
President’s Innovation and Motivation Fund 
2008-2009 

 
Thanks to the generosity of the Cuesta College Foundation, the innovation and 
motivation account supported a variety of student and faculty activities and 
achievements this year.  
 
Laurie McConnico, Biological Sciences, organized a field workshop in Baja, 
California to develop sampling protocols for monitoring marine microalgal 
communities.  Along with interacting with her colleagues from the University 
Autonoma de Baja, Laurie surveyed rhodolith beds and trained assistants in how 
to conduct this research.  Ultimately, this long term monitoring will result in 
peer-reviewed scientific publications.  Her expenses were fully funded by the 
President’s Innovation and Motivation fund.  
 
Mary McCorkle, Journalism, and eight journalism students attended the 
National College Journalism Convention February 26 – March 1, 2009.  Cuesta 
College was the only community college website in the nation recognized as 
having an Outstanding Interactive Element at the recent National College 
Journalism Convention. Jeremiah Lee is the online editor, instructor Patrick 
Howe is working with the students on the online edition. The convention, held 
by the Associated Collegiate Press in San Diego, also honored the paper edition 
and its editor, Travis Bland.  Ms. McCorkle’s expenses, along with those of the 
students, were partially funded by the President’s Innovation and Motivation 
fund. 
 
Funds also supported Cuesta College’s Transfer Day and the San Luis Obispo 
County College Night on November 3, 2008.  Approximately 60 college 
representatives were present to help students plan for their academic future.  
Representatives from UC, CSU, independent and out of state universities were 
available to answer questions and distribute information about their institutions.  
Participating colleges included UC Santa Cruz, UC Santa Barbara, UC Davis, Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo and CSU Monterey Bay. In addition, local community 
colleges, vocational schools and branches of the military were in attendance.  
 
Allison Merzon, past president of the Cuesta College Academic Senate, was 
invited to present at the Statewide Academic Senate’s Fall Plenary in November.   
 
Ten Mathematics faculty attended a Mathematics Conference in December 2008.  
One of whom, Bobbe McGee, was awarded a 2008 CMC3 Teaching Excellence 
Award at the conference.   She was nominated by her peers at Cuesta College, 
and selected by her colleagues from around the state.   
 



Mark Turner, Mathematics, presented “A New Twist on Trigonometric Graphs” 
at the AMATYC 34th Annual Conference in Washington D. C. in November 2008.  
His presentation aimed to teach his colleagues a new approach that simplifies the 
graphing process by using consistent definitions of the basic cycles and working 
working with frames.  This unified structure minimizes students’ difficulty and 
confusion.  Additionally, he was able to revitalize his teaching by networking 
with other instructors and sharing techniques and strategies.   
 
Two ARCH 252 students, Brad Smith and Jessica Leung, were among six 
finalists in a national design competition for their entries ‘Caterpillared’ and 
‘Hole on Hole’, respectively.   Cuesta College was the only institution 
represented twice, and was the only community college represented among the 
finalists.  Funds from the innovation and motivation account supported their 
attendance at the American Institute of Architects National Convention, where 
they will receive their awards. 
 
Cassandra Tarantino, Performing Arts faculty, was invited to attend the Oregon 
Bach Festival’s Conducting Master Class.   The application process is 
competitive, and it’s quite an honor to receive and invitation.  Cassandra will 
explore how text, music, symbolism, structure and technique come together, she 
will learn how to facilitate an effective rehearsal and how to diagnose and solve 
issues from world class professional orchestra and choral musicians.  I am 
pleased to be able to support her in this endeavor through the Foundation’s 
generosity. 
 
I truly appreciate the Foundation’s ongoing college wide support of innovation 
and excellence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



President’s Innovation and Motivation Fund 
2009-2010 

 
 
Thanks to the generosity of the Cuesta College Foundation, the President’s Innovation 
and Motivation Fund supported a variety of student, faculty, and staff activities and 
achievements this year.  
 

