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A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Dr. Jill Stearns
Dear Cuesta College community, 

Your support of the Cuesta College Foundation changes 
student lives. The 2-year Cuesta Promise brings educational 
dreams to reality for our students. Your support of equity, 
arts, and athletics encourages student engagement and 
fosters belonging. 

In this edition, we spotlight a justice-impacted student, our 
newest cohort of tenure track faculty members, and the fall 
2025 launch of a 2 + 2 Liberal Studies program partnership 
with Cal Poly. 

Highlighted features include the new Affinity Center, recent 
award winners, Rising Scholars, and the 10 year anniversary 
of the Cuesta Promise. The year in review provides a 
beautiful summary of top moments. 

In this edition, we extend our gratitude to business partner 
United Staffing Associates. Messages from Cuesta College's 
Foundation Board President, Advancement Executive 
Director, and Athletics Director are also included. 

You are a valued member of the Cuesta College community. 
Thank you for your dedicated support of Cuesta students! 

Warm regards, 

Jill Stearns, Ph.D.

Superintendent/President



3Cal Poly at Cuesta

CAL POLY AT CUESTA

Cuesta College and Cal Poly Launch 
2+2 Program for Aspiring Teachers 
Cuesta College and Cal Poly have partnered to 
create an innovative 2+2 Liberal Studies program 
to address California’s growing demand for 
credentialed teachers. Through this collaboration, 
students can complete two years at Cuesta College 
before transitioning to Cal Poly to finish their upper-
division coursework—all while staying on the Cuesta 
College campus.  
Designed to correspond directly with Cal Poly’s teacher 
preparation curriculum, this program awards 
students a Bachelor’s Degree in Liberal Studies with 
a Child Development concentration. According to 
the faculty Division Chair of the Education Department, 
Cherie Moore, the Liberal Studies degree prepares 
students specifically for teaching preschool through 
sixth grade and includes additional coursework in 
child development. This concentration aligns with 
California’s recent credentialing requirements for 
transitional kindergarten (TK) teachers, who now 
need an additional 24 units in child development. 
The program offers flexibility for students who work 
during the day, with evening classes scheduled at 
Cuesta College. Moore highlighted the advantage for 
paraprofessionals and early childhood educators who 
wish to pursue a teaching credential while continuing 
to work. The evening class format provides them with 
an accessible pathway to earn a four-year degree 
without relocating or compromising employment.  

The 2+2 program is structured as a cohort model, 
ensuring students follow a streamlined pathway to 
complete their degree in four years. By offering a clear, 
cohesive course sequence, the program prevents the 
delays students may face with traditional transfer 
paths, where completing a bachelor's degree may 
take more than four years. This carefully planned 
sequence is especially beneficial given California’s 
critical teacher shortage, which has created demand 
for highly qualified educators, particularly in the TK-3 
grade range.  
With a strong foundation in child development, hands-
on experience, and cohort support, students in the 2+2 
program are well-equipped for a career in teaching. 
They’ll participate in classroom observations and 
lab-based science and math courses for elementary 
education and receive guidance on earning both the 
multiple-subject teaching credential and the new 
PK-3 credential, qualifying them to teach transitional 
kindergarten through sixth grade.  
Applications are open now for students entering the 
program’s upper-division phase in Fall 2025. Interested 
applicants are encouraged to meet with a Cuesta 
College counselor to ensure they meet the program’s 
specific course requirements. With combined 
resources from Cuesta College and Cal Poly, students 
benefit from a supportive educational experience that 
addresses local and statewide teacher shortages. This 
unique partnership builds on Cuesta’s and Cal Poly’s 
strengths and reflects a forward-thinking approach to 
teacher training tailored to today’s educational needs.
For more information about the Cuesta College and 
Cal Poly 2+2 Liberal Studies Program, please contact 
Cherie Moore at cmoore@cuesta.edu.  

mailto:cmoore@cuesta.edu
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STUDENT SUCCESS & SUPPORT PROGRAMS 

Cuesta College’s Affinity Programs Center: 
A New Home for Belonging and Inclusion  
The newly opened Affinity Programs Center at Cuesta College marks a welcome addition to campus life, fostering a 
space where diversity, equity, and inclusivity are at the forefront. The idea for the center originated from former Student 
Trustee and Associated Students of Cuesta College President Dawn Grillo during the 2021-2022 academic year. Grillo’s 
vision was simple yet powerful: to create a space where students could connect, find community, and feel truly seen. 
The project gained momentum with the support of Assistant Superintendent and Vice President of Student Success & 
Support Programs, Dr. Elizabeth Coria. Dr. Coria then entrusted the project to Associate Dean of Student Equity Initiative 
and Special Programs Dr. Araceli Espinoza-Wade to bring it to life. 

The Affinity Programs Center’s mission is to be a safe, welcoming space for students of all backgrounds and identities, 
particularly those from minoritized communities. It is a space that has been carefully planned and prepared, with 
students at the heart of every decision. Located in the college library, the center includes dedicated staff and facilities 
designed to support students practically and emotionally. The center’s furniture, decor, and programming ideas are all 
shaped by student feedback, reflecting its purpose: to create a true sense of belonging on campus. 

Dr. Espinoza-Wade explains that the acronym SEE embodies the Affinity Programs Center’s mission: to Support, 
Embrace, and Empower students. With an emphasis on student engagement and community-building, the Affinity 
Programs Center aligns with Cuesta’s Student Equity Plan. “When students feel that they belong, they’re more likely 
to stay engaged on campus,” Dr. Espinoza-Wade said. “Our goal is to create that sense of connection and validation 
that makes students feel comfortable and confident in being themselves.” 

Programming at the center emphasizes diverse experiences and intersectionality, recognizing the importance of 
engaging students from all walks of life. The center’s staff is building a robust calendar of events that promotes 
inclusivity through informal mixers, identity-focused discussions, and community-building activities. 

Looking ahead, Dr. Espinoza-Wade envisions the Affinity Programs Center as an evolving resource that strengthens 
Cuesta’s ongoing commitment to inclusivity. “This center is about more than just providing a space,” she said. “It’s 
about ensuring every student feels welcomed, supported, and seen by both staff and peers.” 

As the Affinity Programs Center grows, its impact on Cuesta College promises to be lasting, setting a new standard 
for a campus culture where all students are valued and empowered. 

For more information about the Affinity Programs Center, please contact Affinity Programs Supervisor 
Michaela McLaughlin at equityinitiatives@cuesta.edu.  

Student Success & Support Programs Office of Instruction

mailto:equityinitiatives@cuesta.edu
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OFFICE OF INSTRUCTION

Cuesta College Welcomes New 
Tenure-Track Faculty 

Office of Instruction

Cuesta College is excited to welcome eighteen talented tenure-track faculty who bring their expertise, innovation, and 
passion to our academic community. These educators are dedicated to student success and advancing the college’s 
mission of excellence in education. We look forward to their contributions in shaping Cuesta College’s future. 

Seth Abugho | Business Education 

Jamie Bettencourt | Counseling Services 

Devon Bradley | Biological Sciences 

Tafadzwa Dube | Mathematics 

Matthew Fox | Counseling Services 

Karen Geida | Counseling Services 

Michele Haley | Applied Behavioral Sciences 

Gena Henderson | Nursing & Allied Health 

Billy Keniston | Social Sciences 

Fred Krynen | Physical Sciences 

Robyn Matteson | Nursing & Allied Health 

Jonathan Okerblom | Biological Sciences 

Allison Sanchez | Nursing & Allied Health 

Frank Schweitzer | Skilled Trades & Technology

Michelle Sheen | Movement & Health Sciences

Jeremy Shermak | Languages & Communication 

Erik Veach | Physical Sciences 

Michael Wilson | Skilled Trades & Technology



6

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

Breaking Barriers and Building Futures 

Student SpotlightProgram Spotlight

Cuesta College's Rising Scholars Program

We sat down with Devin Kutil, Program Coordinator of the Rising Scholars Program, 
to explore the work supporting justice-impacted individuals at Cuesta College. 
Rising Scholars offers more than just educational opportunities—it provides hope, 
purpose, and a pathway to a brighter future for those facing incarceration or systemic 
barriers. Devin shares insights into the program’s origins, its evolution to serve diverse 
communities, and its impact on students, their families, and society. 

