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Dear Cuesta community,

The Board of Trustees named the new instructional building on the San Luis Obispo 
campus in honor of Dr. Frank R. Martinez, the founding vice president of academics of 
Cuesta College. The beautifully designed space for teaching and learning is a most suitable 
way to acknowledge the leadership of Dr. Martinez as a vice president and second 
president. It is a privilege to hear Dr. Martinez speak about starting the college from  
a cardboard box. I appreciate the incredible programs that have sprung from his early 
vision of academic excellence at Cuesta College.

I recently joined the North County Campus Children’s Center preschoolers as they added 
handprints and “signatures” to a metal beam that will be integrated into the R & B Schultz 
Early Childhood Education Center. The new center is under construction on the north east 
corner of the campus near the Dale & Mary Schwartz Learning  
Resource Center. The data center is nearing completion in  
San Luis Obispo bringing improved data security, power  
stability, and making Cuesta College cloud ready. Additional  
projects underway include upgrading the campus fiber  
infrastructure and widespread roof repairs and  
replacements. These critical upgrades and repairs  
are made possible by your support of Measure L.  
Thank you for investing in Cuesta College.

Warm regards,

Jill Stearns, Ph.D. 
Superintendent/President
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Cuesta College awarded 1,423 degrees to 1,060 graduating 
students at the 54th annual commencement ceremony on 
May 24th. Of this year’s graduating class, 499 students came 
from local high schools, 217 of which received their first year 
of college fee-free via the Cuesta College Promise Scholarship 
 —the largest number of Promise Scholarship recipients to date.  

The graduating class of 2019 is made up of students with the 
age range of 17 to 77. Awarded this year were a total of 534 

associate of arts degrees, 
316 associate of sciences 
degrees, and 573 transfer 
degrees. Of the graduates, 
239 earned honors or high 
honors by achieving a grade 
point average of 3.5 or 
higher, including 14 who 
earned a perfect 4.0 GPA. 

Twenty-three veterans 
earned degrees this year, 
representing the branches 
of Air Force, Army, Marine, 

Navy, and Coast Guard. Class of 2019 included students from 
two international countries (Australia and Brazil) and four 
states (Arizona, Colorado, Oregon, and Washington). 

Cuesta College’s Registered Nursing (RN) program also 
celebrated its 51st graduating class with a Pinning Ceremony. 
The 43 graduates received their Associates Degree in Nursing 
(ADN). This year’s cohort included students that ranged in age 
from 23 to 62 and was made up of 30 females and 13 males. 
Thirty-eight of the graduates were from within the San Luis 
Obispo County, four from northern Santa Barbara County,  
and one from out of the area.  

Seventeen of the graduating nursing students are currently in 
the third class of the California State University Monterey Bay 
 —Cuesta College ADN to BSN program on target to receive 
their Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing (BSN) in May 2020. 
The second class of Cuesta College’s ADN to BSN collaborative 
program with CSU Monterey Bay graduated on May 18th. 

“Graduates, you have a great team behind you,” said  
Superintendent/President Dr. Jill Stearns. “The faculty,  
staff, and leadership team of Cuesta College are proud to  
be part of your educational story. We are excited that you  
are poised for the next step of your life’s journey, and we  
look forward to hearing of your success.” 

Cuesta Celebrates

CLASS OF 2019
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Program Spotlight:

 HOSPITALITY
Gets a Warm Welcome

The hospitality and service industries 
are booming on the Central Coast. To 
meet the increased demand for more 
workers, Cuesta College extended the 
welcome mat and relaunched the 
hospitality program in August 2019. 

The program offers a Hospitality 
Management Associate in Science for 
Transfer degree to prepare students 
to transfer into the CSU system. 
Students already employed in the 
industry also have the option of 
choosing non-credit courses to  
gain skills and experience. 

“The service industry is a driving force 
of business here on the Central 
Coast,” said Hospitality instructor 
Sean Nolan. “One of the nice things 
about the program here is that 
students learn the scope of the 
hospitality industry in this area 
between hotels, wineries, breweries, 
restaurants, and wedding events.” 

According to Nolan, local businesses 
are excited about the possibility of 
meeting the demand for workers in 
the region. However, the goal of the 
program isn’t simply to add more 
potential employees, but to also 
develop a more educated workforce 
in all sectors. 

“There are service skills and a service- 
minded philosophy that you learn in 
a hospitality class that will assist you 
in any business that you decide to get 
into,” said Nolan. “Learning how to 
work with people, to comport 
yourself, to create positive situations 
are all beneficial to everybody in  
any industry.” 

Student Shawn Burg heard about the 
new program and moved to the area 
from Los Angeles to pursue a degree 
in hospitality. He hopes to run his own 
hotel eventually, but for now, he’s  
taking advantage of learning about 
hotel management from experts in 
the field. “My instructor (Kendi Root) 
has worked all over the world in 
hospitality, and that’s the perfect 
person you want teaching the class,” 
he said. “I think a lot of people don’t 
know how amazingly diverse the 
industry is, and there’s a lot to learn.” 

Nolan has been working in hotels for 
28 years, bringing his passion and 
vast knowledge of the industry to the 
hospitality program. He hopes to 
inspire students to pursue what he 
sees as a rewarding career.  

“The service industry is exciting and 
fulfilling because you can be a part  

of someone’s life-changing event in 
some way,” Nolan said. “It’s hard work 
 —but to be able to go home and feel 
that you provided an experience that 
someone will potentially remember 
for a lifetime, it doesn’t get better 
than that.” 
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Measure L Update:

NEW DATA CENTER GOES LIVE
Funded by Measure L funds allocated 
for technology infrastructure projects, 
the new Data Center on the San Luis 
Obispo campus is scheduled to go live 
December 2019 and become Cuesta’s 
resilient communications hub.   

The need for a data center arose from 
the ad-hoc nature of Cuesta’s technology  
infrastructure. Equipment, staff, and 
resources were spread out across the 
campus in an inefficient way. A centralized  

location consolidates the college’s  
previous three server “closets” into one 
new space, reducing strain on IT staff 
and improving the speed and stability 
of communication between servers, 
network devices, and the cloud. 

Offices in the data center house IT 
support staff, putting them right next  
to the systems that they maintain every 
day. New fiber optic lines are being run 
from the center to all campus buildings, 

ensuring that all departments benefit 
from improved connectivity.

And what Keith Stearns, Executive  
Director of Information Technology,  
is looking forward to the most is the 
extensive power upgrade that comes 
with the new data center.

“Previously, even a short power outage 
would cause systems to go down and 
could take up to three hours to recover,” 
he said. “A proper data center should 
have redundant power. Our new  
generators will allow our systems  
to remain online during an outage  
or natural disaster.”  

Stearns also points out that the new 
data center is more future-proof than 
the previous configuration, allowing for 
easy expansion of square footage, air 
conditioning, and power capacity. This 
ensures that the infrastructure upgrade 
made possible by Measure L funds will 
serve the Cuesta College community  
for many years to come. 

BOND PROJECTS TIMELINE
Critical upgrades and repairs made possible by your support of Measure L .
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Cuesta College was  
ranked as the  
2019 #1 Best  
Community College  
in California by  
niche.com.

As part of an ongoing effort to support 
student success, the Cougar Career Closet 
was launched to provide gently-used  
professional clothing for students to  
use in interviews and job fairs.

1  JANUARY

7  JULY
The Cuesta College Chapter of the Latino 
Leadership Network (LLN) announced 
the renaming of its scholarship in memory  
of a local education advocate, Andrea 
Blanco. The beloved Laguna Middle 
School teacher’s advocacy will live  
on in the newly named “LLN Andrea 
Blanco Scholarship,” which supports 

AB-540 students attending  
Cuesta College. 

Cuesta College held a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new Measure L-funded 
R & B Shultz Early Childhood Education 
Center at the North County Campus. 

2  FEBRUARY

AUGUST
The Cuesta College Children’s Center 
and Lab School began accepting up to 
16 children, ages 2.5 to 5 years 
old, for its brand-new evening pre-
school program held Monday through 
Thursday evenings from 3:30–9:00pm.

5 outstanding Central Coast women 
were recognized for their professional and 
civic contributions at the 2019 Women of 
Distinction Awards. 

3  MARCH

9  SEPTEMBER
Named one of the 2019 “Best Writing 
Conferences in America” by The Writer  
magazine, the 35th Annual Central 
Coast Writers Conference (CCWC) was 
held at Cuesta College’s San Luis Obispo 
campus on September 26–28. 

Cuesta College 2019

1

2

3 4
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Cuesta Drama’s Ghost Ship was honored 
by the Kennedy Center with 10 national 
awards including Outstanding Theatrical 
Creation, Outstanding Production of a 
New Work, and Outstanding Director. 

4  APRIL

10  OCTOBER
Cuesta College welcomed 800 local 
high school seniors to experience college 
life, explore career options, and learn 
about the Cuesta Promise Scholarship  
at the 6th Annual Promise Day on  
October 18. 

The Monarch Centers at Cuesta College  
opened its doors to provide resources  
for undocumented  
students and offer  
a welcoming and  
safe environment. 

MAY

11 NOVEMBER
The Harold J. Miossi Cultural &  
Performing Art Center celebrated a 
decade with Homegrown, a 10th 
Anniversary Benefit Concert. 
Performing Arts Alumni returned  
from their successes in the field to  
celebrate the program that helped  
harvest their talents! 

The brand-new Aquatics Center is officially  
open! Funded by Measure L, the project 
included upgrades to a 50-meter 
competition-sized swimming pool along 
with an expanded 25-yard practice pool. 

6  JUNE

DECEMBER
The new Data Center on the SLO  
campus is scheduled to go live, providing 
Cuesta College with improved data  
security and power stability. In prepa-
ration, a full technology shutdown from 

December 18–22 is required 
so the IT team may move the network 
core and servers into the facility.  
The outage will leave the campuses  
without internet connectivity, wi-fi,  
and online services.

YEAR IN REVIEW

9
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Riley Taft’s first engineering project 
was Shiva, a Volkswagen Vanagon he 
refurbished in his senior year of high 
school. He enrolled in drafting, woods, 
and metals classes to rebuild the 
interior, which includes a bed, stove, 
sink, water storage, and even a solar 
shower on the roof. Outside of school, 
he worked on the engine with his dad. 

Taft took advantage of dual enrollment  
college courses, finished a semester 
early, and spent the extra time 
working on the van. After giving his 
valedictorian speech, he hit the road 
with Shiva on a summer road trip 
from Colorado. He headed towards 
San Luis Obispo to attend Cuesta 
College and use the skills he picked  
up to study engineering. 

“I chose Cuesta specifically because  
of its great engineering courses and 
pathway to Cal Poly,” he said. “It’s also  
one of the best community colleges  
in California.” 

Taft is one of 25 students at Cuesta 
College receiving a scholarship of up 
to $7,700 a year for up to two years 
and an additional $10,000 each year 
for 2-3 years upon transferring to  
Cal Poly. The scholarships are made 
possible through a STEM ENGAGE 
grant funded by the National  
Science Foundation. 

ENGAGE (Engineering Neighbors: 
Gaining Access, Growing Engineers),  
is a partnership between Cal Poly, 
Cuesta College, and Allan Hancock 
College launched in Fall 2019 to 
increase access to engineering careers 
for low-income, academically talented 
students with a demonstrated 
financial need. “It’s an immense 
opportunity, and it will help me 
pursue my goals because it relieves 
some financial burden,” Taft said.  

Now entering his second year, Taft is 
making the most of his STEM classes 
and being active on campus. He is the 

vice president of the Cuesta College 
Engineers Without Borders, the first 
community college chapter in the 
nation. The student-led organization 
aims to support communities world-
wide through engineering projects 
that meet basic human needs. 

“I realize how powerful engineering  
can be,” he said. “I want to acquire all 
these tools with engineering to build 
up a toolbox, so I can then share that 
knowledge with others. I want to use 
what I’m learning to help and empower  
other people.” 

For Taft, this desire to make an impact 
on the world inspires him to build  
not only his future but also a future 
for others.  

Student Spotlight:

 RILEY TAFT
STEM ENGAGE Scholarship Recipient
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AG STUDENTS  
CONDUCT  
SUMMER RESEARCH 
IN THE FIELD

Five Cuesta College students were 
among the first community college 
students invited to participate in the 
Summer Undergraduate Research 
Program (SURP) at Cal Poly through  
the College of Agriculture, Food, and 
Environmental Sciences.  

Sinead Carney, Amber Eckert, Jordan 
Haddad, Christian Przybyla, and 
Luis-Isaiah Valdez were selected to  
work on research projects in their  
field of study under the supervision  
of a faculty mentor. For ten weeks over 
the summer, the students conducted  
at least 20 hours per week of field or 
laboratory research, culminating in  
a poster presentation of their results  
at a symposium in August.  