Student Bryan McPartlan participated in State Officer and Advisor training at 
the Skills USA National Leadership and Skills Conference in June 2009.   
(No fiscal impact on 2009-2010.  Not reported last year and was included in the 2008-
2009 budget) 
 
As reported last year, Cassandra Tarantino received an invitation to attend the 
‘Conducting Master Class’ at the Oregon Bach Festival.  A portion of the 
allocation was included in the 2009-2010 budget. ($300) 
 
Annette Loria attended the Association of Chief Human Resources 
Officers/Equal Employment Officers (ACHRO/EEO) Fall 2009 Institute.  This 
annual conference provides updates and allows chief officers to network and 
share best practices.  The Fall 2009 conference focused on the EEO plan. ($574) 
 
The Academic Affairs team invited Linda Gubman of Principled Solutions to 
conduct a workshop on principled relationships and interest-based bargaining.  
Academic Affairs greatly benefited from the material covered in the workshop.  
The team was introduced to more effective ways to reach agreement based on 
the college's best interest and the team's welfare.  The workshop has yielded 
valuable results in the department: more collegial interactions, open 
communication, and a principled approach to problem solving. ($600) 
 
Michael Kinter attended the 35th Annual American Mathematical Association 
of Two-Year Colleges Conference. ($289) 
 
Zachary Hall attended the 40th Association of Community College Trustees 
Annual Leadership Conference. ($195) 
 
Administrative Assistants/Scheduling Specialists Kat Cater, Margie Allred 
and Carolyn Lorimer attended the SunGard Summit Conference.  At this 
conference they learned about new features in Banner 8 as well as tips for 
implementation.  Kat, Margie and Carolyn received in-depth information about 
how the contractual obligations, compensation, and MIS will be executed 
differently in the upgraded software.  Additionally, they learned about a web 
time entry add-on.  This add-on may be implemented at Cuesta to expedite the 
time reporting process. ($1,974) 



 
The account supported 73 local Latina high school students in attending the 
Latina Leadership Conference, Edúcate, held at Cuesta College.  This all day 
conference was free of charge to attendees and featured a keynote speaker, 
workshops and entertainment.  Presenters included Dr. Gloria Velasquez, Hilda 
Zacarias and Carina Corral.  The opportunity to attend this conference may be 
the catalyst these young women need to pursue higher education. ($1,000) 
 
Deb Wulff, Debra Stakes, Chris Green and Ryan Cartnal attended 
Accreditation Institute 2010 training in March.  This training focused on the 
core elements and issues that need to be addressed as Cuesta College undertakes 
the self-study process.  Training included examples of robust program reviews 
and program review processes and budget and planning processes that reflect 
assessment of student learning and program review.  Another topic was Student 
Learning Outcomes and the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior 
Colleges Rubric. ($2,903) 
 
Students Bryan McPartlan, Madeline Stokes and Daniel Lehmkuhl attended 
the 46th annual National Leadership and Skills Conference in Kansas City June 
20-June 25, 2010.  Skills USA is a partnership of students, teachers and industry 
working together to ensure America has a skilled work force.  Bryan is a state 
officer running for national office and his major is Political Science.  Madeline is 
the state gold medalist and has been recognized at the national level for 
preschool teaching.  Daniel competed in the SkillsUSA WorldTeam and received 
a silver medal in Automotive Technology. ($2,250) 

 
I truly appreciate the Foundation’s ongoing college wide support of innovation and 
excellence. 
 

Budget Summary  
Rollover from 2008-09 $2039 
Foundation Gift 2009-2010 $10,000 
Expenditures & Encumbrances ($10,085) 
Rollover to 2010-2011 $1,954 

 



President’s Innovation and Motivation Fund 
2010-2011 

 
Thanks to the generosity of the Cuesta College Foundation, the President’s Innovation and 
Motivation Fund supported a variety of student, faculty, and staff activities and 
achievements this year.  
 

