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E. Facility Changes  

In November 2000, the Board of Governors for the California Community Colleges  

passed a policy that beginning in 2002 new capital outlay projects submitted for approval  

for state general bond facilities funds would have to include district dollars. Therefore,  

when Cuesta College submitted its North County Campus Library/Learning Resource  

Center (L/LRC) and Trades and Technology Buildings, which were included in the  

November 2004 State School Facilities bond measure, it committed to $300,000 local  

money for the L/LRC and for the Trades and Technology Building. Design, drawing and  

construction funds for both of these facilities, along with renovation and modernization  

of the San Luis Obispo (SLO) Campus Physical Sciences Building were also included in  

the November 2004 bond measure. Also funded through a 2002 state bond measure, but  

not constructed as of Fall 2005, is the SLO Campus Theater Arts Building. The District  

has bid the theater project twice and even after downsizing the building and segmenting  

the project into alternative bid packages, the recent bids were $5 million above the dollars  

allocated.  

While the above facilities have state construction dollars, the rapid rise in construction  

costs in the last two years has resulted in construction bids that are 30% to 50% above the  

amount of state funding. If the District does not raise approximately $20 million within  

the next 12 months, it will lose most or all of the allocated state general obligation bond  

funds for the four projects listed above. Additionally, the District will be unable to  

modernize its 35-year-old buildings on the SLO Campus, construct its North County  

Campus buildings, or construct a South County Center.  



In addition to these changes related to district facilities needs, other facilities-related  

issues have emerged since 2001. First, in 2001 former Governor Gray Davis and the  

California Legislature agreed to fund ready-to-build K-16 facilities with lease revenue  

bonds in an effort to “jump start” the sluggish economy. Among the approved projects  

was the SLOCCCD Library Expansion building for the SLO Campus. This building has  

been under construction since Fall 2004 and will be completed by Spring 2007. When  

completed, the SLO Campus Library/Learning Resource Center (L/LRC) will house the  

“One Stop” Student Center, the Health Center, the permanent offices for the Student  

Learning (formerly called Instructional) administrators and staff, Employee Learning &  

Innovation Center (ELIC), Computer Services, General Services, and a remodeled and  

expanded Library. Once the L/LRC has been completed, the portable/relocatable  

buildings, which currently house administration for Student Learning, ELIC and General  

Services, can be moved to South County for a temporary center or sold.  

 


