
CA CAMPUS CATALYST FUND 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP FELLOWSHIP - YEAR 2 

 

Instructions: 
Please complete the Catalyst Fund Student Leadership Fellowship Application to apply. 
Application Deadline: Monday, July 15, 2019 by 5:00 p.m. 
Submit Completed Applications via Email to: evazquez@cuesta.edu  
 

Fellowship Purpose: The Catalyst Fund Student Leadership Fellowship supports undocumented 
students in developing their voice, visibility, and knowledge on Catalyst Fund campuses. 

Fellowship Overview: The Fellowship is a unique opportunity for two (2) undocumented student 
leaders on each Catalyst Fund grantee campus. Fellows will each receive a $1,500 stipend for 
active participation in a cohort of 64 fellows who will receive in-person training by Immigrants 
Rising staff and partners at the Catalyst Fund Grantee Convening (September 12-13, 2019 in Long 
Beach) and through monthly online professional development and leadership webinars 
throughout the 2019-20 academic year (September 2019 - May 2020). 

By the end of this fellowship, Fellows will: 

• Be knowledgeable about promising practices and strategies to affect institutional 
change for undocumented college students on their campus 

• Be knowledgeable about opportunities to engage in pro-immigrant (advocacy) 
efforts 

• Be knowledgeable about Immigrants Rising’s resources regarding higher 
education, immigration law/policy, entrepreneurship, etc. 

• Will have opportunities to share stories in ways that promote strength, joy, and 
beauty within the undocumented community. 

Benefits to Campuses: By strengthening the voice, visibility and knowledge of 
undocumented student leaders, this fellowship aims to foster greater undocumented 
student engagement and collaboration on campus and throughout the state. 

Fellowship Stipends: Stipends will be issued directly to Fellows by Immigrants Rising 

in two $750 installments (1st installment in September 2019 and the 2nd in May 2020). 

Fellows Selection Criteria: 

• Be currently undocumented (see FAQ below: “How do we define 
undocumented?”) 

• Demonstrate clear leadership (or potential for leadership) 
• Be active within the undocumented student community on campus 
• Be comfortable sharing life story with others (see FAQ below: “What would be 

required of fellows in sharing their stories?”) 
• Attend the Catalyst Fund Grantee Convening (September 12-13, 2019) in Long 

mailto:evazquez@cuesta.edu


Beach (transportation, hotel accommodations, and meals will be covered by 
Immigrants Rising) 

• Participate in monthly one-hour webinar trainings (September 2019 - May 2020 
exact dates/times to be announced at convening in Long Beach) 

• Must submit a 2-3 page final assessment and report about fellowship experience 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

How do we define undocumented? 

We define the term “undocumented” broadly to include all immigrants who reside in the United 
States without legal status, including all of the following categories: 

• Immigrants who entered the country without inspection, entered presenting false 
documents or overstayed temporary visas, and may now be considered 
“unlawfully present” in the United States. 

• Immigrants who have been granted temporary reprieve from deportation through 
the federal government’s Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program. 

• Immigrants who have been granted prosecutorial discretion through Deferred 
Action, Stay of Removal or various forms of temporary humanitarian relief but are 
unable to fully legalize their status. 

• Immigrants who are in the process of legalization but currently have no legal 
status. 

Can fellowship applicants be presently involved leadership roles? 

Yes, fellows may already be involved in helping their campus implement services for 
undocumented students and families. However, it is not a requirement of this fellowship. 

What would be required of fellows in sharing their stories? 

We understand that it can be intimidating for undocumented students to share personal stories 
about their immigrant experiences and struggles, especially if they are not accustomed to doing 
so. To give you a better sense of what we would require of students when sharing their stories 
and how we would safeguard their privacy, please take a look at our Storytellers Bill of Rights. 

https://immigrantsrising.org/story-telling/bill-of-rights/