The Cultural Diversity and Student Equity Committee invited the Anti Defamation 
League to conduct their A Campus of Difference™ workshop.  Diversity is an important issue 
facing Cuesta College as it is in our community.  The goal of the workshop is to provide the 
knowledge and skills to effectively interact in a culturally diverse environment.  Attendees 
examined concepts of stereotyping and making assumptions, assessed their own perceptions of 
difference in themselves and others, interacted with people to learn how to be part of the 
solution. ($800) 
 
Throughout the year Linda Fontanilla has participated in the Association of California 
Community College Administrators (ACCCA) Administration 201: transformational 
leadership program. The series consists of four multiple day sessions.  The topics include: 
keys to transformation, resource development and management, strategies for change 
implementation, mastering the balancing act: bringing it all together.  Each cohort presents a 
final project at the conclusion of the series. ($1750) 
 
Joy Chambers invited John Snodgrass to present about updates to the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).  Attendees learned about limitations to accessing and 
providing student records. ($550) 
 
Stephan Gunsaulus attended the 2011 National Council for Marketing and Public 
Relations conference to present A Technological Revolution: Lowering Marketing Costs and 
Increasing Personalization. ($1500) 
 
Sabrina Robertson attended Senator Barbara Boxer's Workshop on Federal Grants and 
Resources in order to hear presentations on grant opportunities from federal agencies. ($150) 
 
John Knutson will travel with the Chamber Singers and Voce on a European Performance 
Tour.  These thirty students were selected to perform at two prestigious festivals.  The only 
American choir invited to the Festival Choral International en Provence, they were also 
invited to compete with choirs from more than thirty countries at the Vokal Total Festival in 
Graz, Austria. The majority of the funding for this endeavor was raised by student 
fundraising efforts.  ($2700) 

 
 
I truly appreciate the Foundation’s ongoing college wide support of innovation and 
excellence. 
 

Budget Summary  
Rollover from 2009-10 $1954 
Foundation Gift 2009-2010 $10,000 
Expenditures & Encumbrances ($8,450) 
Rollover to 2010-2011 $3504 

 



President’s Innovation and Motivation Fund 
2011-2012 

 
Thanks to the generosity of the Cuesta College Foundation, the President’s Innovation and 
Motivation Fund supported a variety of student, faculty, and staff activities and 
achievements this year.  
 

Blake Reed and the Counseling Department conducted Transfer Day on Monday, October 31, 
2011.  At this annual event Cuesta College invites approximately 50 university representatives come 
to campus to meet with our students.  The event was well attended by students, faculty, and staff 
and has been a positive influence on our campus community.  The President’s Innovation and 
Motivation account provided partial funding along with ASCC, the Alpha Gamma Sigma Honor 
Society, and Cuesta Café ($1000). 

Andrea Terry gave four presentations at the National Communication Association Convention 
in October 2011.  Andrea’s presentations included “Getting to know you: Using photo narratives to 
break the ice”, In their own words: Using a party game to recall and understand communication 
theories”, “Is this America’s voice? The ethical implications of ‘Courtesy of the red, white and blue’ 
and ‘have you forgotten?’” In addition, she attended presentations and compiled them into a 
resource book for use by the faculty professional development committee ($400). 

John Cascamo has participated in the San Luis Obispo Chamber of Commerce’s Leadership San 
Luis Obispo activities throughout the year.  Of course, Leadership SLO’s philosophy is “We will 
help you become a better person, and as a consequence, will build a better community” ($360).   

Jane Morgan and Allison Merzon procured a copy of the documentary Miss Representation by 
Jennifer Siebel Newsom for use in the classroom.  This film, which premiered at Sundance Film 
Festival in 2009, explores how the media’s misrepresentations of women have led to the 
underrepresentation of women in positions of power and influence.  Allison and Jane held on campus 
viewings of the film in Fall 2011 and Spring 2012 ($400).  

John Cascamo, Cathleen Greiner, Jane Morgan and Pamela Ralston attended the 
Accreditation Institute, "From Product to Process:  Accreditation for the Common Good,” in 
February 2012.  The institute addressed writing the institution’s self evaluation. More specifically, 
this institute examined ways of addressing assessment and “closing the loop” in order to meet the 
proficiency level in learning outcomes as indicated on the ACCJC rubric ($4000). 

