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A NOTE FROM THE CURATOR

E M MA
SAPE RSTE I N
This year, we have
a diverse series of
exhibitions that explore
the personal and the public,
individual narrative and
collective memory.
Group Show kicks off our summer of
exploration, an ambitious exhibition of
photography that engages the artists’
relationship with themselves and the
structures they inhabit. The INVERSE
Summer Residency is designed to
empower and encourage students to
think deeply about their own creative
practices and push them to work in
new and alternative mediums. This
exciting program culminates in a public
performance night downtown San Luis
Obispo on August 2. Our first exclusive
painting show in two years shows the
work of Julie Heffernan, an artist who
deeply engages the natural world
and creates alternative habitats in

response to environmental disaster
and planetary excess. Our biggest show
of the year—running for a full two
months—is the first ever retrospective
of the ornate and humbling scultural
dioramas of Mohamad Hafez—a
Syrian artist whose work activates the
stories of refugees and forces us to
think about our own meanings and
definitions of home. A group curated
exhibition in early 2020 exhibits
artists whose work wrestles with the
processes of grief and mourning and
how we engage these themes in our
lives. Amanda Gentry’s ceramic works
force us to take a step back and look
carefully at form and process. Follow
us on social media and online, sign up
for our newsletters, and show up!
See you at the gallery…

ABOUT OUR SUPPORTER

HAROLD J. M I OSS I
The name “Harold J. Miossi” is well
known in San Luis Obispo County.
Miossi was born in the family-owned
La Cuesta Ranch home.
Miossi also made a name for himself
with a few of his passions. Perhaps
most well known was his passion for
the environment. He became a key
member of the Montaña de Oro State
Park Advisory Council in 1963, and
was instrumental in keeping the
Cuesta Grade from becoming an
eight-lane freeway.
The UC Berkeley graduate was also
very passionate about supporting
community colleges, evidenced by
his service on the Cuesta College
Foundation Board.
But he had a lesser known, quieter
passion: art. Miossi maintained a
private art collection. In the fall of 2014
the Miossi Trust brought these two
passions together.

The Cuesta College Foundation
received a $250,000 grant from
the Miossi Trust to enhance the role
of the college’s art gallery for both
the students and the community
for five years. This initial investment
relaunched the programming in the
gallery, resulting in the naming of the
Harold J. Miossi Art Gallery, structural
improvements, and more robust exhibitions and community engagement.
In 2018, the Harold J. Miossi Charitable
Trust gave a $1.5 million major gift to
support the fine and performing arts
at Cuesta College. The generous gift
endowed support for ongoing exhibitions and programs at the Harold J.
Miossi Art Gallery, as well as funding
much-needed support for the newly
named Harold J. Miossi Cultural and
Performing Arts Center (CPAC). The
donation is the largest gift ever to
support the fine and performing
arts at Cuesta College, and the
second largest donation in the
college’s history.

2019–2020

E XH I B ITS AT HAROLD J. M IOSS I A R T G A L L E RY
G R O U P S H OW

JULIE HEFFERNAN

June 27–August 9, 2019

August 29–October 2, 2019

October 24–December 20, 2019

January 30–February 27, 2020

Opening reception June 27, 2019, 4:30–7:30 pm
Informal sneak peek with the artist at 12 pm
Artist talk in 7170 at 5:30 pm

Opening reception: August 29, 2019, 4:30–7:30 pm
Informal sneak peek with the artist at 12 pm
Artist talk at 5:30 pm

Opening reception: October 24, 2019, 4:30–7:30 pm
Informal sneak peek with the artist at 12 pm
Artist talk at 5:30 pm

Opening reception January 30, 2020, 4:30–7:30 pm
Informal sneak peek with the artist at 12 pm
Artist panel in 7170 at 5:30 pm

Artists include: Brandy Even Allen, Norelle Foster, Ida Islas,
Cat Marcone, Gigi Petit, Aliza Shileds, Zstu Zstu

Julie Heffernan’s recent paintings create alternative habitats

A Syrian artist and architect, Mohamad Hafez was born in

Grief turns out to be a place none of us know until we reach it

in response to environmental disaster and planetary excess.

Damascus, raised in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and educated

—Joan Didion

This exhibition is an ambitious attempt to address and

With rising waters, she imagines worlds in trees or on rafts

in the Midwestern United States. Expressing the juxtaposition

break down oppressive systems and mechanisms that

in which undulating mattresses, tree boughs, and road signs

of East and West within him, Hafez’s art reflects the political

Artists have long used their contemporary practices to wrestle

have been set up in the art world, a response from the

guide the journey. Construction cones interrupt the landscape

turmoil in the Middle East through the compilation of found

artists’ experience within these structures. Narrative and

signaling places to stop, enter tiny interior worlds, and reflect

objects, paint and scrap metal. Using his architectural skills,

subtle, these photographs document multiple realities of

on the human condition—its feckless activity, violence, failure,

Hafez creates surrealistic Middle Eastern streetscapes that

human experience. This exhibition strives to critique the

and redemption.

are architectural in their appearance yet politically charged

over-explanatory and commercial art world, while leaving

Julie Heffernan received her MFA in Painting from Yale and a

in their content.