Q: What is the Rising Scholars Program?  

Rising Scholars aims to support justice-impacted individuals by breaking down the 
barriers they face in accessing education and stable employment. The program 
initially focused on reducing recidivism but now addresses broader goals, providing 
tools and resources to help students reintegrate into society. We’re not only serving 
those currently incarcerated but also reaching families, at-risk youth, and individuals 
indirectly affected by the justice system. With opportunities like earning degrees 
and sentence reductions through education, Rising Scholars profoundly impacts 
individuals and communities, building pathways to success and reducing the 
likelihood of incarceration.  

Q: Why was the Rising Scholars Program established at Cuesta College, and what is its current focus?  

Cuesta’s Rising Scholars Program began by focusing on educating inmates at the California Men’s Colony (CMC). 
Through a partnership with CMC, we offered college courses to support incarcerated students’ reintegration. Recently, 
we’ve expanded to serve juvenile justice-involved and at-risk youth, aiming for early intervention. We want to provide 
support before incarceration occurs by proactively engaging with students and families, breaking cycles of criminal 
justice involvement. We’ve also established a network with regional colleges like Allan Hancock, Oxnard, and Ventura, 
strengthening Central Coast resources for justice-impacted students.  

Q: How have you seen the impact of the Rising Scholars Program on students and families?  

The impact has been profound. Even individuals facing lifelong sentences find purpose and self-growth at CMC 
through education. They become mentors, offering guidance to younger inmates and fostering a sense of community 
and change. For those released, practical skills like culinary training and certifications allow them to find employment 
in the food industry and fire camps. It’s transformative for them and entire communities, turning former barriers into 
pathways. The pride in education and newfound purpose positively affects students’ families, igniting hope and 
breaking generational cycles of disadvantage.    

Q: How does Cuesta College implement Rising Scholars’ guiding principles to support students?  

Cuesta embraces a student-centered, trauma-informed approach, ensuring students have a voice in shaping their 
education. We work closely with each student to identify personal goals and build a supportive plan tailored to their 
needs. Through regular check-ins and wrap-around services, we guide students in setting realistic academic and 
career pathways, connecting them with faculty, counselors, and resources like Basic Needs. Our program is hands-on, 
helping students navigate challenges, providing mentorship, and advocating for them. Ultimately, this support creates 
community, promoting resilience and confidence as they achieve educational and personal growth.    

Continued on next page...
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Q: What is your hope for the future of the Rising Scholars Program? 

My hope for the Rising Scholars Program is to create a pipeline of opportunity and healing for justice-impacted 
individuals and their families. Being justice-impacted isn’t a far degree of separation for many people—it’s a part of our 
cultural fabric. When we openly acknowledge this, we can recognize the need for programs like this and their potential 
to break down barriers and offer second chances. 

By 2025, we envision a thriving Rising Scholars Center—a welcoming, student-driven hub on campus. It will be a place 
to access academic resources, connect with others who understand your journey, and feel safe and supported. This 
center will reflect the heart of our mission: building community and empowering students to share their voices. 

Expanding our capacity is essential. We’re focused on growing our programs for justice-impacted populations, from 
juvenile justice to those transitioning from incarceration at the California Men’s Colony. We currently have about 275 
students enrolled, with a waitlist of over 300. 

Ultimately, I want to unite students, families, and stakeholders to promote meaningful conversations, create systemic 
change, and ensure no one feels left behind. This program isn’t just about education—it’s about transforming lives 
and communities. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Rising Above: Isaac's Journey Through the 
Rising Scholars Program 

Isaac Pummill’s story is one of resilience, lifted by the support of Cuesta College’s 
Rising Scholars Program. As a justice-impacted student, Isaac has pursued a new 
path through education, finding empowerment and purpose at Cuesta College. 
His journey reveals the challenges justice-impacted individuals often face and 
how determination and a sense of community can create meaningful change.  

Isaac is a first-year business administration student and new senator in the 
Associated Students of Cuesta College (ASCC). He grew up in Shandon and 
Templeton, and after completing high school, he faced a period of uncertainty 
that ultimately led him to negative influences. In 2021, Isaac was convicted of 
unlawfully discharging a firearm, serving two years in prison. “I didn’t exactly 
know what direction to take,” he said, describing a time when he felt lost. But the 
experience became a turning point, prompting him to look for a fresh start.  

After his release, Isaac hoped his past wouldn’t hold him back. However, he 
encountered significant barriers, as his record led to rescinded job offers and 
other setbacks. “I thought things would change instantly, that I’d just press play, 
and life would return to normal,” he said. Determined to build a new future, he 
sought mentors who encouraged him to pursue education. With their guidance, 
he found his way to Cuesta College, where he felt accepted and supported.  

Enrolling at Cuesta introduced him to the Rising Scholars Program, which provides resources and a safe environment 
for justice-impacted students like him. Rising Scholars helps with essentials such as books and parking permits and 
creating an inclusive, nonjudgmental atmosphere. “From day one, Cuesta has been welcoming, and faculty and staff 
have been genuinely helpful and enthusiastic,” Isaac shared, emphasizing how the program has helped him find 
stability and a sense of belonging.  

He commends Rising Scholars staff, such as Devin Kutil and Becci Carter, for their dedication to students’ success. He 
emphasizes that even though the program is relatively new, it has already made a significant impact. He hopes it will 
grow to include a more robust community network for justice-impacted individuals, nurturing an environment of 
mutual support.   

Isaac’s goals are ambitious but clear: he plans to transfer to a four-year university, potentially pursuing an MBA. He is 
also seeking expungement, a certificate of rehabilitation, and a potential governor’s pardon. “Statistically, less than 5% 
of people who’ve been incarcerated in state prison ever attain a bachelor’s degree,” he explained. “That’s why programs 
like Rising Scholars are so important – they provide the tools and support we need to overcome those odds.” 

Through the Rising Scholars Program, Isaac has redefined his own path and contributed to a cultural shift that values 
growth, accountability, and second chances. “Let’s own our journeys and take charge,” he said. “We’re in control of 
our future.”   
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FACES & PLACES

Fall 2024 Opening Day Awards

Faces & PlacesFaces & Places

2024 CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR 
Julie Salgado and Michael Teehee

DR. MARIE E. ROSENWASSER PRESIDENT’S LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Wes Martin and Gladis Villalpando 

2024 TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD 
Dr. Matthew Davis 

2024 ACADEMIC EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 
Beth Ann Dumas 
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FACES & PLACES

Faces & Places

FIRST GENERATION CELEBRATION 
Cuesta College honored the achievements of its first-generation college students, faculty, and staff 

with a First Generation Celebration on November 5th and 6th. Organized by the Office of Student 
Equity and Success, this year’s events focused on first-generation student parents making strides 

toward their educational goals while setting inspiring examples for their families. 

PATRIOT DAY 
On Patriot Day, Cuesta College gathered to honor the lives lost on September 11, 2001, and pay 

tribute to the bravery of first responders and the resilience of the American people. Thank you to our 
campus community, Cuesta College Police, Paramedic/EMT students, Cal Fire, Army National Guard, 

District Attorney’s Office, and community partners for joining us in remembrance.