 AGRICULTURE  
 IN ACTION

“They learned about research methods 
and processes, and they were able to 
apply what they have learned in our  
ag programs to current research in 
areas such as business, plant science, 
and environmental science,” said  
Amy Stapp, Ag Business Instructor  
and Program Lead. 

Haddad’s research focused on the 
hydroponic strawberry response  
to oxygen saturated water, 
for which she calculated 
averages and measured 
fruits. While her findings 
were inconclusive, the 
practical applications and 
lessons she learned proved 
to be the most valuable.  

“I appreciated doing it and 
getting the experience 
because just reading the 
textbook can’t prepare you 
as much as actually doing 
it,” she said. “You can read 
about putting a seed in the 
ground and watching it grow, but what 
happens if it gets pests? The program 
provided real-life applications to see 
how the world affects things.” 

For Stapp, the exposure to research 
enabled the students to have a positive 
learning experience that she hopes will 
have a lasting impact. “I am incredibly 
proud of the work each of them did this 
summer,” she said. “I think it allowed 
them to get a taste of what research 
looks like in the field, and hopefully  
will help them be more clear on the 
educational path they choose.” 
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NURSING IN GUADALAJARA 

Last April, a group of 17 nursing students and faculty traveled 
to Guadalajara as part of a Global Nursing course to earn their 
advanced Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degrees 
through a partnership between Cuesta College and CSU 
Monterey Bay. The students graduated from Cuesta College’s 
RN Program in May 2018. 

Helping to broaden their language skills and cultural  
awareness, the students took an assessment course  
entirely in Spanish and were enrolled in local cultural  
classes through the Universidad Autonoma de Guadalajara  
as part of their curriculum. 

“This was a rare and great opportunity to be able to travel to 
another country and have the trip be coordinated to be safe, 
fun, and a great learning experience,” said student Alvin Do. 

“We stayed with a host family, learned what family culture in 

Mexico was like, and got to experience first-hand the rich 
culture of Guadalajara.” 

The week-long trip offered cultural and educational immersion 
while also helping others in need. The students had the 
opportunity to visit rural areas with other medical students 
and perform health screenings on residents with little access 
to healthcare. 

The students graduated with their bachelor’s degrees in May 
of 2019, completing their educational journey with a wider 
understanding of the world around them. 

“The experience went beyond what any of the students and 
faculty imagined it would turn out to be,” said Marcia Scott, 
Director of Nursing at Cuesta College. “We came back en-
riched and stronger in personal and professional growth.” 

CUESTA STUDENTS 
AROUND THE WORLD
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For student Stocke Gleason, meeting the people of France was 
immensely memorable. “We would go to some places and the 
entire town would come out into the plaza just to listen to us,” 
Gleason said. “They were amazingly supportive people who 
had so much to offer us. It was a beautiful place, and an 
amazing opportunity that I would not have been able to  
get at other places. I truly believe that.” 

According to Gleason, the group was astounded to discover 
how music bridged the gap between cultures. They met 
touring ensembles from 
other countries including 
Belgium, Canada, Indonesia, 
Latvia, Spain, South Africa, 
and Ukraine. 

“I think that just the experi-
ence of getting out in the 
world is wonderful,” said 
Gleason. “College is often 
associated with that ability—
to go out into the world and 
experience new things.” 

SINGING ACROSS FRANCE 

Last June, the Cuesta Chamber Singers and Voce traveled all the  
way to the south of France, performing concerts in towns and 
villages that graciously welcomed them with open arms. “We 
covered the entire country from east to west and performed 
11 concerts in 16 days,” said John Knutson, the Division Chair 
of the Performing Arts Department at Cuesta College. 

FIELD RESEARCH IN BAJA 

Each summer in Baja California, Mexico, Cuesta students get 
first-hand field research experience alongside their professors 
in a sixteen-day program which explores the richly biodiverse 
marine habitats near Bahía de los Ángeles, where the primary 
research facility is located. 

Jessica Ormiston took the trip this past summer as a student- 
turned-teaching-assistant. Her involvement ended up meaning  
so much more to her than she initially expected. “I would 
encourage it wholeheartedly,” she said of the program.  

“You get to do things you wouldn’t normally be able to do  
as a typical civilian—say, if you went on vacation in Mexico.” 

The opportunity for field experience was unparalleled, 
according to Ormiston. The team swam with many different 
marine animals, and even encountered swarms of comb jellies 
while out snorkeling. “They’re only the size of the first knuckle 
on your thumb, and in the light, you could see the iridescent 
colors on them,” she said. “It looked like little rainbows 
flashing through them, and it was one of the most beautiful 
things I had ever seen.” 

The study abroad program includes Marine Biology with  
lab (222 & 222L) taught by Dr. Laurie McConnico and  
Dr. Silvio Favoreto. The next session will be held Summer 2020 
from June 7–30. Pre-registration is available now. For more 
information, please email laurie_mcconnico@cuesta.edu. 
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Staff & Faculty

 AWARDS
Fall 2019 Opening Day

I feel so grateful to be a part of the  
Cuesta family. I appreciate each of  
the positions I have held here. I am  
glad that the service I am providing  

is helping staff, faculty, and students.  
I look forward to continuing to do so  

in the coming years. Thank you!”

Karen Garza  
2019 Classified Employee of the Year

This is incredibly humbling. It’s been  
a great 28 years working here [in] 

education and helping young people. 
Cuesta College has been awesome…  

the people here are amazing. 

Rob Thoresen 
2019 Academic Employee of the Year

I think all of us could say we’re better 
people from the students who have 

crossed our paths. I certainly know that 
they’ve enriched my life a lot. 

Denise Chellsen  
2019 Teaching Excellence AwardThrough Guided Pathways we are 

reimagining the college experience, 
creating clearer paths to completion, 
providing easier access to supportive 

services, and facilitating students’ 
ability to graduate in less time, with less 
debt, and well-prepared for their futures. 
I am honored to receive this award with 
Heidi and we are both looking forward 
to continuing this transformative work 

to the benefit of our students. 

Lara Baxley 
2019 President’s Leadership Award  

Co-Recipient 

I’ve been here at Cuesta for 15 years.  
I was a student here, and to be able to 
come back and serve our community 

and our students, and especially in this 
important time when we’re talking about 

equity and race, I hope that I can  
continue for 15 more years. 

Mia Ruiz 
2019 Management Senate  

Employee of the Year 

I’m just so happy and thankful to 
be here every day and get to work 
with each of you. I love my job and 
what I get to do with students,  
and this is incredible. Thank you. 

Heidi Webber 
2019 President’s Leadership Award 
Co-Recipient
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Cougar Fans, 

As we begin the new academic year and our student-athletes and coaches have  
settled in, we are incredibly fortunate to come back to two new Athletic Facility 
renovations. I can’t express how grateful we are for the commitment to update the 
Aquatics Center pool and the Dr. Gilbert H. Stork Gymnasium floor. The two projects 
were a part of the Cuesta College Bond Measure L and were sorely needed. 

The Aquatics Center is enjoyed by not only our men’s & women’s water polo teams 
but many Kinesiology and Community Program classes. As you can see from the  
pictures, the beautiful pool facility is utilized from sunrise to 
sunset. The new gym floor has been used by our women’s  
volleyball and basketball teams, along with several other  
community leagues. Both projects came out beautifully, and  
I encourage you to come out to some of our games this year. 

Go Cougars, 

Bob Mariucci  
Director of Athletics 

Hinson’s Tire Pros is a family owned 
and operated automotive repair center 
and tire dealer. Based in Morro Bay, the 
5 Diamond Tire and Automotive Shop 
(the highest rating given by Tire Pros) 
has been committed to providing great 
service since 1954.  

For owner and operator Minas  
Kurkeyerian, what’s equally as import-
ant to serving customers is giving back 
to the local community in various ways 
including becoming a Business Partner 
with Cuesta College.  

In addition to being a business partner, 
Hinson’s Tire Pros is an ardent supporter  
of Cuesta Athletics. The company is the 
lead sponsor for the annual Hinson’s 

Tire Pros Basketball Classic, which 
recently celebrated its fourth year at 
Cuesta College. They not only provide 
funds for the tournament, but is also 
responsible for the program, food,  
and trophies. 

Hinson’s Tire Pros support of college 
athletics highlights the importance of 
providing opportunities for student- 
athletes. “Lots of great things come 
out of sports,” Kurkeyerian said. “The 
students who participate in sports learn 
how to manage much better because 
they need to balance their classes and 
athletics. They get to learn how to work 
together as a part of a team, and learn 
about hard work and discipline. It’s an 
important stepping stone.” 

Business Partner:

 HINSON’S TIRE & AUTO
Supporting Cuesta College Athletics

Cuesta College

 ATHLETICS

BECOME A BUSINESS PARTNER  
WITH CUESTA COLLEGE
For more info, please call the Cuesta College 

Foundation at (805) 546-3279.
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Drew Kirsch attended Cuesta College 
from 2008–2011 and has since been 
making headway in the film industry. 
He is fresh from collecting accolades  
for co-directing Taylor Swift’s music  
video for “You Need to Calm Down.” 
The video, which won the 2019 MTV 
VMA Award for Music Video of the Year, 
has garnered almost 160 million views 
since its release. Kirsch took the time  
to chat with us to discuss his time at 
Cuesta College, his advice for students 
and aspiring filmmakers, and what’s 
next in his career. 

How did you find Cuesta College? 
I’m from Reno, Nevada. During my 
senior year of high school, I was 
exploring junior colleges in Southern 
California—looking at San Diego and 
Los Angeles. A friend of mine was going 
to Cal Poly, and during spring break,  

my three friends and I drove down and 
hung out with her for a whole weekend. 
I had never even heard of San Luis 
Obispo, and I loved it. Six months later, 
we all signed up for Cuesta and moved 
down. I would say, at the time, I was 
pretty lost. I wasn’t good at school, and 
it didn’t excite me. I was taking classes 
and getting by, but I had no idea what  
I was going to do. 

Which class or professor made the 
most impact on you? 
I took an English class with Kymba 
Bartley, which would be the English 
class that changed my entire life. She 
showed us documentaries and films, 
and she broke them down and  
explained to us the art of persuasion 
using ethos, pathos, and logos. She 
taught us rhetoric and critical thinking. 
And I was just fascinated. It was the  

first time probably in my entire life  
that something in school has really 
captured me and made me interested 
to learn more. 

She would question the class a lot, and 
teach us to question her and everything 
around us. She asked me, “What are 
you going to do in your life? Do you 
want the typical way of life that we’ve 
been told that it’s always supposed to 
be?” I’ll never forget it when she broke 
that down to me. I was pretty much 
having a quarter-life crisis at the time— 
it sounds ridiculous at the age of 19. 
But I was like, “I’m not good at anything. 
I’ve never been good at anything.  
What am I going to do in this life to 
have a purpose?” 

She told me, “Don’t be afraid to explore 
everything. And just know it’s okay to be 

Alumni Spotlight:

 DREW KIRSCH
Film Director
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a bartender—if you love bartending, 
and that’s what makes you happy,  
and you have a purpose doing it.”  
She opened my mind, and she made 
me explore. 

What were some of your memorable 
experiences at Cuesta College? 
I took a film class with John Arno, and 
he gave us a project. I went home, back 
to Reno, and I filmed this snowboard 
video. We all premiered our projects, 
and after I played mine, Arno asked me 
how long I had been doing film. And I 
was like, “I’ve never done it.” And he 
was like, “Come on.” I knew how to edit. 
I knew how to use a computer really 
well. It was easy for me to edit, and I’d 
learned the basics he had taught me.  
I thought it was easy, and he was like, 

“Whoa, this is really good.” I remember 
that day. I remember he made me feel 
pretty good about it. I was like, “Oh, 
wow. I’m pretty good at this.” And I was 
finally one of the best in the class at 
something. It sparked an interest in  
me to try to look into that more. 

I was watching a lot of movies at the 
time, and looking at them differently 
since I was being taught how they were 
done. I was just really interested, and I 
was excited. I bought a camera, a cheap 
camera, and I just started shooting 
everything I possibly could. Anything. 
From ballet recitals to weird little 
mini-documentaries, to films for class, 
and anything I could get my hands on. 
And I loved it. 

How did you launch your career  
in filmmaking? 
I packed my bags, and I moved down to 
LA. I got an internship that turned into  
a job at USA Today Sports doing action 
sports content. And eventually, I met up 
with a friend of mine from San Luis 
Obispo who had also moved to LA. He 
was friends with a lot of rappers, and 
he convinced me to do a rap music 
video. I was like, “Who watches these 
videos?” I had no interest in it, but I did 

it, and I loved it. So I did another and 
another. That’s just kind of how it all 
started. It was just me with a camera  
at the time. 

Eventually, I started sneaking out to 
other music video sets and watching 
what they did. I learned I actually 
wanted to direct and not just hold the 
camera anymore. I started taking my 
budgets and putting them all towards 
hiring a crew, and eventually, I got 
signed by an agent. That led everything 
to where it is now. I love what I do every 
day. It’s a pretty cool job, and it’s crazy to  
think where I am now from 10 years ago. 