Megan Barnes, Taj Knudsen and Gaye Steil attended the annual SunGuard Summit in March 
2012.  The summit provides ongoing education for Datatel+SunGuard Higher Education software 
which is used in our Human Resources and Payroll departments.  With more than 600 sessions, this 
is the premiere hands-on training opportunity ($3500).   

Estella Vazquez attended IME-BECAS Fellowship Program in May 2012 in an effort to further 
partnerships with various government and non-profit programs to increase funding opportunities 
for students ($452). 

 
I truly appreciate the Cuesta College Foundation’s ongoing District-wide support of 
innovation and excellence. 

Budget Summary  
Rollover from 2010-2011 $2730 
Foundation Gift 2011-2012 $10,000 
Expenditures & Encumbrances ($10,112) 
Rollover to 2012-2013 $2618 

 



President’s Innovation and Motivation Fund 
2012-2013 

Report from Dr. Gil Stork 
 
Thanks to the generosity of the Cuesta College Foundation, the President’s Innovation and 
Motivation Fund supported a variety of student, faculty, and staff activities and achievements this 
year.  
 

Todd Frederick attended the Community College League of California’s Board and CEO Executive Assistants 
Workshop.  At this annual conference, executive assistants are provided updates to policy and procedure in 
addition to other topics relating to supporting the governing board ($205). 
 
Karen Tacket and Israel Dominguez organized a morning of professional development for managers and 
confidential employees using the WorkTraits Compatibility System.  WorkTraits is a behavioral assessment 
“focused on creating effective communication and compatibility in the workplace”.  Personalized profiles were 
created for each attendee, along with information on peers ($1000). 
 
Pamela Ralston, Deborah Wulff, Kevin Bontenbal, Bret Clark and Linda Harris attended the Accreditation 
Institute 2012 by the Academic Senate "From Product to Process: Accreditation for the Common Good”. The 
main purpose of the Accreditation Institute is to assist and support faculty and administrative leaders as they 
write their institution’s self evaluation.  The Institute examined ways of addressing assessment and “closing 
the loop” in order to meet the proficiency level in learning outcomes as indicated on the ACCJC rubric ($900). 
 
The Edúcate Conference, held April 30, 2013, was supported in part by the President’s Innovation and 
Motivation account.   Gary Rubin, Glenda Moscoso, Sandee McLaughlin, and the Latina Leadership Network 
were instrumental in leading the efforts to bring local 200 high school student to Cuesta College’s North 
County Campus.  This initiative supports Institutional Goal 2 of building a sustainable base of enrollment by 
effectively responding to the needs of the local service area ($6550). 
 
Stacy Pointer led an effort to amend the mission, vision and goals statement for the North County Student 
Success Center.  Following that work, she made a proposal for funds which were allocated to faculty stipends 
to create and coordinate Directed Learning Activities in the Center.  This work supports Institutional Goals 4.B 
and 4.C ($2000). 
 
Blake Reed and the Counseling Department conducted Transfer Day 2012.  At this annual event Cuesta 
College invites approximately 50 university representatives come to meet with students.  The event was well 
attended by students, faculty, and staff and has been a positive influence on our campus community.  The 
President’s Innovation and Motivation account provided partial funding for the event ($1000). 
 
Graduating students who participated in Commencement 2013 received a discounted price for regalia at the 
request of Kristin Pimentel, Director of Admissions and Records ($2500). 
 
Each month an employee is invited as my guest to the San Luis Obispo Chamber of Commerce’s Good Morning 
SLO program ($320). 

 
I truly appreciate the Cuesta College Foundation’s ongoing District-wide support of innovation and 
excellence. 

Budget Summary  
Rollover from 2011-2012 $5,405 
Foundation Gift 2012-2013 $10,000 
Expenditures & Encumbrances $14,593 
Rollover to 2013-2014 $812 
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