
Preparing for Graduation Guide and Checklist 
Are you graduating from Cuesta soon? Whether you are preparing to transfer to another school or are 
receiving your degree or certificate, this guide will help you confirm that you have completed all 
necessary steps. 

Step 1: Do You Meet the Requirements for your Degree? 

You can check your progress towards your degree at any time through the myCuesta portal. Log-
in and find the “Degree Worksheet” tile and click “View Audit.” 

 

The audit will give you a snapshot of your progress towards your selected degree, as well as any 
outstanding requirements. 



 

1A: Schedule a meeting with a counselor. 
If you are close to meeting your degree requirements, meeting with a counselor can help you plan your 
remaining courses and confirm when you will be ready to graduate. Visit the Academic Counseling 
Website to schedule a virtual or in-person meeting. 

1B: Review Degree Requirements 
You can review general degree requirements on the Degree Requirements webpage. 

Step 2: Submit your Degree Application Form 
If you are within two terms of completing your degree requirements, you can submit your degree 
and/or certificate application. 

• Review the Degree and Certificate Application Webpage 
• Submit the Application 

 

Important: While you may submit your application for degree at any time before the end of the term, 
if you want to have your name and degrees/certificates included in the Commencement Program, 
please check the Commencement Website for the deadline by which your application must be 
submitted. 

https://www.cuesta.edu/become-student/counseling/index.html
https://www.cuesta.edu/become-student/counseling/index.html
https://www.cuesta.edu/become-student/gradready/degree-require.html
https://www.cuesta.edu/become-student/gradready/degree-require.html
https://nextgensso2.com/sp/startSSO.ping?PartnerIdpId=portalguard.cuesta.edu&SpSessionAuthnAdapterId=cuestaDF&TargetResource=https%3a%2f%2fdynamicforms.ngwebsolutions.com%2fSubmit%2fStart%2f3a25f941-416a-48e7-b530-f4b182cfd14d
https://www.cuesta.edu/become-student/gradready/commencement.html


2A: Degree/Certificate Application Processing 
Allow at least 4-6 weeks after official grades are posted for the term in which your requirements were 
completed to receive final notification of your degree or certificate status. Grades are available 
approximately four weeks after the last day of the term. For questions, contact the evaluations team: 
eval@cuesta.edu  

2B: How Will I Receive My Diploma or Certificate? 
Diplomas and certificates will be mailed to your address of record. Follow the Updating Your Student 
Profile Information Guide to check and update your mailing address. 

Step 3: Participate in Commencement 
Commencement, also called graduation, is the ceremony celebrating the achievements of our students. 
Commencement is not required to receive your degree or certificate. Graduates who participate will 
receive a diploma cover. Visit the Commencement Webpage for details. Commencement takes place 
every spring; the website is updated in the spring for the upcoming ceremony. 

3A: Am I Eligible for Commencement? 
Commencement is for all graduates from the previous fall, current spring, and upcoming summer 
semesters. You do not need to know your final grades to participate in commencement. 

3B: How Do I Register for Commencement? 
Links to register will be available on the Commencement Webpage when available. An e-mail will also be 
sent out to all graduates who have previously submitted their degree application. Registration will 
remain open until the Friday before the ceremony. See the Registration Guide for more details. 

Checklist 
o Check Your Degree Requirements 

o Meet with an Academic Counselor 
o Submit Your Degree Application Form 

o Complete by early April to be included in the Commencement Program 
o Register for Commencement (not required) 
o Your Diploma Will be Mailed to You 

 

mailto:eval@cuesta.edu
https://www.cuesta.edu/student/documents/tutorials_and_guides/Student_Profile.pdf
https://www.cuesta.edu/student/documents/tutorials_and_guides/Student_Profile.pdf
https://www.cuesta.edu/become-student/gradready/commencement.html
https://www.cuesta.edu/become-student/gradready/commencement.html
https://www.cuesta.edu/about/documents/vpss-docs/Commencement/How_to_Register_for_Commencement_Student_Guide_2025.pdf
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