Where are you hoping to take  
your career? 
Feature films. I’m working on that right 
now, actually—a lot of bigger music 
videos, commercials, and features. 
Features have always been my goal.  
But I’ll always do commercials, and I’ll 
always do music videos. They’re where 
my heart is.  

What’s your advice for students who 
want to pursue filmmaking? 
If you’re an independent filmmaker in 
John’s class, work on everything and 
learn every department. He did a good 
job of making sure everyone was  
included, but right off the bat, everyone’s  

like, “Oh, I want to be holding the 
camera.” It’s an important role, but 
there’s also so much to learn about 
editing, producing, and any of the  
other departments.  

My advice would be to do as much  
as possible and shoot everything—
whether it’s a music video, a short film, 
or your next-door neighbor doing yard 
work. I would film my dog walking 
around the backyard to get good at 
focusing the camera. It’s all about 
putting in the hours. If you love it,  
put in the hours. 

Why do you think community colleges 
are important? 
Cuesta is such a right place to find out 
what you want to do and explore. There 
are so many types of classes at Cuesta 
and such good teachers who are so 
encouraging. There was something 
about Cuesta that encouraged me to 
move on versus being there just to get 
a degree. It’s a safe place to learn and 

help you go where you want to go. 
Cuesta encourages you to go out  
and be great. 
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Whether in the classroom, in quality 
time spent with students, or in the form 
of financial support for those who need 
it most, Lara and Greg Baxley’s contri-
butions to Cuesta College have been 
instrumental to student success.  

The husband-and-wife team met  
during their college years. Both studied 
chemistry at Cal Poly, both attended  
the University of Oregon for their 
graduate degrees, and both now work 
as professors in the chemistry depart-
ment at Cuesta College. They ultimately 
wanted to teach at a community college, 
and their dream was to end up on the 
Central Coast. Cuesta checked all  
their boxes. 

“I love working at the same place as him,” 
said Lara. “It’s really nice working with 
your spouse,” Greg agreed with a chuckle.

A Message From Our Foundation Board President 

 DEBBIE PERRAULT 
Thank you for your support… 

I am sincerely honored to serve as this year’s Cuesta College Foundation 
President. I am excited to lead a Foundation Board, who are not only 
qualified and brilliant board members, but who also, I am proud to share, 
collectively have over 230 years of volunteer service to the Cuesta College 
Foundation! I would like to thank each one of my colleagues for their  
continuous and vital commitment to advance our Mission.  

Beyond the Foundation Board, I am surrounded by a community of  
incredible philanthropic supporters that have successfully contributed  
to building the Cuesta College Foundation into a strong asset for Cuesta 
College and our region. I am thankful to you for your investment and  
appreciate that you believe in our work enough to give us meaningful  
support. We are here because you care; thank you for your trust in us!   

It gives me great satisfaction to share that the Cuesta College Foundation, 
after forty-six years, ensures the highest level of educational opportunities 
for students’ access and success. I hope you will continue to join me in 
investing in this vision. Thank you for keeping our Mission a Promise,  
and together, building the future of our students!  

Debbie Perrault  
President, Cuesta College  
Foundation Board of Directors
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Donor Profile: The Baxleys

CONTRIBUTING  
TO STUDENT SUCCESS

What Greg enjoys the most about 
Cuesta is working in tandem with 
people across varying roles in educa-
tion. “We’re such a small community 
here,” he said. “The staff, the faculty, 
the management, we’re all working 
toward the same goal, and that is 
student success.” 

For Lara, some of the most transforma-
tive work to benefit students has been 
in her role as faculty co-coordinator 
with the implementation of Guided 
Pathways—a statewide initiative to help 
students find clear paths to complete 
their educational goals. “Guided 
Pathways is reimagining the college 
experience,” she said. “It’s about making 
our services more obvious to students 
and making it more seamless in terms 
of figuring out what classes to take  
and what order to take them in.”  

Greg and Lara’s passion for student 
success and equity is further demon-
strated through their financial  
contributions to the college. They’ve 
established an end-of-year cash award 
for promising students in the physical 
sciences department, and they donate 
to Cuesta’s Assistance for Student 
Emergencies Fund, which provides 
monetary support for students who  
are low-income and need immediate 
assistance to remain in college.  

“Community colleges typically get the 
lowest amount of funding for any of  
the educational entities in the state,  
yet we serve a lot of students who  
have a lot of needs,” said Greg. “We  
just feel it’s essential to help fund  
some of the great programs that  
the college provides for students.” 

Lara believes that contributing even  
just a small amount can make a big 
difference. “In donating to a community 
college, your money can go farther and 
be more impactful,” she said. “We can 
give just a little bit to make one aspect 
of being a student a little easier and 
help make their challenges a little  
easier to overcome.” 

BECOME A DONOR
There are various ways to donate to  

Cuesta College, monetary and otherwise.  

Call the Cuesta College Foundation at  

(805) 546-3279 to find out how you can 

support the college. You may also donate 

online at bit.ly/givetoCuesta. Gifts to the 

Cuesta Fund help to support the college’s 

priority needs.
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A Message From the Foundation Executive Director 

 SHANNON HILL 
Inspiration comes from many places. Your support of the Cuesta College Foundation 
this past school year has been inspiration in so many ways!

• You helped create a second year of free tuition for our local graduates, hundreds 
of which are on campus today, inspired to learn without burden of tuition.

• You created scholarships to help pay for the other costs of going to college—
books, transportation, living expenses.

• You fed hungry students so that they could focus on learning and not their  
stomachs by supporting the college’s food pantry.

• You replaced old technology on campus to help close the digital divide for  
students with limited access.

• You drove down the cost of textbooks by funding textbook vouchers and  
invested in low- or no-textbook options.

• You supported individual service and academic programs by investing directly  
in the classroom and places like the student health centers, tutoring centers  
and libraries (on both campuses!).

I have found my inspiration in the students striving to change themselves and their 
world; in my colleagues at Cuesta College for creating an environment to make that 
happen; and in you—for creating more opportunities through your philanthropy.

Shannon Hill

Executive Director of Institutional Advancement and Foundation

Foundation staff with the 2019 Educational Fundraising Award for overall performance.
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FY 2018–2019

FOUNDATION IN NUMBERS

 1.8 Million Raised

1.56 M 951K925
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Total Endowment Assets

757
student scholarships 

and departmental 
awards provided  
in the fiscal year 

2018–2019

Promise students  
in Fall 2018  

to get 2 years

dollars given to  
Cuesta College  
in the form of  

programmatic support

dollars given to  
Cuesta College 

scholarships, Promise, 
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What does the $1.8M raised support?
 31% Endowments 
 21% Scholarships 
 6% Arts/Humanities 
 15% Math/Science/Athletics 
 13% Area of Greatest Need 
 5% Community Programs 
 3% Business/CTE 
 2% Library Support 
 2% North County Campus 
 3%  Student Services
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Attala Law, APC
Wayne Attoe and Peter Frith
Kellie Avila
Pamela Avila
Karen Aydelott
Darlene Azevedo
Gabe Azevedo
B & B Collision Repair, Inc.
B & B Technical Services
Rudy and Anne Bachmann
Sandra Baers
Baja Farms
Lyn Baker
Baker Wine & Grape Analysis
Balbes Consultants, LLC
Warren and Linda Balfour
Bank of America 
—Santa Maria Regional Office
Ray Barber
Deborah Barker
Ian Barker
Leanne Barker
Leslie Barker
Luciana Barlett
John and Diana Barnhart
BarrelHouse Brewing Company
Cindy Barrera
Michaela Barthelmass
Sid Bartholow
Joseph Barton
Riven Barton
Brian Bates
Roger and Sylvia Baumgartner
Greg and Lara Baxley
Bayside Cafe
Be Smudge Free, Inc.
Shawn Bedard
Beda’s Biergarten
Eileen Beem
Bradley Bell
Terry Benevedo
Shannon Bennett
Carol Berg
Anna Bernard
Jonathan Berohn
Matthew Berohn
Jim and Ingrid Best
John and Antoinette Billington
Carroll Black
Kimberly Black
Norman Blackburn
Sarah Blackstone
Monica Blandford
Janeal Blue

Blue Sky Bistro
BMW of Santa Maria
Ray and Carol Boche
Jens Bogesvang
Bryce and Amy Boggs
Denae Boggs
Lorraine Bohanon
Sean and Marie Boling
Geri Bolivar
Kevin Bontenbal
Bruce Boren
Cecilia Boroumand
Michael and Patricia Bouquet
Carol Bower
Donna Bower
Richard and Darlene Bowman
Christine Braun
Melissa Brebner
Sheree Brekke
Peter and Margaret Bresler
Julia Bright
Pamela Brinley
Brisco Foundation
Joe and Diane Brocato
Brooks Complete Auto Repair, Inc.
Louis Brosi
Charlene Brower
Eric Brown
Jean Brown
Jennifer Brown
Matthew Brown
Robert Brown
Mark Browning
Elizabeth Buckner
Steve Budke
Clarence Buetow  
and Helen MacDonald 
Mike Bungarz
Bob and Joan Burgess
Douglas Burhyte
Marjorie Burkhardt
Peter and Tammy Burton
Jennifer Burton Bauer
Jaime Burwick
Thomas and Joan Butch
Fionnuala Butler
Kevin Byrne
Charles Cabassi
Michael and Anadina Cabassi
Erin Cabral
Carol Caccese
Bertha Caldwell
Deana Caldwell
Ireno Caldwell

A Big Thank You to Our

DONORS

Cuesta College awarded 
more scholarships and  
more money to more 
students than ever before at 
the 30th Annual Scholarship  
Reception on August 6th. A 
record-breaking 282 students  
received 510 scholarships 
totaling nearly $390,000. 
Scholarship recipients are 
current students at Cuesta 
College, incoming transfers, 
and high school students 
attending in Fall 2019. Many 
students received more than 
one scholarship, which can 
be used for tuition, books,  
and other expenses. 

1st Capital Bank
A to Z Club
AAUW—Morro Bay Branch
Joseph Abrahams
Rebecca Adams
Adams, Ferrone & Ferrone
Henry and Kathleen Agostini
Brian and Lacey Ahern
Chris Akelian
Melvin Albert
Amanda Alcantar
David Alcantar
Frank Alcantar
John and Linda Alexander
Mary Alpaugh
Ira and Marsha Alpert
Lorelei Alsup
Harriet Alto
Mary Alvarado
Austin Amante
Thomas and Heather Amante
Amazon Smile Foundation
Frances Anacleto
James Anderson
Robert Anderson
Rodger and Stevie Anderson
Anderson Inn
Sharon Andrade
Steve Andrews
Brendan and Frances Ankers
Irene Annoni
Paris Arey
Rosario and Angela Armenta
Leland Armitage
John Arno
Allyn and Lee Arnold
Joann Arnold
Kelly Arnold
Kimberly Arnold
Arroyo Grande Lions Club
Arroyo Grande Water Polo Club
Ginger Arthur
Linda Ashworth
Joseph and Donna Asire
Atascadero 76, Inc.
Ryan Atkinson
John and Kelly Attala
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Kannen Caldwell
Caliber Accounting and Tax, LLP
California West Coast Xtreme
Rick Camarillo
Kim Camilli
Ian Campbell
Susan Campbell
Eric Campos
Melania Carabay
Casey Cargill
Tony Carlisle
Glenn and Bernice Carlson
Tamar Carmona
Janet Carpenter
Roxanne Carr
Sandra Carrasco
Gordon Carscaden
Jeff and Peggi Carscaden
Kenneth Carter
John Cascamo
Ellen Castellanos
Carlos Castillo
Roger and Marge Castle
Dorothy Castro
Neil and Ann Castro
Pamela Castro
Judy Catalano
Terry Catron
Melanie and Richard Cavaletto
Central Coast Comedy
Central Coast Printing
Central Coast Wood Flooring
Charitysmith National Society  
of Memorial Funds
Charlie’s Place
Peter Chau
Delbert and Mary Ann Chausse
Audrey Chavarria
Michael and Denise Chellsen
Cherent Ranch Theatre
Chevron Matching Employee Funds
Nora Chilton
Carolyn Chilton-Casas
Stephen Chipman
Beth Cintas
CIO Solutions
City of San Luis Obispo
Barbara Clark
Bret and Michelle Clark
Ronald Clark
James and Karen Clarke
Clearway Energy, Inc.
Marguerite Cleveland
Annie Cline