10

CULTURAL HAPPENINGS

Book of the Year 2025

Cultural Happenings

“There’s some golden hue or quality that tinges these pages. I have felt for a long time like we need 
more California novels, and since reading his first novel, more writers like Daniel Gumbiner.” 

—Tommy Orange, author of There There

CUESTA COLLEGE 2025 
BOOK OF THE YEAR

Celebrating 16 years!

Lecture and Book Signing
Thursday | April 17, 2025 | 5 - 7pm

Harold J. Miossi CPAC | SLO Campus

FIRE IN THE CANYON 
DANIEL GUMBINER

The 2025 Cuesta College Book of the Year is Fire in the Canyon by National Book Award nominee Daniel Gumbiner. 
Named a New Yorker Best Book of 2023, this compelling novel follows a California grape-grower and his family as they 
navigate the devastating effects of a climate disaster that disrupts their quiet lives. Join us for an engaging lecture 
and book signing with the author on Thursday, April 17, 2025, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Harold J. Miossi Cultural & 
Performing Arts Center. Tickets go on sale February 1, 2025, at tickets.cuesta.edu. General admission is $20, and 
Cuesta students attend for free. 

Jamil Hellu
Face to Face, a solo exhibition by 
acclaimed artist Jamil Hellu, is on 
display at the Harold J. Miossi Art Gallery 
from October 24 to December 8. The 
exhibition features photographs and 
sculptures, highlighting Hellu’s diverse 
artistic practice. Face to Face explores 
themes of identity, queerness, and 
self-representation through intimate, 
carefully crafted imagery and three-
dimensional forms. An artist talk with 
Hellu is available to view at 
bit.ly/jamilhellu. 

The Harold J. Miossi Art Gallery is in 
Room 7170 on the San Luis Obispo 
campus. Admission to the gallery is 
free. Please visit the gallery webpage 
or call (805) 546-3202 for a schedule 
of exhibits and hours of operation. 

tickets.cuesta.edu
bit.ly/jamilhellu
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CUESTA COLLEGE ATHLETICS

Bob Mariucci 

Cultural Happenings

Cougar Fans, 

It’s been an amazing Fall Sports season and it’s been a joy to watch our talented 
student athletes in action. Our Men's and Women's Cross-Country teams are bot
getting ready for the Western State Conference Championships and, while the 
men boast an all-freshman squad, the women's team, with Madeline Fletcher 
(2021) and Elle Casselman (2024), is led by two former Cuesta College Athletes 
of the Year. Women's Soccer has gotten off to a good start as they compete 
against one of the toughest conferences in the State. Women's Volleyball is 
enjoying the fruits of outside hitter Bailey Woodside's record-breaking season. 
She has already set Cuesta's career record for kills and is closing in on her own 
record for kills in a season that she set last year. The Men’s Water Polo team is 
fresh off back-to-back State Final Four appearances and chasing the programs 
44th straight playoff berth and 30th conference title, led by All-Conference 
returners Andonis Petroutsas, Oliver Finley and Austin Majus, who all achieved 
their 100th career goals on the same weekend. The Women’s Water Polo team 
is also battling for a conference title and their third straight playoff berth under 
Coach Rachel Gruetzmacher, who resurrected a program that played only 
nine contests in the two years prior to her arrival. Cuesta Wrestling is always 
competitive on the mats and will host the State's most prestigious meet with its 

21st Meathead Movers Invitational this year. And as the calendar turns to Winter, we’re excited about the beginning of 
the Men’s and Women’s Basketball season.    

As always, I also want to congratulate our student athletes on the outstanding job they are doing in the classroom. 
This past Spring all nine programs made Cuesta's Team Honor Roll by achieving an accumulative team 3.0 GPA or 
better- Men's & Women's Basketball, Men's & Women's Track, Baseball, Softball, Men's & Women's Swimming, and 
Cuesta Athletics, newest sport Beach Volleyball.   

Please enjoy some of the great action shots of our student athletes 
competing on campus this past Fall. I hope to see you at the games this 
upcoming semester.

Go Cougars! 

h 

Bob Mariucci
Director of Athletics 



12

2024 YEAR IN REVIEW

JANUARY

Cuesta College’s RN graduating 
class of 2023 ranked number one 
for students passing the NCLEX, 
which allows nursing graduates to 
be licensed as a registered nurse in 
the U.S. This achievement not only 
makes Cuesta College the top-ranked 
program within California but also 
places it first among 2,219 Registered 
Nursing programs (BSN, Associate 
Degree, or Diploma) across the 
United States.  

FEBRUARY

Cuesta College’s Music Faculty 
Concert has become a cherished 
tradition in San Luis Obispo County, 
showcasing the incredible talent 
of the college’s music faculty while 
raising funds for the music scholarship 
program. This year marked a 
significant milestone as the Performing 
Arts Department celebrated 20 years 
of fostering student success and 
providing opportunities for students 
to build their futures in music. 

MARCH

Cuesta College debuted The Human 
Library® on its San Luis Obispo 
campus on March 6. The Human 
Library® started in Denmark over 
20 years ago and has grown to be 
a global movement to challenge 
stereotypes and prejudices through 
meaningful dialogue in a safe and 
inclusive environment. The event 
was made possible through a 
partnership with the Cuesta College 
Library, Cuesta College Student 
Health Services, and San Luis 
Obispo County Behavioral Health.  

JULY

The Harold J. Miossi Art Gallery at 
Cuesta College hosted Between 
Ordinary, an exhibition that featured 
the works of acclaimed artist 
Marie Schoeff. The exhibition ran 
from July 17 to Aug. 16. Schoeff’s 
art invites viewers to engage with 
their surroundings through a lens 
of gentle, precise observation. 

AUGUST

On August 1, the Cuesta College 
Foundation hosted its 35th Annual 
Scholarship Reception, honoring the 
achievements of our 359 scholarship 
recipients. Thanks to the contributions 
of our generous scholarship donors, 
we’ve awarded a record-breaking 
629 scholarships, totaling $659,034! 

SEPTEMBER

Cuesta College announced that its 
College and Career Access Pathways 
(CCAP) and Dual Enrollment programs 
have the highest participation rate 
in California (UC Davis Wheelhouse 
Report). These programs offer high 
school students the chance to 
earn both high school and college 
credits simultaneously through 
CCAP partnerships with nine local 
districts and fourteen high schools 
throughout San Luis Obispo County. 

2024 Year in Review2024 Year in Review
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APRIL

Cuesta College hosted the return 
of Book of the Year events with 
celebrated queer Latinx author, 
poet, and artist Myriam Gurba. A 
Santa Maria native, Gurba appeared 
in person for a lecture and book 
signing on Thursday, Apr. 18, at the 
CPAC Mainstage. Gurba shared 
insights into her works, including 
her recent essay collection, Creep: 
Accusations and Confessions. This 
provocative collection explores 
the creep of toxicity and negativity 
that permeates our lives. 

MAY

At the 59th Commencement 
Ceremony on May 17, Cuesta College 
celebrated the achievements of 1,172 
exceptional graduating students. 
Together, they earned a total of 1,543 
degrees, including 690 associate 
in arts, 201 associate in science, 391 
associate in arts for transfer, and 261 
associate in science for transfer.  

JUNE

The inaugural cohort of Cuesta 
College’s AVMT program had the 
opportunity to showcase their skills at 
a Career Day hosted by ACI Jet. The 
event attracted eleven prominent 
industry employers, including 
Bombardier, SpaceX, Edge Autonomy, 
Joby Aviation, Pratt & Whitney, Sun 
Air Jets, and General Atomics. This 
networking experience is invaluable 
for AMT graduates entering a rapidly 
growing and competitive field. 

