 2010 survey were later 

combined into one response (response 4) for the 2011 and 2012 surveys; because the essential 
choices were not changed but only combined, a longitudinal view across all three years is not 
compromised. 

    Data Analysis: Respondents consistently chose “prepare to transfer to a college/university” as their 
initial academic goal at Cuesta. Across all three years, it is the solid majority choice. Additionally, that 
majority is growing—from 61% in 2011 to 76% in 2012. Interestingly, there is a consistent drop in 
students identifying “earn a 2year AA/AS degree or vocational degree” as their initial goal, a drop that 
appears to be absorbed by the growing “prepare to transfer to a college/university” response. 
“Explore what college is about,” “take courses I am interested in,” and “earn a certificate” are all 
steadily less than 10% of initial goals across the three year regard. 

o The percentage of “non-response” in this question is significantly higher than any other 
question in the survey. While it is impossible to know the reason for a “non-response” 
looking at the data alone, it is worth mentioning that participants who chose more than one 
response were calculated as non-responders due to the “choose one” criteria. 

 

 
 
 
Question 2: Which of the following influenced you to attend Cuesta College? (shade all that apply) 

 
    Data Analysis: Again, this question has a strong and growing majority response spanning three years. 

“Friends/family” is most often attributed to participants’ “influence” to attend Cuesta with a 59% 
rank in 2010 and a 61% rank in 2012. Alternatively, “advertizing on radio/tv” has remained a steady 
3% influence indicator across all three years, the lowest rank. “Word of mouth” has solidly risen from 
2011 to 2012, while both “cost of attendance” and “high school counselor/teacher” have dropped 
over the same time period. 

o The percentage of “non-response” to this question is very low, as is the case with all 
questions of this survey that allow for “all that apply” responses, indicating the high 
percentage of “non-response” in question 1 could be attributed to the “choose one” criteria. 

 

 
 
Question 3: On a scale of 1 to 7 (where 7 is extremely well prepared and 1 is extremely unprepared): how 

prepared were you in planning your courses for the fall semester   before attending today’s orientation? 
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    Data: The percentage distribution of this question is steady across all responses over the three year 
view. The majority lies between 3 and 5 on the scale, with the “extremely unprepared” (1 and 2) and 
“extremely well prepared” (6 and 7) containing the 10% margins on either side. 

 

 
 
Question 4: On a scale of 1 to 7 (where 7 is extremely prepared and 1 is extremely unprepared), how 

prepared were you in planning your courses for fall semester   after attending today’s orientation? 
 

    Data: Between 35-40% of respondents chose 6 on the question’s scale in all three years, indicating a 
solid group of students feel they are “well prepared” after having attended the orientation. More 
interesting perhaps is that the second highest rank is scale 7: “extremely well prepared,” a rank that 
is steadily rising—from 22% in 2010 to 28% in 2011 to 35% in 2012. Additionally, the percentage of 
scale ratings 4 and 5 (ratings of lesser preparation) are steadily decreasing along the three year view. 

 

 
 
 
Question 5: On a scale of 1 to 7 (where 7 is extremely prepared and 1 is extremely unprepared), how 

prepared are you to use your myCuesta student account? 
 

    Data: The highest rating (scale 7) is the consistent majority rank of this question across all three 
years, with the largest percent age in 2012 at 52% “extremely prepared.” The second rating (scale 6) 
holds a stable 30% of the rank across all three years as well, indicating the overwhelming majority of 
respondents rank themselves very well prepared to use their myCuesta account. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 6: Check the topics you gained information about through completing the online orientation or 

participating in the Orientation today (shade all that apply): 
 

    Special Circumstances: A longitudinal look could not be made with the data of this question, as the 
response options changed over the three year period. The year specific percentages for this question, 
however, are included in the raw data section of this report for independent review. 

 

 
 
 
Question7: On a scale of 1 to 7 (where 7 is extremely prepared and 1 is extremely unprepared), how 

effective were the counselors in assisting you with today’s orientation? 
 

    Data: A stable 60% of respondents chose a rating of 7 in this question, and a solid 22% chose a rating 
of 6, indicating an overall 82% majority collected in the two highest ratings of the question. This is a 
consistent grouping across all three years. It is worth noting, however, that the scale asks 
respondents to rate two different measures: “preparation” and “effectiveness” on one scale. Perhaps 
the question’s syntax should be reviewed. 
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RAW DATA 

 
Question 1 

 
2010 2011 2012 

   
1 0.48 2.2 2.3 
2 7 9.2 5.4 
3 0.9 4.9 1.8 
4 22 15.5 11.2 
5 64 61 76 
Non-response  6.0 6.9 3.0 

 
 

Question 2 
 

2010 2011 2012 
   

1 59 56 61 
2 3 3.2 2.3 
3 15 13.5 19 
4 46 40 37 
5 35 43.4 37 
Non-response 0.9 1.2 0.5 

 
 

Question 3 
 

2010 2011 2012 
   

1 9.6 9.6 11 
2 15 12.8 15 
3 15 24.7 17.6 
4 24 21.8 25 
5 18 16.7 16 
6 12 9 10 
7 4 4.5 4.1 
Non-response 0.4 0.4 1 
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Question 4 
 

2010 2011 2012 
   

1 0.48 1 .3 
2 3 1 2 
3 2.3 3.7 3.2 
4 9.6 6.7 5.7 
5 27 18 18.2 
6 35 40.6 35 
7 22.5 27.3 35 
Non-response  0 1.4 1 

 
 

Question 5 
 

2010 2011 2012 

   
1 0 0.2 .35 
2 0.9 0.6 .35 
3 4.3 1 .89 
4 6.7 5.5 4.8 
5 15 13 11 
6 33 28.6 29.8 
7 41 50.2 52 
Non-response 0 0.8 0.8 

 
 

Question 6  (please note the data cannot be compared by year in any way, both the number of questions and the order of 

questions do not correlate) 
 

2010 2011 2012 
   

1 71 24 62 66 
2 75 26 68 73 
3 82 27 77 83 
4 58 16 76 82 
5 55 12 66 67 
Non-response 2.0 1.0 6 79 80 

  non-response Non-response   2.0 
 
  #1 

Section II B3C 
SLO’s Summary of Orientation 



 

 
 

Question 7 
 

2010 2011 2012 
   

1 0 .48 0.8 0.2 
2 0.48 0.4 0.2 
3 2.3 1.22 0.3 
4 2.0 3.7 3.8 
5 6.7 9.6 8.6 
6 29 22.7 21.5 
7 59 60 64 
Non-response 0.48 1.6 1.4 
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