CoastHills Credit Union
Elaine Coats
Barbara Cochran
Richard Cockwill
Randy Coddington
Mary Codorniz
Jayne Cohen
Steven and Jayne Cohen
Zorus and Judith Colglazier
Claudia Collier
Laura Collins
Columbia College
Community Action Partnership  
of San Luis Obispo County, Inc.
Compass Health, Inc.
John Alan and Victoria Connerly
Christopher and Sharon Connors
Sandra Contreras
Diana Cooper
Jennifer Cooper
Melissa Cooper
Michael and Bette Cooper
Marc and Carrue Cope
Karen Copp
Stephen Cowley
San Cozza
Michelle Craig
Creative Solutions, Inc.
Creeky Tiki
Grace Crittenden
Charles and Lois Crotser
Sarah Cruce
Gabriel and Erin Cuarenta-Gallegos
Cuesta Cafeteria, LLC
Cuesta College Classified  
United Employees
John and Donna Cundiff
John and Devin Cunningham
Tom Cunningham
Jason and Lilliana Curtis
Suzanne Curtis
Cuts by Mulina
D. Chivens Construction, Inc.
Jesse Dabill
Allen Dailey
Joe Dansby
Mark and Susan Dariz
Eric and Sharon Darnton
Jeffrey and Nicole Darnton
Linh Davidson
Ethel Davis
Jessie Davis
Matthew Davis
Tanya Davis

Tawny Davis
Marlene Decastro
Marci Deck
Joan Decker
Mary Dejong
Norma Delgado
Delta Kappa Gamma Alpha Mu
Bill and Sally Demarest
M.L. and M.K. Demartini
Scott and Nicole DeMello
DeMera DeMera Cameron, LLP
David Demler and Sharman  
Cummins Demler 
Robert Densham
Noreen Dentscheff
Calvin Depass
Fred ‘Ric’ Deschler
Robert Detwiler
Maria Deutsch
Daniel Deutsche
Andrea Devitt
R. Michael and Mary Jo Devitt
Jay and Carol Devore
Sabrina Diaz
Michael Diesman
Cynthia Dilbeck
Peter and Joanne Dill
John Dilworth
Don Dirkse
Gere Dizerega
Raymond and Audrey Dodd
Ken Doering
Chungsam and Sunae Doh
Mark and Susan Dokulil
Dolphin Bay Resort
Amanda Dominguez
Jane Donaldson
Clarence and Nancy Donati
George and Kristi Donati
Bryce Donavon
Gary and Donna Donovan
John and Sharon Donovan
Lawrence and Victoria Donville
Mary Dornish
Leanne Dougherty
Carl Dovey
Diane Dovjak
Susan Drake
Michael and Diane Draze
Bailey Drechsler
Ed and Maureen Dresp
Susan and Budd Dressler
Anna Dudley
Patricia Dudley
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Sandra Duerr
Beth Ann Dumas
Amber Dun
Christopher Dunn and Jayne Schurick 
Judy Dunn
Jody Dye-Jones
E.C. Loomis Insurance Associates
Sondra Eade
Dieter and Gail Eckert
Ed Marcom Enterprises
Christopher and Andrea Edgington
Diane Edwards
Dalene Eimon
Michael and Bonnie Eisner
Madeline Ekegren
Stephen Ekegren and Marianne 
Barber 
Jason Elam
Tami Elam
Elks Lodge of San Luis #322
Chris Ellett
Claudia Ellett
Lois and Cliff Elliott
Donald and Marguerite Erickson
Lenore Erickson
Eriks’ Muffler
Marge Ernst
Maria Escobedo
John Eskelin and Lissa McConnell 
Juan Espinoza and Candelaria 
Beltran Figueroa 
Joann Esser
Michael Esser
Estero Bay Women’s Club
Mario Evangelista
Susan Evans and Peter Clarke 
Terry Evans and Nancy Weddle 
Roger Ewing
Chris Ezaki
Julie Ezaki
Karen Ezaki
Fair Trade San Luis Obispo, Inc.
William and Carole Fairbanks
Patricia Fairchild
Mary Falcon
Angie Falk
Julie Fallon
Farm Supply Company
Troy Fauver
Silvio Favoreto
FCPP—Family Health
Stephanie Federico
Douglas and Rita Federman
Darrell Fenton

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Harry Arline Fierstine
Roland Finger
First Presbyterian Church  
of San Luis Obispo
Alfred and Barbara Fiscalini
Gloria Fiscalini
Byron Fiscus
Shawn Flaherty
Matthew Fleming
Amber Fletcher
Sherrie Flores
Janet Florez
Yvonne Floyd
FN Co Food Services
Carmen Fojo
Diane Folgarelli
Kory Fontes
Merlynn Foppiano
Bert and Candace Forbes
Steven and Cynthia Foster
Foundation for California  
Community Colleges
Denise Fourie
Michele Fralick
Cathy Francis
Richard and Julie Frankel
David Frayer and Constance  
Middleton-Frayer 
Todd Frederick
Colin Freeman
Graeme and Nancy Freeman
James and Paula Freeman
Claudia Freitas
Joe and Carol Freitas
George French, Jr.
John and Mary Frey
Robert Frias
Michael Frommlet and  
Barbara Zappas 
Sharon Fujitani
Erin Fullerton
Douglas and Eleanor Gabriel
Anne Gaebe Hall
Kayvan Gahrahmat
Kevin Gallagher
Galley Seafood Grill & Bar
George Galvan
Karen Ganguet
Bernardo Garcia
Cinda Garcia
Gudelia Garcia and Luis Magana 
Robert and Debbie Garcia
Kathryn Garcia-Colleran
James and Elaine Gardiner

Bob Garrett
Richard Garrett
Carol Gary
Maria Garza-Brown
Thomas and Elizabeth Gates
Sharron Gegenheimer
Joan Gellert-Sargen
Douglas Genereux
Russ and Cheryl Genet
Martha Gentry
Barbara George
Eric George
GeoSolutions, Inc.
Jeffrey Gervasi
Dianna Geyer
James and Krystal Geyer
Christopher and Tisha Gilbert
Dan Gilbert
Jay and Paula Gingrich
Matthew Gionta
Nella Girolo
Kevin Goetz
Vivian Goff
Randall and Kelly Gold
Saul and Carol Goldberg
Mary Golden
Gisele Gomes
Ruth Goodnow
Gregory Gorman
George Gorrindo
Craig and Susan Gossard
James Gough
Heather Gowdy
GoWesty Camper Products
Cindy Gradias
James Graham
James Grant and Claudia Rose-Grant 
Nicole Grant
Barbara Graper
Cheryl Gray
Lee and Lisa Gray
Great Place To Work Institute
Chris Green
Christopher and Shanda Green
Matthew Green
Robert Green
Alyssa Greenblatt
Angela Greene
Anna Greene
Harvey and Evelyn Greenwald
Rita Gregory
Karyn Grencius
Katherine Gritton
David and Debra Grotto
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Lisa Grotto
Patricia Grotto
Peter Grotto
Siboney Guardado
Brian Guerro
Guest House Grill
Gulliver’s Travel
Celine Gummer
Anthony and Melanie Gutierrez
Susan Gutierrez
Melissa Gutknecht
Paul and Cathy Gyselbrecht
Haila Hafley-Kluver
Amy Hall
Zachary and Kari Hall
Gail and Sandra Halvorson
Kenneth Hampian and  
Suzan Dargahi 
Handler and Steiner Family Fund
Cricket Handler
Donald Hansen
Warren and MaryEl Hansen
Gary and Muriel Harkins
Jon and Carole Ann Harmon
James and Susan Harper
Thomas Harrington
Linda Harris
Monique Hart
Gerald and Julia Hartzell
Harvey’s Honey Huts
Robert and Olga Harway
Esther Hashimoto
John Hastie
Kristen Hauber
Carl and Bonnie Hawkins
Brenna Hayes
Rebecca Haynes
Scott and Allison Head
Alex Hedbany
Patrick Hedges
Patrice Hedrick
Kathleen Hein
Dana Heintz
Maria Helm
Daphne Henry
Alison Herson
R. Jeffrey Herten and Debbie Lyon 
Jennifer and Ray Hetherington
Jonathan and Kelary Hetherton
Cecilie Hewitt
High Plains Ranch II, LLC
Douglas Highland
Bradley and Carol Lyn Hill
Kristin Hill

Shannon and Todd Hill
Sheri Hillis
Catherine Hillman
Douglas and Katherine Hilton
Hinsons Tire and Auto, Inc.
Aaron Hinton
Richard Hitchman and  
Yolanda Solis
Elaine Hollingsworth
Cheri Holloway
Jill Holstein
Allen and Terry Hopkins
Jason Hopkins
Larry and Sonya Horn
Carolyn Hornbuckle
Laurence and Torre Houlgate
James Houlis
Glennis Houston
Mary Howell
Kim Hubbs
Rhonda Hulsebus
Cheryl Humphrey
Robert and Leila Humphrey
Brian Hunsaker
Cherie Hunsaker
Jeff Hunsaker
Carol Hurd
W. Hurd
Barbara Hurst
Tom and Cheryl Huse
Peter Hutchison
Idler’s Home
Marion Ikeda
Hillary Illingworth
Duane Inglish
Kathleen Irvine
Kimberly Irvine
Estate of Mrs. Ada Irving
Michael and Jeanette Irving
Christina Isakov
J R Concrete, Inc.
Julianne Jackson
Richard Jackson
Ellen Jagger
Jahan Jahansooz
Lynda Jamrog
George and Lynn Janeway
Ronald Janney
Jordan Jantzen
Steven and Janice Jarrett
Colleen Jenness-Murphy
Stephanie Jimenez
Jerry and Harlean Johanson
John Donovan State Farm Agency

Allen and Fay Johnson
Christopher Johnson and  
S. Ptolemy Gibson 
J. Johnson and Kathy Fissori 
Karen Johnson
Lynn Johnson
Shane Johnson
Torye Johnson
William Johnson
Jeffery and Rosalie Jones
Jennifer Jones
Lynny Jones
Mariah Jones
Robert “Grigger” and Alice Jones
Anita Judd
Forrest Judy
Just Resolutions
Justin Vineyards & Winery
Alexandra Kahane-Unch
Sue Keenan
Keenan Associates
Lynn Kelley
Maureen Kelly
Rose “Ree” Kelly
Brenda Kelner
Coy and Theresa Kendrick
Rodney and Peggie Kennison
Timothy Kensinger and Mary Frances 
David and Carol Kenyon
Kern Adult Program
Gregory and Libby Kerr
Ann Ketelaar
Stacy Kimmey
Catherine King
Michael and Nancy Kington
Michael and Betsy Ann Kinter
Galen and Linda Kirn
Ralph and Isabel Kirsch
Kirstin Kallal Designs
Kitchell Construction
Klassen Corporation
Elle Kloberdanz
Melissa Kloberdanz
Terri Knight
Matthew Knudsen
Carolyn Knutson
John and Laura Knutson
Catherine Kom
Kon Tiki Inn
Jacob and Helen Kooi
Peter and Sandra Kopper
Margaret Korisheli
Kathleen Kravets
Jano Kray

Richard and Laurieann Kriet
Dennis and Darlene Krouse
Larry Kulm
James Kuzma
Betty La Faive
Brent and Madeleine La Mon
Julie Labrecque
Thea LaBrenz
John and Dee Lacey
Miles and Siobhain Lacey
Steve and Sumattee LaDochy
M.F. and Deborah Lagomarsino
John Landreth
Darcy Lange
Bradley Langer
Jason Larson
Michelle Larson
Christy Laschiver
Erin Lastreto
Latino Outreach Council, Inc.
Christina Lau
Greg Lauck
Laura Coats Revocable Trust
Laurence Gaebe Family  
Foundation, Inc.
Randolph and Patricia Lawrence
Astor Lawson
Stephen and Lori Lawson
Miguel Lazaro
League for Innovation
Michael Lee
Matthew Leedom
Kenneth and Marianne Lehr
Robert Leith
Patrick Len
Tonya Leonard
Christopher Leonardi
Stephen Leone
Bob Leppek
Jackson Leslie
Joey Leslie
John Leslie
Richard Leslie
Robyn Letters
Kenneth and Gabriele Levine
Andrea Lewis
Karen Libby
Libertine Brewing Company
Dan and Susanne Lickness
Diane “Dee” Limon
Eric and Megan Lindberg
Karen Linn
Richard Little
Ronald Little
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James and Patricia Litzenberger
Canguo Liu
Live Oak Financial
Elizabeth Lobo
Brian Locher
Ruth and Dick Lohrer
Dianne Long
James Long
Joan Long
Samuel Lopez-Sanchez
Loring, Wolcott & Coolidge Trust, LLC
Brittani Lots
Robert and Carina Love
Cindy Lowe
Sharon Lundgren
Dana Luther
Ann Lutzker
Lux PhotoBooth
LXV Wine
David Macfarlane
Sheldon and Alta Madison
Madonna Inn
Madonna Ranch
Brian Mainini
James Maino and  
Lisa Kilburn-Maino 
Daniel and Starlet Malone
David and Cherry Mana
Andrea Manderscheid
Barbara Mangan
Michael Mangan, Jr.
Michael Manley
Corine Manroe
Randy Manser
Marilyn Mather Photography
Robert and Lisa Mariucci
David Markridge
Duncan Marks
Betty Marsh
Jennifer Martin
Joseph Martin
Julie Martin
Mario and Jolene Martin
Steven and Jennifer Martin
Frank Martinez
Juan Carlos Martinez
Larry Martinez and Cathy Boggs
Cheryl Marvar
James Marx and Lee Hightower Marx 
Kelly Mason
Mary Matakovich
Math TV and XYZ Textbooks
Per Mathiesen
Tamara Mattei