OCTOBER

Student Life & Leadership curated 
an exciting lineup of events for 
the fall semester. Highlights from 
October included the Club Fair, Civic 
Engagement & UndocuAlly Resource 
Fair, Breast Cancer Awareness Day in 
collaboration with Men’s Water Polo, 
a Halloween Costume Contest, and a 
vibrant Día de los Muertos Celebration.  

NOVEMBER

Freshman Weston Greenelsh is 
a cross country state champion! 
Weston claimed the state title with a 
20:38.1 finish at the 2024 CCCAA State 
Championship in Fresno's Woodward 
Park, becoming Cuesta College's 
first since Sean McDermott in 2016. A 
standout from SLO High, Weston was 
the Cougars' top finisher all season 
and led the pack in eight of his starts. 
Freshman JP Walsh also earned a spot 
at the state meet and finished 10th in 
a field of 192 runners. Go Cougars!  

DECEMBER

2024 Year in Review

On December 6, Cuesta College 
participated in the 48th Annual 
Downtown SLO Holiday Parade! 
This year’s theme was Whimsical 
Wonderland. Student representatives 
from ASCC, Athletics, College Corps, 
MESA, and SACNAS participated in 
the event. 
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FEATURE STORY

Keeping the Promise: 
10-Year Anniversary | Promise Day  
Sometimes, it just takes one person to change thousands 
of lives in our community. Ok, really, it took two. It took 
someone with a vision AND someone to actually make 
it happen. 

Twelve years ago, the visionary was President Gil Stork, 
who took the idea of free community college from our 
sister school in Ventura and held onto it for a few years. 
He dreamed of a way to remove the burden of tuition for 
our local families. And the philanthropist who made it 
happen was Leeta Dovica, who left Cuesta College in her 
estate to support scholarships’ When her lawyer called the 
Cuesta College Foundation, her gift of $8 million changed 
access to higher education in San Luis Obispo County. 

Today, we celebrate the tenth year of the Cuesta 
College Promise. Who knew all those years ago how 
broad that impact would be? In 2014, 650 students 
came for one year of free college. In 2024, over 1,000 
students are at Cuesta getting two years of free college 
with new student success and support programs. Over 
the past ten years, almost 10,000 local high school 
graduates have come to Cuesta tuition-free to smooth 
the path to a degree or a career for themselves and 
their families. And the program keeps growing. 

That in and of itself is amazing, but there are 
those unexpected moments when you know that 
the impact is broader than the numbers. 

MOMENT 1 
When the college studied the impact of a year of 
free tuition, we saw that not as many students were 
staying. Our new challenge was to raise funds to 
add a second year to extend that access. As soon 
as the goal was announced, Howard Carroll of 
The Harold J. Miossi Trust stepped up to pledge $1 
million to the effort. And so many in the community 
followed to see that vision become reality in 2018. 

MOMENT 2 
Cuesta College representatives spoke at state and 
national conferences to promote the impacts of 
free college programs. Leading the way all the way 
to the White House, and a California roundtable 
hosted by the Obama Administration in 2016 to 
explore the idea of a National Promise program.  

Keeping the PromiseKeeping the Promise

MOMENT 3 
Even before the pandemic, mental health and stress 
issues weigh down seniors in our local high schools 
as they apply and wait for acceptance letters and 
financial aid offers from colleges. In one conversation, 
a SLO High Senior shared that choosing to come 
to Cuesta on the Promise relieved him of all of that 
stress. He said that making the smart choice to 
come to Cuesta early in his Senior year helped him 
to enjoy his last year of high school and plan for his 
future while his friends were in worrying limbo. 

This amazing program could not have happened 
without bringing together the college and the 
community. As we celebrate the Promise’s ten-
year anniversary, we look forward to keeping this 
promise going for decades to come and envisioning 
what other partnerships we can launch together.

Photos from Promise Day, October 24th, 2024
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FEATURED BUSINESS PARTNER

Partnering for Success: United Staffing 
Associates and Cuesta College 

 2024 Business Partners ListFeatured Business Partner

In the landscape of business partnerships, United Staffing Associates (United Staffing) stands out as a model of 
commitment and community engagement. As one of Cuesta College's Champion Level Business Partners, United 
Staffing has demonstrated strong dedication to enhancing educational opportunities and addressing the region's 
workforce needs. Their recent role as a matching partner for Giving Tuesday exemplifies their spirit of generosity. This 
year, United Staffing contributed half of the Cuesta College Foundation’s $25,000 goal for the Cuesta Fund, a vital 
resource that supports the college’s most urgent needs and provides financial aid to students. 

Founded in 2002 by David Elson, United Staffing emerged from his desire to redefine the staffing industry through 
exceptional customer service and a strong emphasis on respect and fairness for employees. Over the next two decades, 
United Staffing grew exponentially, evolving from a small office in Templeton, to an expansive network of 15 branches 
across California and Nevada.  

“Our success is a testament to the dedication of our multi-talented staff, loyal clients, and strong partnerships,” said 
Elson. His leadership philosophy blends innovation with a personal touch—early promotional efforts famously included 
delivering homemade desserts to local businesses, an approach that reflected United Staffing’s commitment to building 
authentic relationships. 

United Staffing provides tailored staffing solutions for businesses of all sizes and across a wide array of industries. Their 
recruiting services range from temporary staffing, temp-to-hire, and direct placement as well as providing expert 
human resources support, safety training, and risk management consulting. Each branch reflects the needs of its local 
community, specializing in high-volume and seasonal staffing in sectors such as light industrial, agriculture, logistics, 
and manufacturing. 

“I remember how difficult it was to work and attend school at the same time before I started my business,” Elson said. 
“Supporting Cuesta College with programs like the Cuesta Fund and the Theatre Department are just some of the 
ways that United Staffing can do our part to support current and future students as they work hard to continue their 
advancement and reach for their dreams.”  

United Staffing’s collaboration with Cuesta College underscores their shared mission to empower individuals through 
education and employment. By investing in students and the community, they not only strengthen the local workforce 
but also inspire the next generation of leaders. Together, Cuesta College and United Staffing Associates exemplify the 
power of partnership in driving regional progress. 
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2024 BUSINESS PARTNERS

Thank You for Partnering with 
Cuesta College! 

CHAMPION LEVEL

ACI Jet

Bank of America 

Barnes & Noble College

CoastHills Credit Union

Pacific Western Bank

PG&E

Thoma Electric

United Staffing Associates

MENTOR LEVEL

19six Architects

Ancient Peaks Winery

Corvus Wealth Advisors

EECU

Harvey's Honey Huts

Kon Tiki Inn

Math TV and XYZ Textbooks

Mechanics Bank

San Luis Butane/Delta Liquid Energy

SUPPORTER LEVEL

All About Events

E.C. Loomis Insurance Associates

Glenn Burdette

Kitchell Construction

Klassen Corporation

Meathead Movers

Sinton Helicopters

Twin Cities Community Hospital

Wacker Wealth Partners

ASSOCIATE LEVEL

Absolution Cellars

American Riviera Bank

Baker Wine & Grape Analysis

Boone Printing & Graphics

CIO Solutions

Coles Cattle Company

Columbia College

Farm Supply Company

Hinson's Tire Pros

Home Motors

Hotel Buena Vista

Idler's Home

Kona's Deli

Lacey Livestock

Morris & Garritano Insurance

Oaks Independent Insurance Solutions

Paso Robles Country Waste and Recycle

Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance

Rachell Rae Designs

Rolph Family Vineyard

Samata Management

San Luis Ambulance Service

SESLOC Federal Credit Union

Sierra Vista Regional Medical Center

SLOCAL Roots

Talley Farms

Talley Vineyards

Wilde Wealth Management Group

Woodstock's Pizza

As of 10/2024 
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Carol Olsen: Transformative Gift to 
Support Cuesta College Music Students
 In Loving Memory of Eric Jonley Olsen

A Message From Our Advancement Executive DirectorDonor Profile

Carol Olsen is honoring her late husband, Eric Jonley Olsen, through a gift 
that will leave a lasting impact on Cuesta College and its music students. 
After Eric’s passing two years ago, Carol transformed her grief into a 
powerful tribute—one that brings together the two passions that defined 
Eric's life: education and music.