A M A N DA G E N T R Y

warm and authentic spaces for the work to speek for itself.

BFA from the University of California, Santa Cruz. Heffernan is

His artwork has recently been featured in several highly

March 5–April 3, 2020

Each artist’s work connects and weaves to each others’,

in the collection of major museums including the Brooklyn

acclaimed exhibitions and profiled on National Public Radio,

threading a cohesive story of engagement with the natural

Museum of Art and the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. She is

The New York Times, The Guardian, and The New Yorker.

world, existential exploration and a spiritual and solitary

represented by P.P.O.W in New York and Catharine Clark in

Hafez is the recipient of a 2018 Connecticut Arts Hero Award

Opening reception March 5, 2020, 4:30–7:30 pm
Informal sneak peek with the artist at 12 pm
Artist talk in 6304 at 5:30 pm

experience of being alive.

San Francisco. Heffernan is a Professor of Fine Arts at Montclair

for his extensive and continuous body of work on issues such

Amanda Gentry (b.1973, Long Beach, California) is a Chicago-

State University.

as the Syrian civil war, the worldwide refugee crisis, and an

based sculptor working in clay. Her work is the result of

overall desire to counter hate speech. He served as a 2018

dedication to form, material, and process, driven by a

Yale University Silliman College Fellow.

determination to reveal what is essential at the exclusion

INVERSE SUMMER RESIDENCY

A S T H E WAT E R S R I S E

MOHAMAD HAFEZ

RETROSPECTIVE

Thin Places, Val Britton, 2016

group exhibition will exhibit work by select artists whose work
deals with these themes in a profound and direct way.

a BFA in Design with a minor in Sculpture from Boston University.

15 students culminating in a group performance and
installation exhibition downtown San Luis Obispo. This program
is designed for students who work and will include individual

Harold J. Miossi Art Gallery at Cuesta College supports the educational goals of the

meetings, intensive group weekends with visiting artists and

Fine Arts Division by showcasing a changing selection of exhibitions by professional,

guest critiquers along with public-facing performances

July 18, 2019, 7–9 pm: Esther Neff
July 25, 2019, 6–9 pm: Ayana Evans
August 2, 2019, 6–9 pm: Student performances downtown SLO at 778 Higuera St.

with grief and mourning—both personal and collective. This

exhibiting at the San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts (San Angelo, Texas). Gentry received

summer residency—a three-week intensive program for

The public-facing performance dates are as follows:

G R O U P C U R AT E D E X H I B I T I O N

of the non-essential. She is a DCASE grant recipient and exhibits work nationwide, recently

The Harold J Miossi Art Gallery and INVERSE host this year’s

throughout the three-week residency.

MOURNING

nationally and internationally recognized, contemporary artists. Community mem-

ROOM 7170

Mondays–Fridays
11 am– 4 pm
Open late on
Thursdays until 7pm

bers, students, and faculty come together to share ideas and new experiences.
Students receive active exposure to various art forms and have the opportunity to
be involved in the installation and professional practices of gallery management
through the Art Gallery course (Art 295).

S T U D E N T S H OW
April 23–May 22, 2020
Opening reception January 23, 2020, 4:30–7:30 pm
Informal sneak peek with the artist at 12 pm
Awards presented at 5:30 pm
Juried by a guest artist or curator, this special event celebrates
the hard work and talent of Cuesta College students. Student winners receive awards from
the Helen Novy Art Fund generously supported by Dr. Frederick Novy.

H OW T O G E T I N VO LV E D
SUPPORT OUR GALLERY BY:
• Sponsoring an exhibition
• Hosting a visiting artist
• Assisting with fundraising
• Hosting a fundraiser

DONATE TO GIVE BACK

• Hosting a small art gathering, private
reception or artist talk

• Helping with food or catering
for events

There are many ways to give to Cuesta
College. Outright gifts may be in the
form of cash, appreciated securities, or
other real or personal property. Many
people choose to provide for charitable
interests by making gifts through their
wills or living trusts (bequests).

Any other ideas or for more information,
reach out to gallery coordinator at
emma_saperstein@cuesta.edu.

To donate to the Harold J. Miossi Art
Gallery, please contact the Cuesta
College Foundation at (805) 546-3279.

• Financially supporting the gallery
• Distributing flyers and spread the word

The Harold J. Miossi Gallery is located at Cuesta College on
Highway 1, halfway between San Luis Obispo and Morro
Bay in the courtyard of the Cultural and Performing Arts
Center, room 7170.
ADMISSION IS FREE.
Gallery hours:
Mondays–Wednesday: 11 am –4 pm
Thursdays: 11 am –7 pm
Fridays: : 11 am –4 pm
Also open by appointment.
For more information, call (805) 546-3202 or email
emma_saperstein@cuesta.edu.
cuesta.edu/student/campuslife/artgallery
For more information on upcoming events, make sure
to get on our mailing list or follow us on social media—
@hjmiossiartgallery.