Renee Maun
Christopher and Tamra Maydone
Kathleen Mayhew
Paul Mayo
Rita Maysey
J.D. and M.E. McCammon
Ronald and Laura McCarley
Michael and Donna McConnell
Laurie McConnico
Robert and Mary McCorkle
Mac and Whitney McCrory
Eric McDonald and Margot Kally 
Carolee McDonnell
Denise McDonough and John Kelley 
Joni McDonough
Angela McDougal
JR and MG McElroy
April McGee
Lawrence and Susan McGourty
Tommy McGuire
Pat and Diane McKeague
Sandra McKean
David McKillican
Donna Jane McKillican
Paula McMillian
Patricia McNamara
McNamara Realty, Inc.
Joseph McQuaid
Patricia McQuillen
Marlee Jo McWade
Philip and Marsha McWade
Meathead Movers, Inc.
Madeline Medeiros
Mechelle Medhurst
Louis Mello
Manuel and Mary Mendes
Jo Ann Mendiburu
Deborah Mendonca
Alberto Mercado
Michael and Andrew Merrifield
Jodi Meyer
Esther Meza and Fidel Gaitan 
Wonani Mhango
Caryn Michaels
Lise Mifsud
George and Diana Mihalakis
Rodger and Lauren Milbourne
R. Kent Milburn
Military Officers Association  
Central Coast CA Chapter
Military Order of the World Wars
Mitzie Millan
Bryan and Monica Millard
Jacqueline Miller

James Miller and L. June Stanley 
Joe and Barbara Miller
Kenneth and E. Christine Miller
Marlene Miller
Vita and Michael Miller
Stacy Millich
Dalna and David Mills
Richard Miskella
Mission Ag Resources, LLC
Darren and Angela Mitchell
Mike and Carolyn Mitchell
Michael Mogull
Jackie Molina
Oren Molloy
Shirley Monroe
Christopher and Pamela Moomey
Angellia Moore
David and Cherie Moore
Justin Moore
Laura Moore
David and Rebecca Morey
Kate Morgans
Amy Morley
Don and Jean Morris
Michael and Sandy Morris
Morris & Garritano Insurance
Morro Bay House of Jerky
Bill Mortimer
Glenda Moscoso
Paula Motlo
Diane Mozaffari
Abesh Mubaraki
Irene Mullen
Patrick and Laura Mullen
Glynnis Mullenary
Peter Mullin
Bryan Murphee
Francie Murphee
Gregory Murphy
James and M.W. Murphy
Janice Murphy
Richard Murphy
Steve Murphy
Randall Murray
Susan Mushallo
Tonya Mushallo
Edward Musolff
My805Tix
Daphne Myers
Melvin Nakaoka
Mark and Jennifer Nation
National Intercollegiate  
Rodeo Association Alumni, Inc.
Brian and Angela Neary

Warwick and Catherine Neasmith
Katherine Neidhardt
Beverly Nelson
Johathan and Cheryl Nelson
Lawrence and Margaret Nelson
Carol Nelson-Selby
Network For Good
Melissa Newhouse
Gayle Newton
Jesse Nichols
Veronica Nichols
Meg Nicholson
Stephen Nicklas and Deborah Simon 
Nicklas Chiropractic
Donald and Nancy Norton
Timothy Nowatzke
Ray Nunez
Jake Odello
Patrick O’Kelley
Diane Olear
Michael Olstad
Margaret and Paul Ontiveros
Opera Lovers Meet
Chad and Katie Osman
John Owens
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
Foundation Matching Gifts 
Ana Paez
Valerie Pallai
Mark and Amber Palmer
Margo Papi
Teressa Pardee
William and M. Carol Parente
Mary Parker
Cheryl Parkin
Dennis and Roseann Parks
Kirby and Lorraine Parnell
Robyn Parry
Paso Robles Art Association
Paso Robles Chevrolet
Paso Robles Waste and Recycle
Pragna Patel-Mueller and  
Robert Mueller 
Betty Patti
Peter and Addie Pedersen
PEO Chapter SO
Tracy Peoples
Bradley Peranik
Performance Athletics Gymnastics
Robert and Debbie Perrault
Theresa Perry
Tom Perry
Lauren Peters
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Susan Peters
Peterson Chiropractic
Melanie Peyton
Kelly Phelan
Phil Philbin
Joshua Phillips
Ryan Phillips
Phillips 66—Santa Maria Refinery
Amy Pickard
Susan Piel
Maye Pierpont
Kristin Pimentel
Kevin and Shannon Piper
Robert Pitts
Todd Pixler
Bill and Angel Platz
PMSM/19six Architects
Dennis Poletti
Howard Pommerening
Jeffrey and Andrea Portney
Portola Inn
Peter and Elizabeth Potter
Bobby Jo Powell
Tamara Powers
Powersource Chiropractic
Beverley Pratt
Brian Price
Larry and Janet Price
Alan and Patricia Prince
Maura Prolo
Muriel Prolo
Stan Prolo
George and Esther Pudlo
Paula Purcell
Stephen and Janine Quaglino
Quiky Car Wash
Lauren Rabaino
Rabobank
Richard and Pamela Racouillat
Mark and Jene Railsback
Daisy Rainey
Deborah Rainey
Satish and Diane Raj
Kimberly Ramirez
Dolores Ramos
Oscar Ramos
Lana Rauch
Ravine Waterpark
Caren Ray
George and Jean Raymond
James Ream
Terry and Cami Reece
Jody Reese
Walter and Helen Rehm

Elizabeth Reilly
Missy Reitner Cameron
Renaissance Charitable Foundation
David Rendek
Kristee Reyna
Eugene and Kaye Rheingans
Rob Rich
David Richardson and  
Jennifer Sue Pitts 
Robert and Melissa Richerson
Rick Elisarraras Excavation
Shelly Rico
Catherine Riedstra
Jenny Righetti
Riptide Club
Brittany Rizza
Kathryn Robasciotti
Brian and Jeri Roberts
Drew Roberts
Michelle Robertson
Trudi Robertson
Anita Robinson
Ann Robinson
J. E. and Betsey Robinson
Christine Rocha
Robert Rocha
Lynne Rodriguez
Shawn Roessler
Christopher Rogalla
Ashley Rogers
Dora Rokas
Jason Rollo
Elpidia Roman
Lisa Root
Mary Rose
Scott Rosenfeld
Barbara Rosenthal
Marie and Lee Rosenwasser
Jean Ross
Rotary Club of SLO—De Tolosa
Nicholas and Janet Rountree
Robert and Debby Royer
Jan Rozendaal
Gary and Kathleen Rubin
Kathleen Ruddell
James Rudy
Jackie and Jackie Ruffoni
Naomi Ruiz
Ron and Shaunna Ruppert
Rick and Donna Russell
Dathel Sahlberg
Randy Salas
Jannine Saldana
Daniel and Marie Salyer

San Luis Ambulance Service, Inc.
San Luis Beverages
Gabriela Sanchez
Gerardo Sanchez
Mark Sanchez and Yvette Sarmiento 
Annie Sandoval
Rosemary Sandoval
Santa Barbara Zoo
James Sargen
Daniel and Elizabeth Savant
Ronda Schaad
Cristin and Anthony Schatz
Adam and Stacey Schiager
Leslie Schiager
Lisa Schicker
Deborah Schlanser
Julianne Schmidt
Tara Schmunk
Susan Schneider
Nicole Schott
James Schuelke
Raymond Schuler
Thomas Schulz
Wallace and Ruby Schwam
Robert Schwennicke
Cheryl Scollan
David and Sheila Scott
Jerry and Leslie “Kim” Scott
Marcia Scott
Patrick Scott
Randy and Tracy Scovil
Anneka Scranton
Claudeis Selby
Shirley Selkirk
Doris Selva
Robert and Alice Sennett
Bob and Xiaoping Shanbrom
Robert and Marlene Shannon
Farhad Shariat
Peggy Sharpe
Jay Shaw
Madeleine Shaw
Michael and Stevia Shaw
Nathan and Janet Shephard
Teri Sherman
Stan and Mary Sherwin
Judith Sherwood
Kelly Sherwood
Krissy Sherwood
Kevin Shimoda
Mark Shinbrot
Dale Shinkawa
Michael Shinkawa
Mitsuye Shinkawa
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Sierra Vista RMC Volunteer Auxiliary
Mike Silacci
Louis Silva
Thomas and Betty Sharron Silveira
Bruce Silverberg
Frank and Noma Silveria
Marla Silversmith
Yolanda Simanek
Roger Siminoff
Janet Simmons
Jack and Laurie Sinton
Stephen and Jane Sinton
Six Flags Magic Mountain
Diane Slabaugh
Mary Slavet
Whitney Small
Bart Smith
Carolyn Smith
Gary Smith
Joseph Smith
Myron Smith
Steven Smith
SoCreate, Screenwriting for Everyone
Laurice Sommers
Sophidion Foundation, Inc.
Soroptimist International  
San Luis Obispo
Elizabeth Souza
Jeffrey Sparrow
Lori Spears
Mary Speidel
Spirit Market Gasoline & Foodmart
Splash Cafe Artisan Bakery, Inc.
Jesse and Elizabeth Sprouse
Angie Staheli
Ronald and Martha Staib
Debra Stakes
Richard Staley
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.
Joan Starkey
Perry Starkey
Keith and Jill Stearns
Carolyn Steele
Gary and Vallerie Steenson
Lawrence Steffler
Rachel Steiner
Nancy Steinmaus
Florin and Janice Stelzer
Julie Stephenson
Adele Stern
Danielle Stewart
Dwayne Stewart
Joey Stewart
Robert Stewart

Rodney and Carol Stine
Sam and Sherri Stoddard
John and Kris Stokes
George Stone
Gilbert and Janice Stork
Jason and Jessica Strano
Strato Financial
Shawn Stringham
Tim and Mary Strobridge
Stephen and Alida Stroebel
Daniel and Anne Stubbs
Anna Stubler
Carol Stultz
Lisa Stumpf
Sub Sea Tours
James and Sue Sunderland
Christina Sunseri
Superior Crane & Transport
Thomas Sutherland
Keith Swank
Chris Swany
Heather Sweeney
Joseph Sweeney and Leslie Chandler 
Edward and Lauri Sweeny
Craig Swenson
Swift Action Fund
Douglas Swort
Sylvester’s
Peter and Jean Sysak
Kathy Tabullo
Art and Karen Tacket
Rosemary Talley
Talley Vineyards
William Tappan
Neil Tardiff
Pam Taylor
Richard Taylor
Michael Teehee
Tehachapi American Legion Post 221
Michael and Nataly Teixeira
Kathryn Terrell
Kimberly Terrell
Leslie Terry
Sally Testa
Damon Thayer
The Coffee Pot Restaurant
The Community Foundation  
San Luis Obispo County
The Crushed Grape
The Douglas P. Tewalt and Terese 
Tewalt Revocable Living Trust
The Great American Fish Co.
The Harold J. Miossi Charitable Trust
The Madison Square Garden Co.