Eric was dedicated to helping others through education. A proud graduate 
of Morro Bay High School and Cal Poly University, he earned a Master's in 
Counseling and pursued a career in teaching. Over 35 years, he taught math 
and inspired countless students with his compassion, dedication, and belief 
in the power of learning. Known for meeting students where they were, Eric 
was a trailblazer who encouraged everyone, including women, to excel in 
math at a time when such encouragement was rare.

Eric's influence extended far beyond the mathematics classroom. His 
passion for music began early, evolving from creating playlists of top artists 
to joining a band in the 1960s. Throughout his life, he played a variety of 
genres, from rock and disco to country, always valuing the joy of performing 
with others over formal practice. Music became a cornerstone of his life, 
fostering lasting friendships and eventually leading him to meet Carol, 
his wife of 37 years. Their shared love for music, adventurous travels, and 
commitment to community defined their life together.

Eric and Carol explored 75 countries together and embarked on 37 cruises, 
immersing themselves in diverse cultures, music, and dance. These 
experiences were profoundly interconnected for Eric, enriching each other 
and infusing his life with vibrancy and joy.

Eric’s love of music legacy lives on today through Carol’s generous giving to 
Cuesta College. The Carol L. and Eric Jonley Olsen Applied Music Education 

Endowment supports the next generation of music students, providing the resources needed for their dreams to thrive. 
This legacy funds 50 private music lessons annually, offering one-on-one mentorship crucial for artistic growth. Students 
specializing in voice, piano, strings, guitar, woodwinds, brass, and percussion benefit from focused instruction to help 
them excel in their craft.

"Thanks to the Carol L. and Eric Jonley Olsen Applied Music Education Endowment, I’ve received personalized music 
lessons that have completely transformed my skills," shares Hero, a Cuesta College music student. "In high school, I had 
a limited approach to playing music, but my applied music teacher showed me how to grow as a musician by learning 
from the techniques of others."

Carol and Eric's connection to Cuesta College began when they attended concerts and performances, becoming 
part of their vibrant cultural community. To honor Eric’s love for music, the Cuesta College Recording Studio now bears 
his name, serving as a lasting tribute. Carol’s generosity also extends to supporting the Harold J. Miossi Cultural and 
Performing Arts Center (CPAC), where her sponsorship helps enrich students and the broader community through 
concerts, performances, and festivals.

In his final days, Eric reflected on his life and said he had "the time of his life." The band Green Day's song "Good Riddance" 
resonated deeply with him, encapsulating his joy in living.

Carol Olsen’s generosity is a testament to the profound impact that one person’s commitment can have. Through her 
support, Eric’s spirit inspires future generations of Cuesta College students to make their musical dreams come true.

We are deeply saddened to share that between the writing of this article and the printing of the magazine, 
we learned of Carol’s unexpected passing. Their legacies will live on at Cuesta College.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR ADVANCEMENT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Shannon Hill

A Message From Our Advancement Executive Director

Students at Cuesta College can’t do it without you! 

It’s an all-encompassing statement, but absolutely true. With your help, 
the students here are fighting to build their future, and the future of our 
community, as individuals and families are uplifted by your passion to give. 

Romantic views of the ‘poor’ college student eating ramen noodles has 
been replaced by the reality of the obstacles of homelessness, food 
insecurity, and lack of basic needs like healthcare - or even internet 
services. Many of our students are successful without having to deal with 
these issues, but an increasing number are working through one or more 
of these challenges while taking care of family members as well. 

You are their margin of success. 

The Foundation team is here to ensure your gift makes the most impact. 
Working with our partners in Financial Aid, Instruction, Basic Needs and 
other departments, we can identify not just individual students’ needs, but 
also projects that are building up entire student groups. The Cuesta Fund in 
particular gives us the opportunity to send funds from the area of greatest 
need to our colleagues with programs making the most impact on campus. 

We are here and available to bring the next big idea in student success into 
a reality! 

Shannon Hill, 
Advancement Executive Director

CUESTA COLLEGE FOUNDATION

Board of Directors 2023–2024
Foundation Board President
Grigger Jones

Vice President of Development
Jeff Darnton

Vice President of Membership
Erich Tucker

Vice President of Alumni Relations
Janice Fong Wolf 

Secretary-Treasurer
Rob Garcia

Executive Director
Shannon Hill

Directors
Jim Anderson
Michael Boyer
Stuart Campbell
Bill Carpenter
Elizabeth Coria
Craig Darnell
Susan Dressler
Cyndee Edwards
Silvio Favoreto
Angelica Fortin
Nella Girolo
Patricia Gordon
Mary E. Howell
Scott Lathrop

Robyn Letters
Steve McGrath
Barbara Martinez
Bill Mortimer
Pragna Patel-Mueller
Debbie Perrault
George Pudlo
John Rolph
Jill Stearns
Zach Stever
Mary Strobridge
Nestor Veloz-Passalacqua
Cheryl Vines
Cara Wright

Honorary Directors
Barbara H. George*
Jim J. Greathouse*
Jon Jenkins
Milton Levy*
Frank R. Martinez*
Grace N. Mitchell*
Marie E. Rosenwasser*
Gilbert H. Stork

* deceased
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$30M

$35M

$40M

$45M

$50M

$55M

$25M

$20M

$15M

$10M

$5M
2013 ’14 ’15 ’16 ’17 ’18 ’19 ’20 ’21 ’22 ’23 ’24

Total Net Assets | $53.8M 

Total Endowment Assets 
as of June 30, 2024 | $46.1M

Message from Foundation Board PresidentFoundation by the Numbers

FOUNDATION BY THE NUMBERS

2023-2024

$2.4 Million 
Raised

What does the  
$2.4M raised support?

27%	 Scholarships
18%	 Endowments
15%	 Area of Greatest Need

15%	 Aviation
8%	 Arts and Humanities
5%	 Nursing
4%	 Athletics
4%	 Community Programs
2%	 North County Campus
2%	 Student Services
1%	 Engineering and  
	 Technology

1,175
students receiving 
support in 2023-24

support for programs

$1.1 M
support for students

$1.39 M
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR FOUNDATION BOARD PRESIDENT 

Robert M. “Grigger” Jones 
As we celebrate the 51st Anniversary of the Cuesta College Foundation, I 
am immensely grateful for the profound impact we have made together 
over more than five decades. The Foundation has consistently promoted 
and advanced the success of Cuesta College and its students. Your support 
today reaffirms our shared commitment to ensuring this beloved institution's 
continued growth and prosperity.

The Cuesta College Foundation has been at the heart of providing financial 
support to students pursuing their educational and career aspirations. From 
the Cuesta Promise Scholarship to annual and endowed scholarships and 
emergency awards, we have extended a lifeline to countless students. In 
the 2023-24 academic year alone, we awarded 587 scholarships totaling 
$522,558, and for the first time in our history, our direct financial support to 
students surpassed $1 million.

Beyond scholarships, the Cuesta College Foundation awarded $160,000 
in grants across twenty requests, directly benefiting a range of programs, 
including Performing Arts, Fine Arts, Biology, Athletics, Student Success, 
Student Development, Library Resources, Social Sciences, Engineering and 
Technology, and Community Programs. These grants significantly enhance 
both the educational experience for our students and the effectiveness of the 
programs that support their success.

