
Lessons Learned on how to build a successful career 
  
Intro: From working on the crop fields of Zapata Farm to working on rocket engines at SpaceX  
  
1) Pick a career that makes you happy 
                - The road ahead may not be easy but the journey will be rewarding 
                - Don't be afraid to change course. (CALPOLY- Changing Majors) 
                - You will spend 1/3+ of the rest of your life working 
  
2) Believe in yourself and what you can accomplish 
                - It’s up to you to define who you are. (Cuesta- Physics Exam) 

-  You are your own worst judge. 
                - Know your weaknesses and work on them, know your strengths and master them 
                - Be comfortable in your own skin 
                - Embrace the moment, accept the challenge (Contracting at SpaceX).       
  
3) Failure is acceptable not learning from it isn't 
                - If at first you don't succeed you try again (CALPOLY- First Quarter) 
                - Those who never failed never learn anything 
                - The path towards success is full of triumphs and miss opportunities (CALPOLY-interviews) 
  
4) Your success depends on others 
                - Don't feel entitled (TERAWAVE) 
                - Be humble as you climb to the top 
                - Acknowledge those whom you owe your success (San Luis High, Cuesta, and TERAWAVE) 
                - Remember whom you learned the most from and imitate their qualities 
                - It is better to recognize you don't know everything that to pretend you do 
                - Be a force multiplier and provide opportunities to others and other will do the same for you 
                - Be inclusive of others. You can learn from folks of all walks in life (Sand Castle Analogy) 
  
5) Success takes time 
                - Don't rush life enjoy your current accomplishments and wait for the next chapter to start 
                - Be flexible, you may not always get what you want but you will learn what you need 
                - Great leaders and geniuses are not born they are shaped by their experiences (National 
Geographic Documentary on Albert Einstein) 
 