The Marlene Peter Survivors Trust
The SLO Base of the United States 
Submarine Veterans, Inc.
The Richard J. Weyhrich  
Charitable Trust
The Ronald E. and  
Paula J. Wansa Family Trust
The Steven and Diane Negro  
Living Trust
The Wonderful Company  
Foundation, Inc. 
Joe Thelin
Thoma Electric Co.
Robert Thomas
Rees Thorkelson
Lynda Thorstrom
Maria Tibbles
Timothy Hayes Financial &  
Insurance Services, Inc.
Tognazzini’s Dockside Restaurant
Maureen Tolson
Rick Totah
Denise Trager-Dvorak
Trailer Barn, Inc.
Lionel Trevino
Monica Trevino
Michelle Trinca
Pamela Trottier
Trout and Associates
Daniel Troy
Forrest Tryon
Eric and Crystal Tucker
Heather and Taylor Tucker
William and Katherine Tuculet
Mark and Anne Turner
Twin Cities Community  
Hospital Volunteers
Umpqua Bank
Union Bank
United Way of  
San Luis Obispo County
Lisa Ussery
Becky Valadez
Jennifer Valdez
Agnes Vandergrift
Gregory Vanoli
Marlene Vargas
Laura Vaughn
Estella and Martin Vazquez
Adam and Mary Verdin
John and Young Veres
Steven Verhaaren
Robert and Janice Verity
VFW Tehachapi Mountain Post 5948
Mary Vickers



THE CUESTA COLLEGE FOUNDATION
Board of Directors 2019–2020

 CUESTA COLLEGE NEWS    |    FALL 2019  27

Brielle Vidmar
Natalie Vidmar
Villa Automotive Center
Chelsea Villalobos
Jared Villalobos
Melanie Villanueva
Yolanda Villarreal
Stephen and Ruth Vines
Peter and Mae Helen Vitale
Christian and Regina Voge
Alan Volbrecht
Carolyn Voss
Robert and Debra Wacker
Jay and Yolanda Waddell
Timothy Wade
Deanna Walker
Scott Wall
David Wallace
Benida Walter
Nancy Walter
Cindi Walton
Kevin Wamsley
Debbie Warden
Erin Warren-Gordon and Ron Gordon 
Waterloo Cellars
Dreux Watermolen
Claudia Watters-Souder
Lisa Wearda
Melinda Weaver
Nancy Webb
Sherlyn Webb
William and Leslie Webb
Heidi Webber
Mark Weber
Martin and Donna Wefald
Stephen and Eleanor Weinstein
Charles Weir
Clint Weirick
Alice Welchert
C.E. Wenter
Christine Wesemann
David Wesemann

David Wesemann
Duane Wesemann
Wolfgang Wesemann
James and Helen West
Stephen West
Sharon Westray
Jeanette Whalls
Jeff Whipple
Jeff White
Jerry White
Lee White
Carol Whitney
Pamela Whitney
Stuart Wild
Mary Lou Wilhelm
Jeri Wilkinson
Sharon Williams
Timothy and Merrie Williams
Kelly Willis
Roy and Cheryl Willis
Wilshire Home Health
Cynthia and Jimmie Lee Wilshusen
Bob Wilson and  
Maureen Robles-Wilson 
Clarence Wilson
Debbie Wilson
George and Kimberlee Wilson
Howard Wilson
Timothy Wilson
Wendy Wilson
Gordonna Wiltfang
Robert Wiltfang
Danielle Wold
Dean and Donna Woodruff
Kara Woodruff
Kevin and Peggy Wright
Deborah Wulff
Sandra Wynia
Kent and Joyce Yamaguchi
Mary Yates
Katherine Yoshiwara
Darlene Young
Sharon Young
A. Patrick and Linda Zalamea
Raymond and Linda Zeuschner
Patrick Zimpfer
Kathryn Zipperian

Foundation Board President 
Debbie Perrault

Vice President of Development 
Jeff Darnton

Vice President of Membership 
Anneka Scranton

Vice President of Alumni Relations 
Douglas Hilton 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Rob Garcia

Directors
Jim Anderson 

Lindsay Bachman 
Bryce Boggs 

Kevin Bontenbal 
Michael Cabassi 

Bill Carpenter 
Roxanne Carr 
Jason Curtis 

Susan Dressler 
Nella Girolo  

Angelica Guerrero Fortin 
Gary Harkins  
Mary Howell 

Grigger Jones 
Jano Kray  
Dee Lacey  

Stacy Millich 
Kate Morgans 
Bill Mortimer 

Pragna Patel-Mueller 
Hunter Perry 
George Pudlo  

Anita Robinson 
John Rolph 

Mark Sanchez  
Mike Shaw 
Jill Stearns 
Pete Sysak 
Dan Troy 

Terry Vigil 
Tim Williams 

Janice Fong Wolf
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	A Letter From Our Superintendent/President
	 JILL STEARNS

	Dear Cuesta community,
	Dear Cuesta community,
	The Board of Trustees named the new instructional building on the San Luis Obispo campus in honor of Dr. Frank R. Martinez, the founding vice president of academics of Cuesta College. The beautifully designed space for teaching and learning is a most suitable way to acknowledge the leadership of Dr. Martinez as a vice president and second president. It is a privilege to hear Dr. Martinez speak about starting the college from a cardboard box. I appreciate the incredible programs that have sprung from his ear
	 

	I recently joined the North County Campus Children’s Center preschoolers as they added handprints and “signatures” to a metal beam that will be integrated into the R & B Schultz Early Childhood Education Center. The new center is under construction on the north east corner of the campus near the Dale & Mary Schwartz Learning Resource Center. The data center is nearing completion in San Luis Obispo bringing improved data security, power stability, and making Cuesta College cloud ready. Additional projects un
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Warm regards,
	Jill Stearns, Ph.D.Superintendent/President
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	Artifact
	Cuesta Celebrates
	Cuesta Celebrates
	CLASS OF 2019

	Cuesta College awarded 1,423 degrees to 1,060 graduating students at the 54th annual commencement ceremony on May 24th. Of this year’s graduating class, 499 students came from local high schools, 217 of which received their first year of college fee-free via the Cuesta College Promise Scholarship —the largest number of Promise Scholarship recipients to date.  
	Cuesta College awarded 1,423 degrees to 1,060 graduating students at the 54th annual commencement ceremony on May 24th. Of this year’s graduating class, 499 students came from local high schools, 217 of which received their first year of college fee-free via the Cuesta College Promise Scholarship —the largest number of Promise Scholarship recipients to date.  
	 

	The graduating class of 2019 is made up of students with the age range of 17 to 77. Awarded this year were a total of 534 associate of arts degrees, 316 associate of sciences degrees, and 573 transfer degrees. Of the graduates, 239 earned honors or high honors by achieving a grade point average of 3.5 or higher, including 14 who earned a perfect 4.0 GPA. 
	Twenty-three veterans earned degrees this year, representing the branches of Air Force, Army, Marine, Navy, and Coast Guard. Class of 2019 included students from two international countries (Australia and Brazil) and four states (Arizona, Colorado, Oregon, and Washington). 
	Cuesta College’s Registered Nursing (RN) program also celebrated its 51st graduating class with a Pinning Ceremony. The 43 graduates received their Associates Degree in Nursing (ADN). This year’s cohort included students that ranged in age from 23 to 62 and was made up of 30 females and 13 males. Thirty-eight of the graduates were from within the San Luis Obispo County, four from northern Santa Barbara County, and one from out of the area.  
	 

	Seventeen of the graduating nursing students are currently in the third class of the California State University Monterey Bay —Cuesta College ADN to BSN program on target to receive their Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing (BSN) in May 2020. The second class of Cuesta College’s ADN to BSN collaborative program with CSU Monterey Bay graduated on May 18th. 
	 

	“Graduates, you have a great team behind you,” said Superintendent/President Dr. Jill Stearns. “The faculty, staff, and leadership team of Cuesta College are proud to be part of your educational story. We are excited that you are poised for the next step of your life’s journey, and we look forward to hearing of your success.” 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Artifact
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	Program Spotlight:
	Program Spotlight:
	 HOSPITALITY
	Gets a Warm Welcome

	The hospitality and service industries 
	The hospitality and service industries 
	The hospitality and service industries 
	are booming on the Central Coast. To 
	meet the increased demand for more 
	workers, Cuesta College extended the 
	welcome mat and relaunched the 
	hospitality program in August 2019. 

	The program offers a Hospitality 
	The program offers a Hospitality 
	Management Associate in Science for 
	Transfer degree to prepare students 
	to transfer into the CSU system. 
	Students already employed in the 
	industry also have the option of 
	choosing non-credit courses to 
	 
	gain skills and experience. 

	“The service industry is a driving force 
	“The service industry is a driving force 
	of business here on the Central 
	Coast,” said Hospitality instructor 
	Sean Nolan. “One of the nice things 
	about the program here is that 
	students learn the scope of the 
	hospitality industry in this area 
	between hotels, wineries, breweries, 
	restaurants, and wedding events.” 

	According to Nolan, local businesses 
	According to Nolan, local businesses 
	are excited about the possibility of 
	meeting the demand for workers in 
	the region. However, the goal of the 
	program isn’t simply to add more 
	potential employees, but to also 
	develop a more educated workforce 
	in all sectors. 

	“There are service skills and a service-
	“There are service skills and a service-
	 
	minded philosophy that you learn in 
	a hospitality class that will assist you 
	in any business that you decide to get 
	into,” said Nolan. “Learning how to 
	work with people, to comport 
	yourself, to create positive situations 
	are all beneficial to everybody in 
	 
	any industry.” 

	Student Shawn Burg heard about the 
	Student Shawn Burg heard about the 
	new program and moved to the area 
	from Los Angeles to pursue a degree 
	in hospitality. He hopes to run his own 
	hotel eventually, but for now, he’s 
	 
	taking advantage of learning about 
	hotel management from experts in 
	the field. “My instructor (Kendi Root) 
	has worked all over the world in 
	hospitality, and that’s the perfect 
	person you want teaching the class,” 
	he said. “I think a lot of people don’t 
	know how amazingly diverse the 
	industry is, and there’s a lot to learn.” 

	Nolan has been working in hotels for 
	Nolan has been working in hotels for 
	28 years, bringing his passion and 
	vast knowledge of the industry to the 
	hospitality program. He hopes to 
	inspire students to pursue what he 
	sees as a rewarding career.  

	
	“The service industry is exciting and 
	fulfilling because you can be a part 
	 
	of someone’s life-changing event in 
	some way,” Nolan said. “It’s hard work
	 
	 —but to be able to go home and feel 
	that you provided an experience that 
	someone will potentially remember 
	for a lifetime, it doesn’t get better 
	than that.” 


	Artifact
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	Measure L Update:
	Measure L Update:
	NEW DATA CENTER GOES LIVE

	Funded by Measure L funds allocated for technology infrastructure projects, the new Data Center on the San Luis Obispo campus is scheduled to go live December 2019 and become Cuesta’s resilient communications hub.   
	Funded by Measure L funds allocated for technology infrastructure projects, the new Data Center on the San Luis Obispo campus is scheduled to go live December 2019 and become Cuesta’s resilient communications hub.   
	The need for a data center arose from the ad-hoc nature of Cuesta’s technology infrastructure. Equipment, staff, and resources were spread out across the campus in an inefficient way. A centralized location consolidates the college’s previous three server “closets” into one new space, reducing strain on IT staff and improving the speed and stability of communication between servers, network devices, and the cloud. 
	 
	 
	 

	Offices in the data center house IT support staff, putting them right next to the systems that they maintain every day. New fiber optic lines are being run from the center to all campus buildings, ensuring that all departments benefit from improved connectivity.
	 

	And what Keith Stearns, Executive Director of Information Technology, is looking forward to the most is the extensive power upgrade that comes with the new data center.
	 
	 

	“Previously, even a short power outage would cause systems to go down and could take up to three hours to recover,” he said. “A proper data center should have redundant power. Our new generators will allow our systems to remain online during an outage or natural disaster.”  
	 
	 
	 

	Stearns also points out that the new data center is more future-proof than the previous configuration, allowing for easy expansion of square footage, air conditioning, and power capacity. This ensures that the infrastructure upgrade made possible by Measure L funds will serve the Cuesta College community for many years to come. 
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	BOND PROJECTS TIMELINE
	BOND PROJECTS TIMELINE

	Critical upgrades and repairs made possible by your support of Measure L .

	Cuesta College 2019
	Cuesta College 2019

	Artifact
	Cuesta College was ranked as the 2019  Best Community College in California by niche.com.
	Cuesta College was ranked as the 2019  Best Community College in California by niche.com.
	 
	 
	#1
	 
	 
	 

	As part of an ongoing effort to support student success, the Cougar Career Closet was launched to provide gently-used professional clothing for students to use in interviews and job fairs.
	 
	 

	  JANUARY
	
	1


	Cuesta College held a groundbreaking ceremony for the new Measure L-funded R & B Shultz Early Childhood Education Center at the North County Campus. 
	Cuesta College held a groundbreaking ceremony for the new Measure L-funded R & B Shultz Early Childhood Education Center at the North County Campus. 
	  FEBRUARY
	
	2


	 outstanding Central Coast women were recognized for their professional and civic contributions at the 2019 Women of Distinction Awards. 
	 outstanding Central Coast women were recognized for their professional and civic contributions at the 2019 Women of Distinction Awards. 
	5

	  MARCH
	
	3
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	  JULY
	  JULY
	
	7

	The Cuesta College Chapter of the Latino Leadership Network (LLN) announced the renaming of its scholarship in memory of a local education advocate, Andrea Blanco. The beloved Laguna Middle School teacher’s advocacy will live on in the newly named “LLN Andrea Blanco Scholarship,” which supports  students attending Cuesta College. 
	 
	 
	AB
	-
	540
	 


	AUGUST
	AUGUST
	The Cuesta College Children’s Center and Lab School began accepting up to 16 children, ages , for its brand-new evening preschool program held Monday through Thursday evenings from 3:30–9:00pm.
	2.5 to 5 years 
	old
	-


	  SEPTEMBER
	  SEPTEMBER
	
	9

	Named one of the 2019 “Best Writing Conferences in America” by The Writer magazine, the  Annual Central Coast Writers Conference (CCWC) was held at Cuesta College’s San Luis Obispo campus on September 26–28. 
	 