Additionally, $36,000 was gifted to the college to fund professional 
development, foster innovation and motivation, and provide emergency 
assistance for students in need.

As we look ahead, our mission remains as vibrant as ever. We are committed 
to continuing this legacy of support for Cuesta College’s students, programs, and community for years to come.

On behalf of the Cuesta College Foundation Board of Directors, I extend my most profound appreciation to each of 
you for your unwavering support. Together, we create lasting change, enrich lives, and empower students to achieve 
their dreams.

Thank you for being an integral part of this extraordinary journey.

Grigger Jones, 
Foundation Board President  
Cuesta College Foundation Board of Directors

2024 Foundation Board of Directors
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A Big Thank You to Our

Donors

19six Architects
AAUW - Morro Bay Branch
Roberta Abeyta
Cindy Marie Absey
ACI Jet
Victoria Acosta
Rachel Acosta
Patricia Adams
Amanda Adams
Krissy Adams
Don Adams
Sandra Adams
AgWest Farm 
Credit Services
Christopher Akelian
Sylvia Alcon
Nancy Allison
Ira Alpert

Altrusa International 
Foundation of 
San Luis Obispo Co Inc
Aubree Alvares
Tiago Alves
AmandaLee Design
Amazon SLO
James Anderson
Jolene Anderson
David Anderson
Anonymous (multiple)
Michael Aponte
Angel Arias
Elizabeth Arias
Arizona Community 
Foundation
Nicole Armstrong
Kristin Armstrong
Blake Arnall
John Arno
Wesley Arnold
Susan Arnold
Arroyo Grande Autobody
Arroyo Grande Lions Club
Linda Ashworth

Assistance League of 
San Luis Obispo County
Associated Traffic 
Safety, Inc.
A-Town Humble Pies
Janice Avila
Karen Aydelott
Darlene Azevedo
David and Christine Babitz
Kerry Bailey
Baker Wine & 
Grape Analysis
Patti Baldwin
Warren and Linda Balfour
Robert Bangs
Bank of America Santa 
Maria Regional Office
Ken and Judy Barclay
Barnes & Noble College

George Barrios
Francisco Barroso
Lara and Greg Baxley
Beach Bum Holiday
Stan Becker
Colleen Begovich
Michelle Begovich
Sam Begovich
Alexandra Bell
Michael Bell
Lexie Bell
Julie Beltran
Alice Benavidez
Terry Benevedo
Benevity Causes
Stan and Joann Benson
Ritchie Bermudez 
and William Hills
Jim and Ingrid Best
Kim Beveridge
Anne Beverudge
Renee Bewley
Cinda Bitz
Jeffrey Bjork
Norman Blackburn

Sharon Blackwell
David and Naomi Blakely
Richard Blankenship
Andrea and 
David Blankstein
Andrew Blumenthal
Glenda Boatman
Stephen Boehm
Laura Bogaard
Jens Bogesvang
Boone Printing & 
Graphics, Inc
Jerry Boots and 
Cricket Handler
Phyllis Borba
Lucinda Borchard
Aaron Borgeson
Mary and Jay Bornfleth
Robert Botti
Michael Boyer
Careese Bradley
Leslie Brath
Christine Braun
Rusty and Paula Brebes
Dara Brennan
Alberto Brewer
Carlos Brewer
Beto Brewer
Bonnie Brinton
Hillary Broad
Elizabeth Broadbent
Sabrina Broche
Steve and Cathy Brody
Patricia and 
Eric Bromberger
Debrorah Brooks
Elaine Brown
Amelia Brown
Peter Brown
Susan Bruce
Theresa Bruhn
Kenneth Bryan
Laurie Buchholz
Jeffrey Bujan
Stephen and 
Deronda Burdette
Eric Burdick
Frank and Renee Bush
Kellee Bussard
Trish Butterbaugh
Marc Byrum
Cal Poly Women's Club

CalCPA - Central 
Coast Chapter
Gabriel Calderon
Cali Cup
Christian Calvin
Richard Camarillo
Stuart Campbell
Adam Canevari
Joe Cannavino
Jacqueline Canosa
Carlos Canto
Louis and Virginia Cappelli
Aracely Cardenas
Kevin and Teri Carney
Janet Carpenter
John Carroll
Jason Carroll
Carol Carroll
Todd and Kim Carroll
Jeff and Peggi Carscaden
Betty Cary
Tracey Cassidy
Ellen Castellanos
Antonio Castillo
Barbara Castillo
Roger and Marge Castle
Catalina Barber 
Corporation
Martin Cattoir
Central Coast Floats
Central Drywall, Inc
Cerro Consulting Group
Jesse Cervantes
Paul Cha
Diana Champion
Howard and 
Kathleen Anne Chapman
Chapter SO 
PEO Sisterhood
Charles Schwab 
& Company
Delbert and 
Mary Ann Chausse
John Chavez
Michael and 
Denise Chellsen
Jim Chernoff
Daniel Chernow
Chevron
Chevron Matching 
Gift Program
Darlene Chirman
Andrea Chmelik
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Belinda Christensen
Christian's Mattress Xpress
Katie Christie
Claudia Cicchetti
CIO Solutions
Bret Clark and 
Michelle Zulim Clark
Ann Clark
Cathy Clark
Laura Clark
Wade Clark
Bernadette Clarke
Jim and Karen Clarke
Diane Clausen
Joel and Jackie Clay
Debbie Cloud
Brenda Cloud
David Clous
Robert Clover
Judith Colglazier
Claudia Collier
Brandi Colombo
Columbia College
Sarah Colwell
Community College 
League of California
Douglas and 
Margery Conner
Deirdre Connors
Matthew and 
Diana Conrad
Sandra Contreras
Kathleen Copeland
Catherine Cordero
Julie Corrigan
Paulo Corte Real
Corvus Wealth Advisors
Judy Cotta
Letty Cotta
Edward Coughlin 
and Janet Coughlin
County of San Luis Obispo
County of Ventura
Crafted Customs
Lisa Cram
Byron Cram
John Crawford
Grace Crittenden
Margaret Crockett
Kelly Crookston
Chuck and Lois Crotser

Gabriel and Erin 
Cuarenta-Gallegos
Cuesta College Classified 
United Employees
Cuesta College 
Federation of Teachers
Kathleen Cuevas
Craig Culp
Michael Cunniff
Marci Cunningham
Jason and Lilliana Curtis
Suzanne Curtis
CyberGrants, LLC
Rebekah Dagan
Matthew Damante
Joe Dansby
Jeffrey and Nicole Darnton
Jim and Barbara Datter
India D'Avignon
Brad Davis
Ethan Day
Annette De Asis
Jim Dececco
Joan Decker
William Decker
Vân and Robert Dees
Corrina DeLaRosa
Ashley Dellwo
Laura DeLoye
Delta Kappa 
Gamma Alpha Mu
William and 
Sally Demarest
Zephyr Dennison
Fredric Deschler
Desert Vibes - 
Succulents and Cactus
Mary Desio
Melissa Devita
Kay DeVita
Andrea Devitt
Richard Diel
Michael Diesman
Robert and Susan Dignan
Mark and Sally Dimaggio
Katherine Dittmer
Christy Dittrick
Donahue Fitzgerald, LLP
Jane Donaldson
Sharon Donovan
David Doomey
Rendy Dore

