
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ruth Bader Ginsburg became the second female justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Born in 
1933 in Brooklyn, New York, Bader taught at Rutgers University Law School and then at 
Columbia University, where she became its first female tenured professor. She served as the 
director of the Women’s Rights Project of the American Civil Liberties Union during the 1970s, 
and was appointed to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia in 1980. Named to 
the U.S. Supreme Court in 1993 by President Bill Clinton, she continued to argue for gender 
equality in such cases as United States v. Virginia. She died September 18, 2020 due to 
complications from metastatic pancreas cancer. 

Ruth Joan Bader, the second daughter of Nathan and Cecelia Bader grew up in a low-income, 
working class neighborhood in Brooklyn, New York. Ginsburg's family was Jewish. Ginsburg’s 
mother, a major influence in her life, taught her the value of independence and a good 
education.  

Bader graduated from Cornell University in 1954, finishing first in her class. She married Martin 
D. Ginsburg, also a law student, that same year. 

At Harvard, Ginsburg learned to balance life as a mother and her new role as a law student. She 
also encountered a very male-dominated, hostile environment, with only eight females in her 
class of 500. 

The women were chided by the law school’s dean for taking the places of qualified males. But 
Ginsburg pressed on and excelled academically, eventually becoming the first female member 
of the prestigious legal journal, the Harvard Law Review. 

Martin contracted testicular cancer in 1956, requiring intensive treatment and rehabilitation. 
Ginsburg attended to her young daughter and convalescing husband, taking notes for him in 
classes while she continued her own law studies. 

Ginsburg continued to encounter gender discrimination while seeking employment after During 
the 1970s, she also served as the director of the Women’s Rights Project of the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU), for which she argued six landmark cases on gender equality before the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 

President Jimmy Carter appointed Ruth Bader Ginsburg to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia. She was appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1993 by President Bill 
Clinton 

On June 27, 2010, Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s husband, Martin, died of cancer. She described Martin 
as her biggest booster and “the only young man I dated who cared that I had a brain.” 

After 27 years serving as a justice on the Supreme Court, Ruth Bader Ginsburg died on 
September 18, 2020 due to complications from metastatic pancreas cancer. 

Learn more about Ruth Bader Ginsberg:  
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/ruth-bader-ginsburg 
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