	35th


	YEAR IN REVIEW
	YEAR IN REVIEW

	The Monarch Centers at Cuesta College opened its doors to provide resources for undocumented students and offer a welcoming and safe environment. 
	The Monarch Centers at Cuesta College opened its doors to provide resources for undocumented students and offer a welcoming and safe environment. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	MAY

	The brand-new Aquatics Center is officially open! Funded by Measure L, the project included upgrades to a  competition-sized swimming pool along with an expanded 25-yard practice pool. 
	The brand-new Aquatics Center is officially open! Funded by Measure L, the project included upgrades to a  competition-sized swimming pool along with an expanded 25-yard practice pool. 
	 
	50
	-
	meter

	  JUNE
	
	6


	Cuesta Drama’s Ghost Ship was honored by the Kennedy Center with  national awards including Outstanding Theatrical Creation, Outstanding Production of a New Work, and Outstanding Director. 
	Cuesta Drama’s Ghost Ship was honored by the Kennedy Center with  national awards including Outstanding Theatrical Creation, Outstanding Production of a New Work, and Outstanding Director. 
	10

	  APRIL
	
	4


	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact

	
	
	
	6


	Artifact
	
	
	
	9
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	  OCTOBER
	  OCTOBER
	
	10

	Cuesta College welcomed  local high school seniors to experience college life, explore career options, and learn about the Cuesta Promise Scholarship at the 6th Annual Promise Day on October 18. 
	800
	 
	 


	DECEMBER
	DECEMBER
	The new Data Center on the SLO campus is scheduled to go live, providing Cuesta College with improved data security and power stability. In preparation, a full technology shutdown from  is required so the IT team may move the network core and servers into the facility. The outage will leave the campuses without internet connectivity, wi-fi, and online services.
	 
	 
	-
	December 18
	–
	22
	 
	 
	 


	 NOVEMBER
	 NOVEMBER
	
	11

	The Harold J. Miossi Cultural & Performing Art Center celebrated a decade with Homegrown, a  Benefit Concert. Performing Arts Alumni returned from their successes in the field to celebrate the program that helped harvest their talents! 
	 
	10th 
	Anniversary
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	Student Spotlight:
	Student Spotlight:
	 RILEY TAFT
	STEM ENGAGE Scholarship Recipient

	Riley Taft’s first engineering project was Shiva, a Volkswagen Vanagon he refurbished in his senior year of high school. He enrolled in drafting, woods, and metals classes to rebuild the interior, which includes a bed, stove, sink, water storage, and even a solar shower on the roof. Outside of school, he worked on the engine with his dad. 
	Riley Taft’s first engineering project was Shiva, a Volkswagen Vanagon he refurbished in his senior year of high school. He enrolled in drafting, woods, and metals classes to rebuild the interior, which includes a bed, stove, sink, water storage, and even a solar shower on the roof. Outside of school, he worked on the engine with his dad. 
	Taft took advantage of dual enrollment college courses, finished a semester early, and spent the extra time working on the van. After giving his valedictorian speech, he hit the road with Shiva on a summer road trip from Colorado. He headed towards San Luis Obispo to attend Cuesta College and use the skills he picked up to study engineering. 
	 
	 

	“I chose Cuesta specifically because of its great engineering courses and pathway to Cal Poly,” he said. “It’s also one of the best community colleges in California.” 
	 
	 
	 

	Taft is one of 25 students at Cuesta College receiving a scholarship of up to $7,700 a year for up to two years and an additional $10,000 each year for 2-3 years upon transferring to Cal Poly. The scholarships are made possible through a STEM ENGAGE grant funded by the National Science Foundation. 
	 
	 

	ENGAGE (Engineering Neighbors: Gaining Access, Growing Engineers), is a partnership between Cal Poly, Cuesta College, and Allan Hancock College launched in Fall 2019 to increase access to engineering careers for low-income, academically talented students with a demonstrated financial need. “It’s an immense opportunity, and it will help me pursue my goals because it relieves some financial burden,” Taft said.  
	 

	Now entering his second year, Taft is making the most of his STEM classes and being active on campus. He is the vice president of the Cuesta College Engineers Without Borders, the first community college chapter in the nation. The student-led organization aims to support communities worldwide through engineering projects that meet basic human needs. 
	-

	“I realize how powerful engineering can be,” he said. “I want to acquire all these tools with engineering to build up a toolbox, so I can then share that knowledge with others. I want to use what I’m learning to help and empower other people.” 
	 
	 

	For Taft, this desire to make an impact on the world inspires him to build not only his future but also a future for others.  
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	AG STUDENTS CONDUCT SUMMER RESEARCH IN THE FIELD
	AG STUDENTS CONDUCT SUMMER RESEARCH IN THE FIELD
	 
	 

	Five Cuesta College students were among the first community college students invited to participate in the Summer Undergraduate Research Program (SURP) at Cal Poly through the College of Agriculture, Food, and Environmental Sciences.  
	 

	Sinead Carney, Amber Eckert, Jordan Haddad, Christian Przybyla, and Luis-Isaiah Valdez were selected to work on research projects in their field of study under the supervision of a faculty mentor. For ten weeks over the summer, the students conducted at least 20 hours per week of field or laboratory research, culminating in a poster presentation of their results at a symposium in August.  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	“They learned about research methods and processes, and they were able to apply what they have learned in our ag programs to current research in areas such as business, plant science, and environmental science,” said Amy Stapp, Ag Business Instructor and Program Lead. 
	 
	 
	 

	Haddad’s research focused on the hydroponic strawberry response to oxygen saturated water, for which she calculated averages and measured fruits. While her findings were inconclusive, the practical applications and lessons she learned proved to be the most valuable. “I appreciated doing it and getting the experience because just reading the textbook can’t prepare you as much as actually doing it,” she said. “You can read about putting a seed in the ground and watching it grow, but what happens if it gets pe
	 
	 

	For Stapp, the exposure to research enabled the students to have a positive learning experience that she hopes will have a lasting impact. “I am incredibly proud of the work each of them did this summer,” she said. “I think it allowed them to get a taste of what research looks like in the field, and hopefully will help them be more clear on the educational path they choose.” 
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	CUESTA STUDENTS AROUND THE WORLD
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	NURSING IN GUADALAJARA 
	NURSING IN GUADALAJARA 
	Last April, a group of 17 nursing students and faculty traveled to Guadalajara as part of a Global Nursing course to earn their advanced Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degrees through a partnership between Cuesta College and CSU Monterey Bay. The students graduated from Cuesta College’s RN Program in May 2018. 
	Helping to broaden their language skills and cultural awareness, the students took an assessment course entirely in Spanish and were enrolled in local cultural classes through the Universidad Autonoma de Guadalajara as part of their curriculum. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	“This was a rare and great opportunity to be able to travel to another country and have the trip be coordinated to be safe, fun, and a great learning experience,” said student Alvin Do. “We stayed with a host family, learned what family culture in Mexico was like, and got to experience first-hand the rich culture of Guadalajara.” 
	The week-long trip offered cultural and educational immersion while also helping others in need. The students had the opportunity to visit rural areas with other medical students and perform health screenings on residents with little access to healthcare. 
	The students graduated with their bachelor’s degrees in May of 2019, completing their educational journey with a wider understanding of the world around them. 
	“The experience went beyond what any of the students and faculty imagined it would turn out to be,” said Marcia Scott, Director of Nursing at Cuesta College. “We came back enriched and stronger in personal and professional growth.” 
	-
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	SINGING ACROSS FRANCE 
	SINGING ACROSS FRANCE 
	Last June, the Cuesta Chamber Singers and Voce traveled all the way to the south of France, performing concerts in towns and villages that graciously welcomed them with open arms. “We covered the entire country from east to west and performed 11 concerts in 16 days,” said John Knutson, the Division Chair of the Performing Arts Department at Cuesta College. 
	 

	For student Stocke Gleason, meeting the people of France was immensely memorable. “We would go to some places and the entire town would come out into the plaza just to listen to us,” Gleason said. “They were amazingly supportive people who had so much to offer us. It was a beautiful place, and an amazing opportunity that I would not have been able to get at other places. I truly believe that.” 
	 

	According to Gleason, the group was astounded to discover how music bridged the gap between cultures. They met touring ensembles from other countries including Belgium, Canada, Indonesia, Latvia, Spain, South Africa, and Ukraine. 
	“I think that just the experience of getting out in the world is wonderful,” said Gleason. “College is often associated with that ability—to go out into the world and experience new things.” 
	-
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	FIELD RESEARCH IN BAJA 
	FIELD RESEARCH IN BAJA 
	Each summer in Baja California, Mexico, Cuesta students get first-hand field research experience alongside their professors in a sixteen-day program which explores the richly biodiverse marine habitats near Bahía de los Ángeles, where the primary research facility is located. 
	Jessica Ormiston took the trip this past summer as a student-turned-teaching-assistant. Her involvement ended up meaning so much more to her than she initially expected. “I would encourage it wholeheartedly,” she said of the program. “You get to do things you wouldn’t normally be able to do as a typical civilian—say, if you went on vacation in Mexico.” 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	The opportunity for field experience was unparalleled, according to Ormiston. The team swam with many different marine animals, and even encountered swarms of comb jellies while out snorkeling. “They’re only the size of the first knuckle on your thumb, and in the light, you could see the iridescent colors on them,” she said. “It looked like little rainbows flashing through them, and it was one of the most beautiful things I had ever seen.” 
	The study abroad program includes Marine Biology with lab (222 & 222L) taught by Dr. Laurie McConnico and Dr. Silvio Favoreto. The next session will be held Summer 2020 from June 7–30. Pre-registration is available now. For more information, please email laurie_mcconnico@cuesta.edu. 
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	I’m just so happy and thankful to 
	I’m just so happy and thankful to 
	I’m just so happy and thankful to 
	be here every day and get to work 
	with each of you. I love my job and 
	what I get to do with students, 
	 
	and this is incredible. Thank you. 

	Heidi Webber2019 President’s Leadership Award Co-Recipient
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	Fall 2019 Opening Day
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	This is incredibly humbling. It’s been a great 28 years working here [in] education and helping young people. Cuesta College has been awesome… the people here are amazing. 
	This is incredibly humbling. It’s been a great 28 years working here [in] education and helping young people. Cuesta College has been awesome… the people here are amazing. 
	 
	 

	Rob Thoresen2019 Academic Employee of the Year
	 


	I think all of us could say we’re better people from the students who have crossed our paths. I certainly know that they’ve enriched my life a lot. 
	I think all of us could say we’re better people from the students who have crossed our paths. I certainly know that they’ve enriched my life a lot. 
	Denise Chellsen 2019 Teaching Excellence Award
	 


	Through Guided Pathways we are reimagining the college experience, creating clearer paths to completion, providing easier access to supportive services, and facilitating students’ ability to graduate in less time, with less debt, and well-prepared for their futures. I am honored to receive this award with Heidi and we are both looking forward to continuing this transformative work to the benefit of our students. 
	Through Guided Pathways we are reimagining the college experience, creating clearer paths to completion, providing easier access to supportive services, and facilitating students’ ability to graduate in less time, with less debt, and well-prepared for their futures. I am honored to receive this award with Heidi and we are both looking forward to continuing this transformative work to the benefit of our students. 
	Lara Baxley2019 President’s Leadership Award Co-Recipient 
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	I’ve been here at Cuesta for 15 years. I was a student here, and to be able to come back and serve our community and our students, and especially in this important time when we’re talking about equity and race, I hope that I can continue for 15 more years. 
	I’ve been here at Cuesta for 15 years. I was a student here, and to be able to come back and serve our community and our students, and especially in this important time when we’re talking about equity and race, I hope that I can continue for 15 more years. 
	 
	 

	Mia Ruiz2019 Management Senate Employee of the Year 
	 
	 


	I feel so grateful to be a part of the Cuesta family. I appreciate each of the positions I have held here. I am glad that the service I am providing is helping staff, faculty, and students. I look forward to continuing to do so in the coming years. Thank you!”
	I feel so grateful to be a part of the Cuesta family. I appreciate each of the positions I have held here. I am glad that the service I am providing is helping staff, faculty, and students. I look forward to continuing to do so in the coming years. Thank you!”
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Karen Garza 2019 Classified Employee of the Year
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	Cougar Fans, 
	Cougar Fans, 
	As we begin the new academic year and our student-athletes and coaches have settled in, we are incredibly fortunate to come back to two new Athletic Facility renovations. I can’t express how grateful we are for the commitment to update the Aquatics Center pool and the Dr. Gilbert H. Stork Gymnasium floor. The two projects were a part of the Cuesta College Bond Measure L and were sorely needed. 
	 