Inga Dorosz
Nancy Doughty
James and 
Samantha Dowdall
Ollon Downing
Jan Downs
George Drastal
Bailey Drechsler
Susan and Budd Dressler
Sandra Duerr
Beth Ann Dumas
E & J Gallo Winery
E.C. Loomis 
Insurance Associates
Eberle Winery
John Edell
Kari Edwards
Cyndee Edwards 
and Matthew Talarico
Diane Eeckhout
EECU
Dennis Eibe
Dalene Eimon
Lynn Ekegren
Stephen Ekegren 
and Marianne Barber
Sara Ekegren
Electricraft, Inc.
Paula Elsey
David Elson
Valerie Endres
Eric Engstrom
EP Wealth Advisors
Ed Epperheimer
Brenda Epplin
Donald and 
Marguerite Erickson
Jeffrey Erickson
Lenore Erickson
Ashley Ernst
Maria Escobedo
Estate of Ada Irving
Estero Bay Women's Club
Bray Etter
Eleanor Etter
J Euphrat
Michelle Evans
William Fairbanks 
and Carole Fairbanks
Brandon Farrell
Silvio Favoreto
Carolyn Felix

Timothy Felix
Jessica Fernandes
Stephanie Ferrari
Maria Ferrer-Brao
Fidelity Charitable 
Gift Fund
Cathie Fields
Richard Filar
Roland Finger
Kenneth Finney
First Presbyterian Church 
of San Luis Obispo
Deanie Fischer
Jennifer Fish
Patricia Fisher
Matthew Fleming
Hilary Fleming
Candia Flynn
Carmen Fojo
Susan Fong
Janice Fong Wolf 
and Rex Wolf
Bert and Candace Forbes
Christine Forsyth
Angelica and Chad Fortin
John Foster
Foundation for California 
Community Colleges
Denise Fourie
Paul Fourie
Todd Frederick
Joseph Freeman
Frank and Connie Freitas
Richard and 
Elizabeth Fryer
Sharon Fujitani
Jacki Fullerton
Megan Fulmer-Ide
Jennifer Gaalswyk
Douglas Gabriel
Kayvan Gahrahmat
Larry Galaviz
Amanda Galaviz
George Galvan
Jaime Garcia
Virginia Garcia-Maso
James and 
Elaine Gardiner
Bob Garrett
John Garrett
Cristina Gellegos
Russ and Cheryl Genet
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Barbara George
Ptoleym Gibson
Christopher and 
Tisha Gilbert
Jason Gillespie
James and 
Marrietta Gillogly
Denicia Gills
Nella Girolo
Alexandra Glover
Kevin Goetz
Randall and Kelly Gold
Mary and Bruce Golden
Tiffany Gonzales
Sharie Goodfellow
Ruth Goodnow
Paula Gordon
Monika and Klaus Gottlieb
Mary Graham
Stephen Graham
James Grant and 
Claudia Rose-Grant
Edward and 
Kimberly Gravell
Jeanette Gray
Richard and 
Christine Greek
Matthew Green
Christopher and 
Shanda Green
Harvey and 
Evelyn Greenwald
Gregory Water 
Systems LLC
Sherri Gresham
Colleen Griffin
Cindy Grino
Katherine Gritton
Joel Gross
Anthony Gutierrez
Susan Gutierrez
Rosario Gutierrez Amoros
Cathy Gyselbrecht
Haila Hafley Kluver
Zachary and Kari Hall
Kristy and Kristy Hall
Heidi Hallford
Gail and 
Sandra Halvorson
John and Marjorie Hamon
Warren and 
MaryEl Hansen
Donald Hansen

Harmon Family Trust 
Andrew Harp and 
Jennifer Sayre
Mary Harrington
Jeanne Harris
Linda Harris
Marcia Harvey
Harvey's Honey Huts
Robert and Olga Harway
Nicole Hasting-Bethel
Steven and 
Margaret Haugen
Sharon Haupt
John Hawkes
Allison and Scott Head
John and Sue Headding
Ray Heaney
Jon Helm
Donald Henderson 
and Alice Cahill
Lisa Hensley
Victor Heredia
Rick Herman
Douglas Highland
Susan Hightower
Eva Hilbert
Cheryl Hilbert
Todd and Shannon Hill
Catherine Hillman
Douglas and 
Katherine Hilton
Emily Hinkle
Hinsons Tire and Auto, Inc.
William and Yvonne 
Hoffmann
Jon Hoffmann
Nicole Holland
Daniel Hollingsworth
Jen Hollingsworth
Home Motors
Allen and Terry Hopkins
Elaine Hopper
Linda Horst
Laurence Houlgate and 
Torre Houlgate-West
Howard Levitt Counseling
Jodi Howe
Travis Howe
Mary Howell
Jackson Howell
Maria Howell
Debra Hudson

Margaret Hunt
Elisa Huot
Tom and Cheryl Huse
Idler's Home
Fernando Igreja
Siegel Ingrid
Michael and 
Jeanette Irving
Christian and Judy Iversen
J D Green Construction
J P Sargen Charitable 
Remainder TR
Julianne Jackson
Richard Jackson
Pamela Jacobsen
Paul and Ellen Jagger
Mary Jahr-Purvus
Gabriela Janeiro Chaves
Ronald Janney
Monique Jaramillo
Noah Jaramillo
Jonathan Jaramillo
Steven and Janice Jarrett
Matt and Sue Jenkins
Judy Jennings
Jan Jensen
Donald and 
Helen Jernigan
Jerry and Kim Scott 
Steven Jobst and 
Jill Anderson
Lesa John
John Mohme Foundation
Cynthia Johnson
Christine Johnson
Bobbi Johnson
Harold and Kay Johnson
Frank Johnson
Law Offices of Johnson, 
Murphy and Jones, Inc.
Robert 'Grigger' and 
Alice Jones
Jacqueline Jones
Jennifer Jones
Anita Judd
Just Looking Gallery
Alexandra Kahane-Unch
Alex Katona
Rachel Katz
Carrie Kears
Brent and Cheryl Keast
Timothy Kell

William and Ingrid Kelly
Sandra Kempf
Dustin Kennedy
Julie Kerhulas
Robert and Donna Kimber
Donnis Kimble
Jennifer Kimble
Toni and Craig Kincaid
Jane King
King David's Lodge 
#209 F&AM
Michael and 
Nancy Kington
Michael and 
Betsy Ann Kinter
Aubrie Kirby Tatro
Sean Kirschenstein
Kathleen Kirschenstein
Kitchell Construction
Kiwanis Club of 
Greater Pismo Beach
Kiwanis Club of 
Paso Robles
Klassen Corporation
Maureen Kleven
David and Susan Kline
Cory Kline
Kim Kline
Amy Kline
John and Laura Knutson
Mary Kober
Lisa Koehnen
Kon Tiki Inn
Margaret Korisheli
Richard and Laurie Kriet
Kimberly Krinsky
Bette Kulp
Paul Kush
John and Dee Lacey
M.F. and Deborah 
Lagomarsino
Donna Lahmani
Kathleen Lakotich
Joseph and Kelly Lamoree
Bradley Langer
Stark Langs
Frank Lanzone
Stephen Larkin
Curtis and Marie Larsen
Scott Lathrop
Christina Lau
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Laurence C. Gaebe 
Family Foundation, Inc.
Derrick Lavoie
Meridith Lavy
Randolph and 
Patricia Lawrence
Stephen and Lori Lawson
Lance Lawy
Stacy Leal
Cheryl Leary
Lauren Leary
Karlee Leary
Adam Lee
Matthew Leedom
Heather Leger
Kenneth and 
Marianne Lehr
Holly Leighton
Noah Lemas
Patrick Len
Vanessa Leon
Tonya Leonard
Stephen Leone
Robyn Letters
Ken and Gaby Levine
Beryl Levine
Scott and Paula Lewis
LIBRETTO
Diane Limon
Martha Lindholm
Cram Lisa
Travis Lishman
Robert and Leigh Livick
Cecelia Lobdill
Joseph Londeree
Monique Londeree
Dianne Long
Iran Long
Brian Lood
Breana Lopez
Don and Gail Lopez
Angie Lorenzi
Loring, Wolcott & 
Coolidge Trust, LLC
Los Osos Cares, Inc.
Robert and Carina Love
Jenny Love
Karla Lovelace
Jack Lowe
Jimena Luduena
Maureen Luebbers
Elmar Lukas