	The Aquatics Center is enjoyed by not only our men’s & women’s water polo teams but many Kinesiology and Community Program classes. As you can see from the pictures, the beautiful pool facility is utilized from sunrise to sunset. The new gym floor has been used by our women’s volleyball and basketball teams, along with several other community leagues. Both projects came out beautifully, and I encourage you to come out to some of our games this year. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Go Cougars, 
	Bob Mariucci Director of Athletics 
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	 HINSON’S TIRE & AUTO
	Supporting Cuesta College Athletics

	Artifact
	Hinson’s Tire Pros is a family owned and operated automotive repair center and tire dealer. Based in Morro Bay, the 5 Diamond Tire and Automotive Shop (the highest rating given by Tire Pros) has been committed to providing great service since 1954.  
	Hinson’s Tire Pros is a family owned and operated automotive repair center and tire dealer. Based in Morro Bay, the 5 Diamond Tire and Automotive Shop (the highest rating given by Tire Pros) has been committed to providing great service since 1954.  
	For owner and operator Minas Kurkeyerian, what’s equally as important to serving customers is giving back to the local community in various ways including becoming a Business Partner with Cuesta College.  
	 
	-

	In addition to being a business partner, Hinson’s Tire Pros is an ardent supporter of Cuesta Athletics. The company is the lead sponsor for the annual Hinson’s Tire Pros Basketball Classic, which recently celebrated its fourth year at Cuesta College. They not only provide funds for the tournament, but is also responsible for the program, food, and trophies. 
	 
	 

	Hinson’s Tire Pros support of college athletics highlights the importance of providing opportunities for student-athletes. “Lots of great things come out of sports,” Kurkeyerian said. “The students who participate in sports learn how to manage much better because they need to balance their classes and athletics. They get to learn how to work together as a part of a team, and learn about hard work and discipline. It’s an important stepping stone.” 
	 


	BECOME A BUSINESS PARTNER WITH CUESTA COLLEGE
	BECOME A BUSINESS PARTNER WITH CUESTA COLLEGE
	 

	For more info, please call the Cuesta College Foundation at (805) 546-3279.
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	 DREW KIRSCH
	Film Director

	Drew Kirsch (center) on set of Rufus Du Sol music video. Photo courtesy of Drew Kirsch.
	Drew Kirsch (center) on set of Rufus Du Sol music video. Photo courtesy of Drew Kirsch.
	Drew Kirsch (center) on set of Rufus Du Sol music video. Photo courtesy of Drew Kirsch.


	Drew Kirsch attended Cuesta College from 2008–2011 and has since been making headway in the film industry. He is fresh from collecting accolades for co-directing Taylor Swift’s music video for “You Need to Calm Down.” The video, which won the 2019 MTV VMA Award for Music Video of the Year, has garnered almost 160 million views since its release. Kirsch took the time to chat with us to discuss his time at Cuesta College, his advice for students and aspiring filmmakers, and what’s next in his career. 
	Drew Kirsch attended Cuesta College from 2008–2011 and has since been making headway in the film industry. He is fresh from collecting accolades for co-directing Taylor Swift’s music video for “You Need to Calm Down.” The video, which won the 2019 MTV VMA Award for Music Video of the Year, has garnered almost 160 million views since its release. Kirsch took the time to chat with us to discuss his time at Cuesta College, his advice for students and aspiring filmmakers, and what’s next in his career. 
	 
	 
	 

	How did you find Cuesta College? 
	I’m from Reno, Nevada. During my senior year of high school, I was exploring junior colleges in Southern California—looking at San Diego and Los Angeles. A friend of mine was going to Cal Poly, and during spring break, my three friends and I drove down and hung out with her for a whole weekend. I had never even heard of San Luis Obispo, and I loved it. Six months later, we all signed up for Cuesta and moved down. I would say, at the time, I was pretty lost. I wasn’t good at school, and it didn’t excite me. 
	 
	 

	Which class or professor made the most impact on you? 
	I took an English class with Kymba Bartley, which would be the English class that changed my entire life. She showed us documentaries and films, and she broke them down and explained to us the art of persuasion using ethos, pathos, and logos. She taught us rhetoric and critical thinking. And I was just fascinated. It was the first time probably in my entire life that something in school has really captured me and made me interested to learn more. 
	 
	 
	 

	She would question the class a lot, and teach us to question her and everything around us. She asked me, “What are you going to do in your life? Do you want the typical way of life that we’ve been told that it’s always supposed to be?” I’ll never forget it when she broke that down to me. I was pretty much having a quarter-life crisis at the time—it sounds ridiculous at the age of 19. But I was like, “I’m not good at anything. I’ve never been good at anything. What am I going to do in this life to have a pur
	 
	 

	She told me, “Don’t be afraid to explore everything. And just know it’s okay to be a bartender—if you love bartending, and that’s what makes you happy, and you have a purpose doing it.” She opened my mind, and she made me explore. 
	 
	 

	What were some of your memorable experiences at Cuesta College? 
	I took a film class with John Arno, and he gave us a project. I went home, back to Reno, and I filmed this snowboard video. We all premiered our projects, and after I played mine, Arno asked me how long I had been doing film. And I was like, “I’ve never done it.” And he was like, “Come on.” I knew how to edit. I knew how to use a computer really well. It was easy for me to edit, and I’d learned the basics he had taught me. I thought it was easy, and he was like, “Whoa, this is really good.” I remember that 
	 
	 

	I was watching a lot of movies at the time, and looking at them differently since I was being taught how they were done. I was just really interested, and I was excited. I bought a camera, a cheap camera, and I just started shooting everything I possibly could. Anything. From ballet recitals to weird little mini-documentaries, to films for class, and anything I could get my hands on. And I loved it. 
	How did you launch your career in filmmaking? 
	 

	I packed my bags, and I moved down to LA. I got an internship that turned into a job at USA Today Sports doing action sports content. And eventually, I met up with a friend of mine from San Luis Obispo who had also moved to LA. He was friends with a lot of rappers, and he convinced me to do a rap music video. I was like, “Who watches these videos?” I had no interest in it, but I did it, and I loved it. So I did another and another. That’s just kind of how it all started. It was just me with a camera at the 
	 
	 

	Eventually, I started sneaking out to other music video sets and watching what they did. I learned I actually wanted to direct and not just hold the camera anymore. I started taking my budgets and putting them all towards hiring a crew, and eventually, I got signed by an agent. That led everything to where it is now. I love what I do every day. It’s a pretty cool job, and it’s crazy to think where I am now from 10 years ago. 
	 

	Where are you hoping to take your career? 
	 

	Feature films. I’m working on that right now, actually—a lot of bigger music videos, commercials, and features. Features have always been my goal. But I’ll always do commercials, and I’ll always do music videos. They’re where my heart is.  
	 

	What’s your advice for students who want to pursue filmmaking? 
	If you’re an independent filmmaker in John’s class, work on everything and learn every department. He did a good job of making sure everyone was included, but right off the bat, everyone’s like, “Oh, I want to be holding the camera.” It’s an important role, but there’s also so much to learn about editing, producing, and any of the other departments.  
	 
	 
	 

	My advice would be to do as much as possible and shoot everything—whether it’s a music video, a short film, or your next-door neighbor doing yard work. I would film my dog walking around the backyard to get good at focusing the camera. It’s all about putting in the hours. If you love it, put in the hours. 
	 
	 

	Why do you think community colleges are important? 
	Cuesta is such a right place to find out what you want to do and explore. There are so many types of classes at Cuesta and such good teachers who are so encouraging. There was something about Cuesta that encouraged me to move on versus being there just to get a degree. It’s a safe place to learn and help you go where you want to go. Cuesta encourages you to go out and be great. 
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	A Message From Our Foundation Board President 
	A Message From Our Foundation Board President 
	 DEBBIE PERRAULT 

	Thank you for your support… 
	Thank you for your support… 
	I am sincerely honored to serve as this year’s Cuesta College Foundation President. I am excited to lead a Foundation Board, who are not only qualified and brilliant board members, but who also, I am proud to share, collectively have over 230 years of volunteer service to the Cuesta College Foundation! I would like to thank each one of my colleagues for their continuous and vital commitment to advance our Mission.  
	 

	Beyond the Foundation Board, I am surrounded by a community of incredible philanthropic supporters that have successfully contributed to building the Cuesta College Foundation into a strong asset for Cuesta College and our region. I am thankful to you for your investment and appreciate that you believe in our work enough to give us meaningful support. We are here because you care; thank you for your trust in us!   
	 
	 
	 
	 

	It gives me great satisfaction to share that the Cuesta College Foundation, after forty-six years, ensures the highest level of educational opportunities for students’ access and success. I hope you will continue to join me in investing in this vision. Thank you for keeping our Mission a Promise, and together, building the future of our students!  
	 

	Debbie Perrault President, Cuesta College Foundation Board of Directors
	 
	 


	Artifact
	Figure
	Whether in the classroom, in quality time spent with students, or in the form of financial support for those who need it most, Lara and Greg Baxley’s contributions to Cuesta College have been instrumental to student success.  
	Whether in the classroom, in quality time spent with students, or in the form of financial support for those who need it most, Lara and Greg Baxley’s contributions to Cuesta College have been instrumental to student success.  
	-

	The husband-and-wife team met during their college years. Both studied chemistry at Cal Poly, both attended the University of Oregon for their graduate degrees, and both now work as professors in the chemistry department at Cuesta College. They ultimately wanted to teach at a community college, and their dream was to end up on the Central Coast. Cuesta checked all their boxes. 
	 
	 
	-
	 

	“I love working at the same place as him,” said Lara. “It’s really nice working with your spouse,” Greg agreed with a chuckle.
	What Greg enjoys the most about Cuesta is working in tandem with people across varying roles in education. “We’re such a small community here,” he said. “The staff, the faculty, the management, we’re all working toward the same goal, and that is student success.” 
	-

	For Lara, some of the most transformative work to benefit students has been in her role as faculty co-coordinator with the implementation of Guided Pathways—a statewide initiative to help students find clear paths to complete their educational goals. “Guided Pathways is reimagining the college experience,” she said. “It’s about making our services more obvious to students and making it more seamless in terms of figuring out what classes to take and what order to take them in.”  
	-
	 

	Greg and Lara’s passion for student success and equity is further demonstrated through their financial contributions to the college. They’ve established an end-of-year cash award for promising students in the physical sciences department, and they donate to Cuesta’s Assistance for Student Emergencies Fund, which provides monetary support for students who are low-income and need immediate assistance to remain in college.  
	-
	 
	 

	“Community colleges typically get the lowest amount of funding for any of the educational entities in the state, yet we serve a lot of students who have a lot of needs,” said Greg. “We just feel it’s essential to help fund some of the great programs that the college provides for students.” 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Lara believes that contributing even just a small amount can make a big difference. “In donating to a community college, your money can go farther and be more impactful,” she said. “We can give just a little bit to make one aspect of being a student a little easier and help make their challenges a little easier to overcome.” 
	 
	 

	BECOME A DONOR
	There are various ways to donate to Cuesta College, monetary and otherwise. Call the Cuesta College Foundation at (805) 546-3279 to find out how you can support the college. You may also donate online at bit.ly/givetoCuesta. Gifts to the Cuesta Fund help to support the college’s priority needs.
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	CONTRIBUTING TO STUDENT SUCCESS
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	 SHANNON HILL 

	Inspiration comes from many places. Your support of the Cuesta College Foundation this past school year has been inspiration in so many ways!
	Inspiration comes from many places. Your support of the Cuesta College Foundation this past school year has been inspiration in so many ways!
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	You helped create a second year of free tuition for our local graduates, hundreds of which are on campus today, inspired to learn without burden of tuition.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	You created scholarships to help pay for the other costs of going to college—books, transportation, living expenses.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	You fed hungry students so that they could focus on learning and not their stomachs by supporting the college’s food pantry.
	 


	• 
	• 
	• 

	You replaced old technology on campus to help close the digital divide for students with limited access.
	 


	• 
	• 
	• 

	You drove down the cost of textbooks by funding textbook vouchers and invested in low- or no-textbook options.
	 


	• 
	• 
	• 

	You supported individual service and academic programs by investing directly in the classroom and places like the student health centers, tutoring centers and libraries (on both campuses!).
	 
	 



	I have found my inspiration in the students striving to change themselves and their world; in my colleagues at Cuesta College for creating an environment to make that happen; and in you—for creating more opportunities through your philanthropy.
	Shannon Hill
	Executive Director of Institutional Advancement and Foundation
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	Foundation staff with the 2019 Educational Fundraising Award for overall performance.
	Foundation staff with the 2019 Educational Fundraising Award for overall performance.
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	What does the 1.8M raised support?
	What does the 1.8M raised support?
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	Clockwise from top photo: Alumni Drew Kirsh with Taylor Swift; Ag student Amber Eckert presenting her research; STEM Engage Scholarship recipient Riley Taft.
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