Karla Lukas
Edith Lycke
Lynneliz Trust
Michelle MacElvaine
Doug MacMillan
Brian Mainini
Joann Malizia
David and Cherry Mana
Gary Manes
Corine Manroe
Robert Mantle
Robert and Lisa Mariucci
Taylor Mariucci
Logan Marks
Jennifer Martin
Breesha Martin
Sherrie Martin
Barbara Martinez 
and Steve Schlick
Mark Martinez
Diane Mason-Arnold
Lisa Matthews
Tyler Maveety
Gina Mayo
Malcolm Mazer
Juliane McAdam
James and Susan McBride
Jennifer McCain
Matthew McCain
Tracy McCain
William and 
Ramona McCall
Ronald and 
Laura McCarley
Donal McCarthy
Michael and 
Donna McConnell
Laurie McConnico
Robert and Mary McCorkle
Melisssa McCormick
Nancy McDonald
Eric and Margot McDonald
April McGee
Thomas McGinnis
Taulbee McGinnis
Molly McGrail
Stephen McGrath 
and Sandi Sigurdson
Pat and Diane McKeague
Michaela McLaughlin
Janet McLaughlin
Erin McNamara

Mechanics Bank
Esteban Medina
Billy Melena
Mateos Melkesian
Fabian Mendoza
Craig Meyer
Jodi Meyer
Jadon Meyer
Lise Mifsud
Christina Miguel
George and 
Diana Mihalakis
Bryan and Monica Millard
Kenneth Miller
Bob Miller
Richard and Jo Anne Miller
Christine Miller
Richard and Marlo Miller
James Miller
Vita and Michael Miller
Lindsay Miller
Marjorie Miller
Kyler Miller
Stacy Millich
Miner's Ace Hardware
Michelle Minichiello Smith
Susan Minker
Richard Minkler
Terry and Sue Minshull
Craig Minus
Jeanne Miramon
Michael Mogull
David and Cherie Moore
Cory Moore
Alexander Mora
Gabriela Mora
Johnna Moran
Ernesto Moreno
David and Rebecca Morey
Kate Morgans
Jean Morris
Michael and Sandy Morris
Morro Bay 
Senior Citizens, Inc.
Courtney Morrow
Kaylene Mortensen
Bill Mortimer
Bill Moseley and 
Annie Mohler
Alexis Moseley
Gael Mueller
Patrick and Laura Mullen

Paul Multari
Alfred and Ellen Multari
Susanne Mumby
David and Sandra Murillo
Hank Muro
Sara Murphy
James Murphy
Randall Murray
Barbara Musante
Edward Musolff
Isabella Musolff
Kathryn Myers
Daphne Myers
Mark Nabarro
Erin Naegle
National 
Philanthropic Trust
Ross Neder and Nikki Soich
Lawrence and 
Margaret Nelson
Luisa Nelson
Theresa Nelson
Kristen Nelson
Martina Nemling
Rich Nemling
Don and Doreen Ness
Jayne Ness-Lee
Network For Good
Robert Newdoll
Laurie Niblock
Meg Nicholson
Nicole Nicholson
Eugene Nickel
Donald and Nancy Norton
Linda Nousianen
Frederick G Novy III
Connor O'Hare
Harold Oliveira
Carol Olsen
Anne Olson
Ryan Olson
Paul Olson
Amanda Olson
Sharon Olson
Alex Omega
Gary O'Neill
Phil O'Neill
Opera San Luis 
Obispo, Inc.
Angela Orefice
James Orton
Terence Orton
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Katie Osman
Pacifica SLO LLC
Ana Paez
Christine Palmer
Patricia Pardee
Jill Parish
Mary Parker
Cheryl Parkin
Dan Parks
Roseann Parks
Reese Pasternik
Renee Pasternik
Mike and DD Patrick
Mary Patty
Estate of Paul 
Edward DeCumbe 
PayPal Giving Fund
Julie Paz
Marta Peluso and 
George Cotkin
PEO Chapter YB/CA, 
Pismo Beach
Jennifer Perez
Juanetta Perkins
Kaleen Perlich
Bob and Debbie Perrault
Marlene Peter
PG&E Corporation 
Foundation
PG&E (Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company)
PG&E Employee Giving
Phil Philbin
Nanette Pina-Stevens
Delfina Pineda
Tiffany Pineda
Pismo Beach 
Hospitality Association
Planned Parenthood 
California Central Coast 
Frank and Marilyn Platz
Vicki Pobor
Christin Pollock
Jeff Poneda
Daniella Pool
Kelly Pope and 
David Butler
Heather Porter
Jeff and Andi Portney
Marceline Powell
Jane Powers
Laura Powers
Judith Pratt

Deborah Pressley
Kathy Price
David Price
Alan and Patricia Prince
George and Esther Pudlo
Quota International of 
Morro Bay Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.
Richard and 
Pamela Racouillat
Michele Ragan
Bonnie Ragan
Kate Rascon
Lana Rauch
Jill Ray
George and 
Jean Raymond
James Ream
Ryan Redding
Bonnie Reed
William Reed
Shelby Reese
Ralph and Druci Reese
Reeves Auto Repair
Jonathan Reich
Alan Reid
Tina Reigle
Kelly Reindel
Kyndall Reynolds
Renee Reynoso
Robert Ricci
Jake Ricci
Darcy Ricci
Richard J. Weyhrich 
Charitable Trust
Robert and 
Melissa Richerson
Jonathan Riegler
Kenneth and Judy Riener
Jeanne Robbins
Robert and Adele 
Stern Foundation
Lisa Roberts
Karen Roberts
Brian and Jeri Roberts
Michelle Robertson
Christine Rocha
Susan Rodriguez
Paul Rodriguez
Andrea Rodriguez Ibanez
Jocelyn Roeder
John and Elizabeth Rolph

Astrude Romero
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Joan G. Sargen
Gretchen Savidan
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Jeremiah Tatro
Sasha and Vaughn Taus
Donna Taylor
Stefanie Taylor
Michael and 
Nataly Teixeira
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Kim Threeths
Mary Tidwell
Barton and 
Denise Topham
Catherine Treadwell
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John Turner
Twin Cities Community 
Hospital Volunteers
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Krista Vannest
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Christian and Regina Voge
Kenneth and Tricia Volk
Donna Von Berge
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Carolyn Voss
Kim Wallace
Susan Wallace
John and Cindy Wallace
Kathy Walston
Thomas and Dianna Waltz
Michelle Waltz
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Grace Washer
Richard Watts
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Melinda Weaver
Nancy Webb
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Donald Weber
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Charles Weir
Nancy Weisbart
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Michele White
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Debbie Wilbur
DeRay Williams
Steven and Nancy Willison
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Kimberlee Wilson
Eliane Wilson
Cody Winkelpleck
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Kari Wong
Bridgette Woodbury
Michele Woodside
Aaron Wooler
Cara Crye Wright
Laurie and Thomas Wright
Michael Wright
Tilly Wright
Lisa Wright
Lanny and Mary Wulf
Suzanne Yamanishi
Rosa Yanez
Kathie Yoder
Youu-Ness, Inc
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Suzy Zahigian
Christine Zampese
Aidan Zapata
Patrick Zimpfer

* deceased

Thank you 
for supporting students 

at Cuesta College!
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